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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mr. Cranford has owned this .roperty since 1915, He is "past 8C" and
recalls that tnis was an 0ld barn when he obtained the farm. He believes
John P, Williams, a former owner, may have built the barn in the Mid-
Nineteenth Century. John P. Williams was oontemporary with lkr. Cranford's

grandfather. lien "my father's aze" Mr. Cranford says, did not know when this

barn was built.

The modern house in which the Cranfords live stands on the site of zn
old "plantation house." It was the home of John P. Williams.

This is a ten-room tobacco barn. The main block of whieh measures
20" x 40'., There are sheds on the west side and south end which result in

overall dimensions of x o Three transverse sills make this a tripartite

barn. The middle sill is the thickest and measures 12" x 7", At least
a couple of unusual features were noticed in this barn, one of wiich is the

fact thet the distance from the ground to the eaves measured 16' on the east

side. 12' or 14' is common and is citcd as such by Tatham in his Essay
of 1800. The extra four feet res.lts in four tiers of tobacco rather than
the usual three.

The plates measure c. 7" x 4" in thickness and are continuous. The roof

is A-framed with the collar beams being izp-joined to the rafters and fixed
with cut-nails. The trusses are attached to flat false ~lates.

The original exterior covering appears to have been 4' riven clapboards

(requiring 2' studding) lapped on the ends as well as sides. This siding is
visible in several places, including the south wall of the west shed. The

lack of holes from sihingle nails in the rafters of <his side sugsests that this
shed may have been original to the structure. This shed houses a fine prize
with a screw-gear which reads "James Lacy, Baltimore, Maryland." There is a

scarf plate in this shed which is support.d by tree-posts wiich are joined

to 1t by moriise-and-tenon with tru:nels. A number of non-functional mortises,

however, suzgest the possicility of salvaged materials having been used.
Another unusual feature in this barn (besides the heizht of the eaves)

are the oven-faced mortise of the angle braces. These are actually dove-
tailed pieces hold in an open-faced mortise by a woocen peg or irumnel.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This tobacco barn is ty:-ical in some ways for its tripartite plan, post-
and~-beam frame, and riven clapboard siding; but it is also somewhat unusual

for its height and the dovetailed angle braces,

that a "prize shed" on the west facade is original to the plan.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

There is evidence to suz:est
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[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 27 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY Wayne L 114, 1I
NAME / FITLE istoric Sites Survey
rosmes Islanl Slurviand 20613 . -
Srosmes o Wentey 16 -1

ORGANIZATION ) DATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and recéord purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Althoush there are tree vostis in the norih shed, the rest of the materials
& = ?
are moiern.

Some members of this barn, such as the uiils, are hevm and the clazpbeards
are riven, however, the plates and uprights appear to te nit-sawm.

Tenant House

On the same proverty as the barn is a tenant aouse, which iir. Cranford
says was there when he acquired the farm,

It is a hewn post-and~beam frame structure covered with plain clapboards
attached with cut nails. (German siding under front porcn). A Teplan is
formed by a two-story, three tay wide and one deep front with a one-story
kitchen wing in the rear, The plan provides for two bedrooms upstairs and a
center hall flanked by parlors downsiairs.

Plues for space heaters are located on all three ends of the house.

A full porcn covers the front or southeast facade., A4 brick pathway
once led ux to the steps of the porch.

The house rests on a fieldstone base,
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(Capsule)
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Zdgar Cranford's Bern and Tencnt House

This tobaceo barn is typical in some ways for its iripa-iite plan, post-
znd-bean .rame, and rivén claphoard siding; but it is alsc sozewnat unusuzl
for its height and the dovetailed anzle braces. Taers is evidence to suzgest
that a "prize shed" on the west facade is original to the plan.
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