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(Capsule)

Willows Store and Fost Office

James Henry Soper ownad the farm at iillows, and this was his store,
His daughter, irs, Ruth Soper Wilburne ig 82 years old, and she was the Post
ilistress for -illows between 1932 and 1961. Like many otkers, the store

served more than just one function for the ccoorminity and being the Fost Office
was one,

The mail is one type of communication, but local news and orinions are
often transmitted verbally and the couniry store has lonz been the forum of
rural America,

Last, but certainly not of least imaortance, are the thousand-andé-one
items available ror vurchese (or on credit) at a country store. Prince
Frederick and Upper liarlboro are the closest shopoing centers to Willows and
even after the advent of the automobile, people depended greatly on their
local store for practically every igem including food, clothes, and fuel.

Arcnitecturally, Willows Store and Post Office is important as a tope
which was as common in rural America as sky scrapers are in later urban
America and split-levels in the suburbs.




~ %

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST L
C/-/2

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC
Willows Store and Post Office
AND/OR COMMON

STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
—— VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC —.OCCUPIED —-AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —_IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY __OTHER
NAME

Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN sTaTE , Zz1p code
____ VICINITY OF
[EALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

KA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION CT-10]

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOoD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Willows Store is three bays wide, one deep and two stories kigh.
A one-room shed addition is built onto the east end. It is a frame structure
with overlap clapsboard siding. The Zable-end roof has deep cornices and has
a steeply gitched central pediment with a small rectangular window in it.
lMost of the windows are missinz in this abandoned puilding, those which remain
are 2/2,

The interior trim, flocrs, porca supporss and otaer materials nave been
recently shipped from the building which is otherwise reasonably sound for
having besen abandoned so lonz. Por this reczson, tne metal roofed torech is
collapsing.

The upstairs is entered by a front door (S) on tine west end. Double
doors in the center of the south facade are ithe main entrance and there is
a single door in the south facade of the addition. These doors are solid

(without glass) and are consiructed of tongue and sroove whici runs diagonally
to the door frame,

As long as lirs. Wilburne can remember, the store was painted red with
yellow doors.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




1 SIGNIFICANCE
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGHITECT
C. 1905

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James Henry 3oper ovned the farm at W“illows, and this was his store.
His daughter, lirs., Ruth Soper 7/ilburme is 82 years old, and she was the Post

Mistress for ‘iillows between 1932 and 1961.

Like many others,

the siore

served more than just one function for ihe corxmunity and being the Post Office

was one.

The mail is one type of communication, but loczl news and opinions are
often transmitted verbally and the country store has long been

rural America.

the forum of

Last, but certainly not of least importance, are the thousand-and-ome
items availeble for purch:se (or on credit) at a country store. ZFPri-.ce
Frederick and Upper Marlboro are the closest shopping centers to Willows and
even alter the advent of the automobile, people depended greatly on their
local store for practiczlly every 1item including food, clothes, and fuel,

Architecturally, Willows Store and Fost Office is important as a type
which was as common in rural America as sky scrapers are in later urban

America and split-levels in the suburbs.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FTJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

ORGANIZATION

STREET & NUMBER

CITY OR TOWN

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature,
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

to be found in the

and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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