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Julius Gray House
Bowens 1910
Private

William A. Dorsey built this house for
Julius Gray in 1910. The two-story

L-shaped freme dwelling sits at the crest

of a hill which drops dramatically into the
cypress swamp. A cross-gable and an
attractive porch distinguish the main facade.
Through fine attention to detail, this DO
tentially plain farmhouse achieves simple
elegance.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is complete with many period features such as 2/2 windows, a
decorative vent in the cross gable and a delightful gingerbread front
porch. Grooved clapbcards cover the exterior end they are of a type
known lccally as "old German siding". The exterior features even include
the plass-ball lightning rods that were also popular during the late
nineteenth century and early twentieth century.

Additions yield two extra rooms downstairs but the criginal plan appears
to have included two rocms on either side of the hall on each of the two
floors (a single story kitchen wing was common). Flue-chimneysstill
exist for the snace heaters (probably wocdstoves) which provide heat.
Common ogee-moul .ing and bulls-eye corner blocks trim the interior and
do much to preserve the original character of the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to his nieces Julius Gray had this house built c. 1910 by

Tt is a kind of hcuse that was not only popular in
this county but all cver the United States for almost a hundred years.
From the mid-Nineteenth century through the first quarter of this century
the cross gable facade was quite popular.

William A. Dorsey.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 81 Kiy

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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