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DORSEY FARM mid 19th century
Port Republic

Private

Among the many buildings on this large farm,
the house and largest tobacco barn are the
most notable. The house is a large frame
structure with a Federal type plan consist-
ing of an end-hall and double parlors. Two
chimneys on the east end provide each room
in both stories with fireplaces.

The tobacco barn, or at least parts of it,
may be as old as the house., Its main signi-
ficance, however, stems from the fact that
it was used for heat-curing - Air-tight
siding and a pit which contained the border-
like curing apparatus document this fact.
As far as is known, this method of curing
tobacco began in this area in the 1860's

but did not bring much success in this
county,
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Dorsey Farm

Among the many buildings on this large farm, the house and largest
tobacco barn are the most notable. The house is = large frame structure
with a Federal type plan consisting of an end-hall and double parlors.
Two chimneys on the east end provide each room in both stories with
fireplaces.

The tobacco barn, or at least parts of it, may be as old as the house.
Its main significance, however, stems from the fact that it was used for
heat-curring. Air-tight siding and a pit which contained the border-like
curring apparatus document this fact. As far as is known, this method of
curring tobacce® began in this area in the 1860's but did not bring much
success in this century
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Among the many buildings on this large farm, the house and largest
tobacco barn are the most notable. The house is a large frame structure
with a Federal type plan consisting of am end-hall and double parlors.,
Two chimneys on the east end provide each room in both stories with
fireplaces.

The tobacco barn, or at least parts of it, may be as old as the
house, Its main significance, however, stems from the fact that it
was used for heatecurring. Adr-tight siding and a pit which contained
the border-~like curring apparatus document this fact. As far as is
known, this method of curring tobacco began in this area in the 1860's
but did not bring much success in this century.
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Dorsey Farm

This house was not examined on the interior; but from the outside,
it was observed that it is a #Wwo-story end hall and double parlor type
with two large chimmeys on its original north end. A two-story wing was
added onto that end which also has an exterior chimmey. The owner says
that every room has a fireplace which has been closed-up.

Modern siding covers the original clapboards.

The main block is three large bays wide and two large bays deep. The
roof is gable-end and a central pediment or cross gable with a fan shaped
window occupies the u.per front (West) facade. This feature is probably
a Victorian modification of the original appearance, which is much more
Federal in character.

Being close to the Chesapeake Bay, the terrain of this 100 acre farm
consists of hills, some of which are quite steep. The house occupies one
of the steepest hills and commands a view of the rest of the farm, which
unfolds with more builldings to the South in several hills and valleys.

A farmyard complex is directly below the house and consists of chicken
houses, a cattle barn with pens, a stripping shed, and a modern haybarn.
Further down the dirt lane which connects all of the buildings and lying
on.the right is a pond for waterfowl. The pornd lies in a low valley.

East of the pond and up on the hill south of it is a family graveyard with

several tombstones, which lie on their faces beneath much brush and vines.
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One stone bears the initials "J. B." The present owner remembers reading
other stones and discovering these to be the graves of Dorseys. One of
them, he remembers figuring, died about 150 years ago.

As the slope rises to the South, two modern tobacco barns are
encountered and sitting on the crest of the hill, is a third tobacco
house which is a building of great interesit. The house and this barn
actually occupy the two highest spots, and the rest of the complex lies
inbetween.

With its sheds, this barn measures 36' x 68' overall. The frame of
the main block, however, is a standard 24' x 40' (ten rooms) post-and-beam
structure. The members of this frame are heavy prices hewn and joined
together via mortise-and-tenon with trunnels.

This frame has been placed upon 3' brick piers, and the floor has
been dug out into a pit so that there is a distance of 4' between the sills
and the earth below, The present owner says that his father told him that
this was done in order to accommodate & curring apparatus.

There is other evidence that the main block was an "air tight" barn.
On all but the north wall, pieces of siding remain which reveal that the
building was covered with heavy vertical siding. »Iach board was approximately
1" thick, 9" wide, and 13' long (eaves-sill)., The boards are rabbled on
the edges for half-lapping (vertical shiplap). On the south wall, one
board is stamped "St. Marys" in two places. Such siding is obviously

desigrned to prevent any flow of air. The sheds appear to be later additions
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however, this special siding does not appear to be weathered. This fact
suggests a couple of possibilities relevant to the age of the original
structure:

1. A conventional tri-partite barn was altared in order to adapt it
to heat-curring by removing its central transverse sills, raising
it on piers and changing its siding. Sheds were added later.

They are frame structures with circular sawn posts and sills but
pre-date Weem's ownership. (19 ). A large prize is housed in
the south end of the south shed,

2. The siding is original, and the frame was designed for this
special process as is suggested by the uprights located in the ends
where doors normally are. The condition of the remaining siding,
however, suggests the original presence of sheds on both the east
and west ends as well as the south side.

These possibilities are of importance in dating this structure since
the available evidence indicates that the use of a curring apparatus in
this area at least was a phenomenon of the third quarter of the Nineteenth
Century. W. W. W, Bowie advocates the use of the Bibb apparatus in the
article which he authored in 1867. In it the device was described in a
manner suggesting that it was a relatively recent invention. Such an
apparatus has been recorded in a barn in St. Leonards, which bears the
Bibb name and a patent date of 1861. Oral history limits the use of this
curring method to the Nineteenth Century.

In addition to its age and construction, this barn is important for
its ability to document a phase of tobacco production, which appears not
to have lasted in Southern Maryland after the turn of this century. The
actual age of the frame is still undetermined. As stated, if it was constructed
for this special use, the oldest portion of the barn 1s probgbly from the
third iquarter of the Nineteenth Century. Considering its site and the fact

that the house avpears older than that, the possiblity of an older barn being

adapted to this purpose remzins for consideration.
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