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OAKLAND HALL

Preliminery Report

Oaklend Hall is a large and impressive example of the Greek Revival
"temple", which according Stein and others was built in the 1850's by
Reverend Jonn Sedwick. Sedwick's will (VCC 1/340) mentions Oakland Hall
as his "home place," but no other documents have as yet been produced.

The house is two full stories high, three bays wide, and two very long
bays in length. The plen is longitudenal. Additions of one and two stories
telescope to the rear (west) in three distinct stages. The last would
appear to include an early kitchen.

The front (east) is demonstrated by e full portico containing a second
story gallery. Square colums supoort the large pediment which is decorated
with a fanlight window and dentil-brackets. A tall and richly carved door
frame includes a transom and sidelights., It is located on the south side
suggesting a side-hall plan. Very tall, 9/6 sash windowscsuggest the high
ceilings within,

There are two large interior chimmeys on the north side of the building
which serve fireplaces on both floors. A single story addition is on the
south side of the building, and it has been decorated with Victorian
gingerbread.

In addition to the house, the plantation which revolved around it is
survived by a large log meathouse, an early privy, and a log cabin which
appears in an early Twentieth Century photograph, which is in the possession

of Beatrice Smith in BarstoW.
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Some distance from the house (c. 100" east of gasline right—of-way)
is a family cemetery containing the grave of Reverend John Sedwick and many

members of his family.
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According to research done by the present owners, Oakland Hall wus
built c. 1850 by the Reverend John Sedwick on land which was granted to
Thomas Sedwick in 1650. It is seid that the construction timbers are
chestnut, pine oak, and cypress (part of Battle @reek Cypress Swamp and the
largest cypress in Maryland are on the property) that were cut and sent to
Baltimore by boat for dressing. The house is, in fact, situated among a
stand of oak trees and is serviced by several outbuildings which include a
log meathouse and log cabin.

Oakland Hall derives its form from the Greek Revival phase of the
Federal Period. Although that period is generally conceeded to have ended
with the Civil War, the 1850's building date attributed to Oakland Hall
is late but, nevertheless, makes it a part of that period. Although there
are several houses in the county which exhibit elements of the Classical
Revival, Oakland Hall may be its best and its only example of the Greek
Temple mode, There are elements of the building which are more Roman in
nature, and there are indeed additions exhiblting Gothic taste. All three
revivals found credibility during the first half of the Nineteenth Century.

The vertical thrust of the building and the heavy or mgssive portico
place it among those buildin 's associated with the Greek Revival. It is

pointed out by H. Morrison in Early American Architecture (as well as

others) that both the Roman and Greek styles offered a definite symbolism
to the young Republic of the United States, which could be associated with

the ideals of an ancient republic. Furthermore, the trials and tribulations
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of modern Greece in her fight for independence during the 1820's gave an
impetus to this association that is expressed in many American art forms.
While the Greek Revival saw its hey day, 1820-50's, the Classical
Revival itself finds its beginnings in the United States in the 1780's
with Thomas Jefferson, Benljjamin Latrobe, and others asserting the Roman
style. Jefferson's State Capitol in Richmond (1784;1790) was based on
the Roman Maison Caireeé., Oakland Hall bears a resemblance, not only in
the fact that both are ovbiously classical, but in the relationships
between the main block and the powrticéo what is already a longitudenally,
oriented building is accentuated by the portico. TFerhaps an even greater
resemblance can be found in Jefferson's designs for the pavillions at
University of Virginia (1820-1822) particularly in Pavilions II:and IV
which employ both the Ionic and Doric orders. In both of these buildings
and in Oakland Hall, one finds longitudenal plans, high porticos, high
ceilings indicated by tall first story windows, and pediments vented by
fanlight windows. At Oakland Hall, there are ornate brackets which suggest
the dentils seen in the pediments and beneath the eaves of Jefferson's

buildings.
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