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CT-69
POINT PATIENCE, (site) ca. 1820

The original brick house at Point Patience was
destroyed by the British ca. 1812. It was replaced in
the early nineteenth century by a smaller frame home
that has now been altered to such an extent that its
original plan and detail is unrecognizable.
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county Calvert INVENTORY CT=69
TOWN vicinitySolomons

2.name Point Patience (Cremona)
STREET NO,

ORIGINAL OWNER Ashcom Family DATE OR PERIOD ¢, 1820 altered

F STYLE
ORIGINAL USE Dwelllng SRR
PRESENT OWNER [ ,S, Navy ————

PRESENT USE Dwelling
WALL CONSTRUCTION F]emish bond brick |* FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES ] 1 -

. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN To PUBLIC  Io

Set on a remarkably narrow point, almost completely surrounded
by water, Point Patience, Cremona, or the Ashcom House, as it
has been variously called, is really nothing more than a site.
There was a large brick house here in early dates, but it was
burned in the War of 1812, Cannonballs have been found in

the fields near the house. It was re-built as a small structure
c. 1820 using the bricks from the old house. This however is
being remodeled as the Naval Commandent's residence has lost
all its original appearance. Wings have been added at either
end and nothing remains of the original structure.

The remains of an old boxwood garden, with two garden falls
exist at the rear of the property.

Altered beyond recognition

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Edrdorbered [nterior Exterior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plen Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

|8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM

roperty Name:  Point Patience\Quarters A Solomons B [nventory Number: ) CT-69
Address:  Naval Recreation Center e N Historic district; ves X no
City: Solomons Zip Code: 20688 County: Calvert

USGS Quadrangle(s):  Solomons island

Property Owner: ~ Naval Air Station Patuxent River _ Tax Account ID Number:
Tax Map Parcel Number(s): Tax Map Number:
Project:  Section 110 Agency:  Navy

Agency Prepared By:  The Louis Berger Group, Inc.

Preparer's Name: Philip E. Pendleton B B Date Prepared: 3/20/2000

Documentation is presented in:

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: - X Eligibility recommended ~ Eligibility not recommended
Criteria: A B XC D Considerations: A B e D E F G
Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property:
Name of the District/Property:
Inventory Number: Eligible: ~  yes Listed:  yes

site visitby MHT Staf ~ yes - no Name: ) Date:

Description of Property and Justification:  (Please attach map and photo)

NAS Patuxent River Quarters A, Solomons Annex (Point Patience), is a gable-roofed, one-and-a-half-story, brick example of
eclectic domestic architecture incorporating details from the Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles. Although some fabric
from an earlier dwelling is believed to have been incorporated into the house’s construction, its present-day character dates from
1942. Quarters A consists of a one-and-a-half-story main block of side-passage double-pile type with lower one-and-a-half-story
wings extending form either end. It is located on a knoll from the foot of which a long, narrow spit of land extends into the river.
The house was designed and built by English-born architect Frank Tomlinson to be his own residence. It was completed in 1942,
just months before the acquisition of the property by the Navy.

Quarters A, Solomons Annex, is eligible for the National Register under Criteria C, which applies to properties that are significant
for their architectural qualities. The house is a fine example of the eclectic domestic architecture of the pre-war era and
noteworthy for its harmonious employment of Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival elements. The building is relatively unaltered
since its construction in 1942 and demonstrates integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association.

See MIHP form for more information.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete
each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to
the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and
areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

Lg

1. Name of Property

historic name _Quarters A Solomons

other names/site number Building 6COA, CT-69

2. Location

street & number _____Naval Recreation Center not for publication

city or town ___Solomons vicinity _ X

state Maryland code _ MD county Calvert code __ 009 =zip code _ 20688

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify

that this _ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property  meets __ does not meet the
National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally

____ statewide ____ locally.

{ ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

____ entered in the National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private X building(s)
__ public-local _ district
___ public-State ___ site
X public-Federal ___ structure
___ object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 - buildings
— e sites
. - structures
S . objects
2 Total



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Quarters A Solomons, NAS Patuxent River
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Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 0
Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Patuxent Ri  Historic and Archi

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: __ Domestic Sub: __ Singledwelling

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: _—_Domestic Sub: Single dwelling

Defense Naval facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Colonial Revival
Other

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick
roof Slate
walls Brick
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
‘Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

B

G

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions):

Architecture
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Period of Significance

ca. 1820-1950

Significant Dates 1942

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder Frank Tomlinson

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation

sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

1Bl b

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository Naval Air Station Patuxent River




USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Quarters A Solomons, NAS Patuxent River
“alvert County, Maryland

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: Less than 1 acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1 18 370630 4243500 3
2 4

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
See Continuation Sheet
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

See Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Philip E. Pendleton

organization The Louis Berger Group, Inc. date March 20, 2000
street & number 100 Halsted Street telephone _973-678-1960
city or town East Orange state __NJ  zip code 07019

Additional Documentation

{Submit the following items with the completed form:)

Continuation Sheets

Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Naval Air Station Patuxent River
street & number telephone
city or town Patuxent River state MD zip code _ 20670

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing
listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division,
National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,
Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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A. SUMMARY

Quarters A, Solomons Annex (Point Patience) is a gable-roofed, one-and-a-half-story, brick masonry example of eclectic
domestic architecture incorporating details from the Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles. Although some fabric
from an earlier dwelling is believed to have been incorporated into the house’s construction, its present-day character
dates from 1942. Quarters A consists of a one-and-a-half-story main block of side-passage double-pile type with lower
one-and-a-half-story wings extending from either end. It is located on a knoll from the foot of which a long, narrow spit
of land extends into the river. The house’s riverside situation and attractively landscaped grounds evoke the early elite
dwellings of Tidewater Maryland.

B. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Quarters A, Solomons Annex (Point Patience) is an example of the eclectic domestic architecture of its period that

ncorporates details from the Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles. The house is a brick masonry structure, one
and a half stories in height, with a gable roof. Located at the south end of the Naval Recreation Center tract on the north
shore of the Patuxent River, and set somewhat apart from the main complex of the facility, Quarters A is situated on a
knoll from whose southwesterly foot a long, narrow spit of land extends out into the river. Numerous hardwood and
evergreen trees dot the lawn that surrounds the house and leads to the point. The house’s commanding riverside situation
and its attractively landscaped grounds are evocative of the early elite plantation dwellings of Tidewater Maryland. In
fact, the house was built on the foundation of a historic house, Point Patience, dating to circa 1820, and some fabric from
the previous dwelling was employed in the construction.

The house is built on a foundation of brick masonry, its roof covered with slate. The principal facade is oriented toward
the driveway and the north. In plan, the house consists of a one-and-a-half-story main or central block of side-passage
double-pile configuration, flanked by lower one-and-a-half-story wings. A one-story, front-gabled porch structure
sheltering the principal entry projects northward from the west end of the main block. The east wing is of slightly less
depth than the main block, as its north wall is flush with that of the main block and its south wall is set back about 18
inches. Both walls of the west wing are flush with those of the main block. The brick walls are laid up in common bond
for the main block, and in Flemish bond for the two wings and the front entry porch. This difference in bond is but one
of a number of aspects in which the general architectural detail of the wings diverges from that of the main block. The
wings have water tables and corbeled brick cornices; the main block lacks a water table and has a plain wooden box
cornice. The main block has three gabled wall dormers on each roof slope. The dormers on the wings, however, are
of the roof dormer type, with one on each slope except for the north slope of the east wing, where there are two dormers.

Apart from the principal entry, sheltered by the brick porch, entries to the house include a secondary front entry and a
rear entry on the main block, a basement-level entry in the south end of the west wing’s end wall that is reached via a
brick bulkhead stairway, a rear entry on the east wing, and the two garage bay entries on the front of the east wing. A
omewhat unusual exterior element is the heavy-balustered brick stairway that is positioned against the north end of the
east wing’s end wall and that leads to a second-story entry. The latter entry and its small landing are sheltered under
a shed roof supported by a pair of posts, and the brick-masonry base of the stairway houses an alcove for firewood
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storage. Screened, shed-roofed porches extend across both the front and the rear of the main block. A bay window
projects from the south facade of the west wing. Throughout the house, the first-story windows are of the six-over-one
double-hung wooden type; the second-story or dormer windows are six-over-six double-hung. The windows on the west
wing are embellished with brick jack arches for lintels, each with a white keystone. The house incorporates four
chimneys: two in exterior end positions in relation to the east wall of the main block, and one on the end wall of each
wing, also of the exterior end type. Each chimney is capped by a pair or trio of terra cotta chimney pots, and the
chimneys on the wings incorporate external fireplaces. The fireplace on the west wing, the larger of the two, appears
to have been designed for outdoor cooking. The overall picturesque aspect of the house’s exterior is enhanced by the
respective roofs of the three major sections, each having a distinctly different pitch. The east wing has the steepest pitch,
the west wing the gentlest. A decorative inscribed cornerstone, approximately 20x26 inches, is inset into the north end
of the west end wall. The inscription relates a brief history of the property, including the statement, “This residence was
built on the old foundations in 1942.”

"he main or central block is designed to represent the side-passage double-pile form that was so common in the
vernacular architecture of the early-nineteenth-century Chesapeake region. Both floors feature a stair passage on the
west that extends the full depth of the section, and front and rear rooms to north and south, respectively. The staircase
in the main block, which rises to the south, is the only interior stairway and provides access to the basement and attic
space as well as to the second floor. The kitchen occupies the southern first-floor room and includes an interior doorway
leading into the east wing. A finished room occupies the attic space enabled by the relatively steep pitch of the roof of
the main block. The attic derives some natural light from a single small window in the east gable. Pairs of interior
doorways leading into the west wing from the stair passage on the first and second floors offer the only access to that
section, as there is no exterior entry. The west wing has a single large room on each floor. This section includes the
entirety of the basement except for the interior stairway area under the west end of the main block. Approximately three
quarters of the east wing’s first floor is occupied by the two-bay garage, situated on the north. A rear interior doorway
in the garage gives access to the house proper via the laundry room in the southern quarter of the east wing first floor,
adjacent to the kitchen in the main block. The east wing’s second floor is a single-room apartment. The only access is
by the brick exterior stairway on the east end of the house, as there is no doorway to the second floor of the main block.

