S M.9 [ Afe (THhor €ARLYy 157k
CLOCKER'S FANCY century
St. Mary’s City

Private

It is generally believed that this small, 1'2-story frame house with later
wings may be the oldest house still standing within the site of the 17th
century settlement of St. Mary’s City. Construction of the house is
attributed to Daniel Clocker who arrived in St. Mary's City in 1636 as an
indentured servant to Thomas Cornwaleys. Extensive 20th century
renovations have left little of the original fabric intact.
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CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent [] Gaod [ Fair [ Deteriarated [] Ruins [ Unexpased [
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One)
Altered gl Unaltered [] Moved [] Original Site ]

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Clocker's Fancy is a Maryland lManor house (of modest size) of
% stories with frame sides and brick end walls, The east end

chimney is within the wall, while the stack on the west erd is
free-standing. The facade is three bays with two small windows
and a narrow door. There are two peaked dormers on each side
of the wood shingle roof. River, or south side has a covered
porch, the roof of which breaks at an argle from the main roof

(uncluttered view, p 39 Forman, Barly Manors). Additions to

the east and west were added in 1917, when the front porch
(rorth side) was added and the interior brick nogging was
removed. Wing furthest to the east was added in the late 1950s.
The interior of the early section of the house is two rooms
(one slightly larger than the other), there is no entrance
hallway, and some panelling remains.

To the west of the house is a square, frame smoke house with a
pyramidal roof. (The smokehouse, a Plan, and a drawing of the
probably appearance of Clocker's Fancy appear on page 6 in

Forman's Maryland Architecture 1968).

138

SNOI1DO2NnNdlsSNI



)

RUCTIONS

I NS

SEE

CM -
- 5 FIELD SHEET - 7

IFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Calumbian [ 16th Century [} 18th Century [ ] 20th Century [}
15th Century (] 17th Century K] 19th Century [

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) Mid~- to Late-l'?th C. (Foman: 0.1658)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)

Abariginal Educatian O Palitical O Urban Planning [
Prehistaric [} Engineering [ Religian/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Histaric [} Industry [} lasaphy O Architecture

Agriculture O Inventian O Science [}

Art [ Landscope Sculpture [

Cammerce [} Architecture [ Social/Human-

Cammunicatians [} Literature [} itarian O

Canservation [ Military [} Theater [

Music O Transportation [}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Clocker's Fancy, along with the nearby Leigh House, is believed
to be one of the oldest houses in the county and in the state.
Although the house now aprears to be generally early 18th cent-
ury, everything, such as the smallness of the windows, the
irregular two room plan lacking a central hallway, and %he size,
all suggest an early date, probably mid-17th century. Clocker's
Fancy is similar to other Southern Maryland manor houses with

its frame sides and brick ends, however, if we judge by Forman's

drawing of the house's original appearance (laryland Architecture

P 6), it is of the same general type as contemporaneous houses
in Virginia, such as the Adam Thoroughgood House, 1636-40 and
the Warburton Touse, cl680, and must therefore be classified

one of the few remants of the early Colonial (or late 'Medieval!)

style in America.
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‘9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

E.C. Forman,

Barly Manor and Plantation Eouses of lMaryland 1934

P 39

Maryland Architecture

1968 p 6

Hugh Morrison, Barly American Architecture 1952 Chapter on Southern

Mrs. L.M. Heagy, Clocker's Fa.ncy,

Colonial Architecture for similar houses and plans

St. Hary's City, Md.
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [ ] Local [7]
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Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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(3 Excellent K] Good [ Fair ] Deteriorated ] Rvins ] -Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

K] Altered ] Uncltered [ Maved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 40 OR!IGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Clocker's Fancy is a‘Mayyland manor house of modest size, of 1%
stories with fram sides and brick gable ends. The east end chimney is
within the wall while the west end stack is free standing. The facade
is three bays long with two small windows and na narrow door. There are
two peaked dormers on the wood shingle gable roofs(each side). The river
(south) side has a porch with the roof breaking from the main roof.
Additions to the east and west were added in 1917, when the front porch
was added and interior brick nogging removed. The wing to the far east
was built in the late 1950s. The interior of the earliest part has two
rooms, no hall, and panelling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

one of the oldest in the county.

Although Henry C. Forman gives a mid-18th century date for Clocker's
Fancy, the house is at least early 18th century and is similar to other
southern Maryland manor houses with its frame sides and brick ends. The
smallness of the windows, irregular plan with a lack of a central hall,
and the size of the house suggest an early date, although generally it
appears to be early 18th century. It is believed to be, with Leigh House,
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PH.
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[ S AN
DRAFT COf

FOR COMMiTT_EE USE

[}
1. STATE Hary land

COUNTY St. dary’s County
TOwWN . ) VJCINITY,
stReeTno. ©ote idacy’s City

ORIGINAL OWNER Vanicl Clocker

ORIGINAL USE Dwelling
PRESENT OWNER Mrse L. M, Heagy
PRESENT USE bwelling

WALL CONSTRUCTION Fpame
NO. OF STORIES I=i/2

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
INVEMTORY SH - 9

2. NAME Clocker’s Fancy

CATE OR PERIOD 17th century

STYLE Colonial
ARCHITECT

BUILDER

—————

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

OPEN 70 PUBLIC NO

Clocker’s Fancy is a I-1/2 story house with brick gable-ends
and frame facades. |t ig three bays long with central doopr
on each facade. There are 2 peaked dormers on the roof. The
west gable is laid in Flemish bond and has a free-standing
chimney and a small casement window south of the chimney on
the second floor. The east chimney is within the building,
There is a small porch over the center, north door and a
screened porch across the entire south facade. There have
been later additions attached to each gable,

To the east of the house stands an out=building with a
pyramidal roof,

Good condition

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered

interior E xterior

; 6. LOCATION MAPR (Plan Optionol)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, E TC.

Forman, llenry Chandlee
tarly sanor and Plantution Houses

of Haryland, 1934 - page 39

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE C'F RECORDER
iitchael 0, Bourne
Maryland Historical Trust

DATE OF RECoR:  MaPcCh 15, 1968 !
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ST. MARY’S COUNTY SH-9 39

The balusters at BachHeELor’s Hore
have spiral markings, and line both sides
of a small narrow stairway, leading to the
two bedrooms on the second floor.

Detail of the inset portico of BAacHE-
OR’s HoprE showing rosettes and tri-
glyphs in the frieze, and the main stairs
that run out-of-doors.

Crocker’s Fancy which probably
dates from the middle of the Seventeenth
Century has brick gable-ends and frame
clapboarded sides. Two types of chim-
neys are visible. This was the home of
Daniel Clocker.
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