T-333 | 1856
Ferry Neck Chapel
Royal Oak
Private

Recently converted into a private residence, this small frame chapel is raised on
a brick foundation and covered with weatherboard. Exterior detail, as on many Eastern
Shore chapels, is restricted to the entrance facade, which carries Greek revival
elements. The entfance itself is composed of paneled double doors enclosed in a
frame of pilasters carrying a full entablature of architrave, frieze, and cornice. The
pilastered corners and cornice returns suggest pedimented gable(s). In the center of
the gable directly above the entrance and double window is a sign with the date of the
building: Anno Domini 1856. The interior, besides containing the main room for the
congregation, had a vestibule, closet, and slave gallery (ndw a bedroom). The most
outstanding feature of the interior is the arched ceiling; now covered with wallboard, the

ceiling is still painted with origina_l colors that range from light blue, rose, and lavender

to tan and gold.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ferry Neck Chapel is a small frame chapel located at the inter-
section of Ferry Neck Road and a private un-named road south of
Bellevue.

The structure, which measures 38'5" x 30'4" stands about a foot
and a half above ground on a brick foundation. On each side are
slits for the passage of air. The long sides have three windows each
with 9/9 sash and louvered shutters. The rear of the structure has
two similar windows. Between the middle and rear windows, on both
sides, rises a brick chimney, enclosed within the structure until it
pierces the 'A' roof. The roof is covered with wood shingles and the
walls are covered with white weatherboard with 7" exposure.

As with many of these country chapels on the Eastern Shore, the
facade is the principal architectural element of the structure. In
the center of the gable facade is a double door with Greek Revival
style architrave having plain pilasters supporting a frieze with
dentil course. A cornice crowns the composition. Above the door
are a pair of windows with 6/6 sash and single leaf shutter for each.
Above the windows is a wood sign bearing the inscription "ANNO
DOMINI 1856". At both corners of the building are pilasters above
which the cornice returns. This gable has a wide overhanging eave
Whereas the opposite gable has a flush barge board in the earlier
style. At the base of the architrave is a huge monolithic granite step.

The building is one of the best preserved mid-19th century country
chapels remaining in Talbot County.

Tts interior has had little remodeling done in recent years.
There is a very small vestibule off of which opens the main body of
the church, a closet and a stair to the choir. The partition appears
to be 20th century in date, however, a plaster line indicates its
former position. The vestibule was about 4' wider originally and
there was only access to the loft, the corner closet being accessible
from the church as is the opposite one beneath the stair. The closet
wall retains original painting on the plaster in imitation of ashler
masonry. All of the woodwork is now grained to simulate wood.

The single most important and impressive feature of the building
is the original painted arched ceiling. It is composed of a circular
medallion, simulating plaster work of the period, placed in the center
of a rectangular space. The wide borders- of the medallion overlap
the rectangle so as to produce four corners, each with a painted
(pseudo plaster) cormer. Other bands surround each element and the
whole. Colors range light blue and gold to tan, rose, and lavender.
Geometric bordérs . also exist on the gables and there appears to have
been a deep border around the top of the walls, which are now painted
a uniform light grey.

At the Front of the chapel is a low cushion-like railing with
recessed panel face. To the left of the railing is a platform raised
one step above the other floors. In the center and elevated one more
step is the lecturn with the same type recessed panel work as the
railing and balcony.

The interior has been maintaj ver the vears and is still in
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF %S%R% ¥

good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Ferry Neck Chapel is typical of the chapels
being built around the Eastern Shore during the middle of the 19th
century. Its original painted ceiling is a fine survival from that
period which is similar to a church in Accomac, Virginia and Draw-
bridge Chapel in Dorchester County. Preservation of the building
has been a concern of the citizens living in the area over the
past years. Its continued preservation would be a worthy undertaking.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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?iss Pame%a James, or - Re.: Talbot County distoric Sites Survey
O whom it may concern:

As you perhaps know, the five volumes af the Talbot County Historic Sites
Survey are now in the HMaryland Room of the Talbot County Free Livprary.

I need not tell you how immensely valuable they are, and will continue

to be, even after the publication of the Survey.

As present omissions, such as Sherwood (which I believe will be No. T244)
are ready,will copies of the descriptions and photographs be sent to us
or to the Talbot County Plaunning and Zoning Commission first?

In the process of preparing a card index, we have discovered some errors
which I hope you will want to know about. For instance, Double Mills,

T 352, wr. Hulburt, the present owner has told us that he personally
made the fireplace surrounds; therefore the one referred to in the Survey
is not the original., Also, Plaindealing Site T 188 is not on Ferry Neck
Road, but on Royal Oak-Bellevue Road., Perhups it is a cavil to comment
that the '"choir" of Ferry Neck Chapel T 533 was more likely a slave
gallery, and later, segregated seating for the Negroes.

As we study these surveys further, should we find additional errors do
you want us to call them to your attention? [erhaps errors in numbering
will correct themselves in time, but Fairview and Hampden have both been
given the number of T 60,

May I make one more comment. In the iMay-June SWAP, it was announcea that
Sherwood has been added to the National Register and that it was the howe

of matihew Tilghman. As far as researchers here have bheen able to determine,
Matthew Tilehman lived at Rich Neck nearly all nis life, from the time he
went to live there as a boy until his death. He inherited WQich Neck from

the widow of matthew Tilghman Ward (Margaret) who died in 1747, WNhen Matthew
Tilehuwan died (will proved 2o vlay 1790) he left to his wife Aun "eoomy
dwelling plantation and the lands whereon the sume is seated called Rich

Neck and Rich Neck Additiopj..."

Sincerely, .

//éy S S 7%2«

lar, Starin
(virs. Artnur N. Starin)
Curator, muryland Room
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