The architectural detail of the house interior is of Colonial Revival stylistic character; some of the individual elements,
such as the staircase and the leaded transom over the principal entry, are so well executed as to possibly pass for reused
Federal-period originals. The construction account compiled by owner-builder Frank Tomlinson, however, while making
his case for full compensation following the Navy’s 1942 acquisition of the property, noted the purchase of many
elements from sawmills and builders’ supply companies in Annapolis and St. Leonard. These elements included
windows and glazing, window frames, door frames, the railing, newels and other pieces for the staircase, cabinets,
shelving, mantelpieces for the fireplaces, and hardware. Tomlinson did reuse six doors from the earlier house, and
salvaged the summer beams, joists, floorboards, and most of the rafters employed in the main block and west wing. The
remaining rafters used in those sections were newly made, as well as the materials constituting the east wing and all of
<he brick above the foundation. The bricks from the old house were judged to be inadequate for reuse. The house
contains a total of seven fireplaces, located in the six first- and second-floor rooms of the main block and west wing and
in the second-floor apartment in the east wing (Tomlinson ca. 1942).
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A. SUMMARY

The construction of Quarters A, designed and built by English-born architect Frank Tomlinson to be his own residence,
was completed in 1942, just months before the acquisition of the property by the Navy for its Naval Mine Warfare Test
Center. This facility was redesignated the Naval Ordnance Laboratory Test Facility in 1947 and discontinued in 1968,
replaced on the property by the Naval Recreation Center. The house stands on the foundations of a historic dwelling
known as Point Patience. During the life of the ordnance testing installation, the house served as the commander’s
residence, and since 1968 has been a flag officer’s quarters for NAS Patuxent River.

Quarters A Solomons is eligible for the National Register under Criterion C, which applies to properties that are
significant for their architectural qualities. The house is a fine example of the eclectic domestic architecture of the pre-
war era. The house’s grounds, chosen and landscaped to create a grand and picturesque setting, constitute a contributing
element to the National Register property.

Contributing Elements

House
Grounds directly associated with house

B. GENERAL NARRATIVE

The Point Patience property was patented as a 360-acre tract by the Ashcom family in 1651, and continued in the hands
of the Ashcoms and the related Parran and Somervell families until 1893. The oldest known house on the Quarters A
site was destroyed in the course of a British raid during the War of 1812. The house was rebuilt circa 1820 as a two-
story brick structure. In 1893 a parcel containing the Point Patience house was acquired by John and Fannie Marburger,
who operated a hotel business in the house until 1916. In that year Thomas and Benjamin Parran, partners in Point
Patience, Incorporated, a land development firm, purchased the property, which by then had been reduced by successive
divisions to 117 acres (Harmon et al. 1996:58-79). In September 1941 the British-born architect Frank Tomlinson and
his wife Beulah bought the 52.5-acre parcel at the point from Point Patience, Incorporated. Assisted by his brother
George, Frank Tomlinson carried out a comprehensive redesign and transformation of the property. In addition to the
design work, the Tomlinsons acted as construction contractors, performed most of the labor of hauling materials
themselves, and did much of the simpler construction work, such as nailing up lath. The project extended to considerable
landscaping activity: building a post-and-rail fence for the large house lot, razing the old outbuildings, filling in some
of the marshland near the house site, grading the riverbank, and building up the terraces on the slopes leading up to the
house. The appraiser of 1942 valued the Point Patience house (exclusive of the rest of the Tomlinson property) at
$40,000, noting that, “All the work is of the best quality,” that it was built with the “finest of materials,” and that “the
interior has the best of everything” (Tomlinson ca. 1942).

In terms of architectural style, the Tomlinson house blends elements from the American Colonial Revival style, such
as Flemish bond brickwork and jack arches with keystones, with others derived from the Tudor Revival style and from
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the general British vernacular architectural heritage. Frank Tomlinson, the architect-owner, had himself immigrated
from Great Britain. Among the traditional British elements were the balustered brick exterior stairway, the chimney pots
and the wall dormers. The choice of a different roof pitch for each of the three major sections calls to mind the
vernacular houses of the British countryside that have been added to repeatedly over the centuries. Taken as a whole,
and considering the evident careful selection of its commanding riverside setting as typical of the historic dwellings of
the Chesapeake region, the house represents a unique evocation of the link between the British and American
architectural traditions by a British architect conversant with the American architectural heritage and its Colonial Revival
movement.

The U.S. Navy acquired the Tomlinson property on November 2, 1942, so that it could become a portion of the U.S.
Naval Mine Warfare Test Center. This facility was redesignated the Naval Ordnance Laboratory Test Facility in 1947.
In 1968 the ordnance test installation ceased operations, and the overall tract was converted to use as the Naval
Recreation Center. Throughout the period of U.S. Navy ownership, Quarters A has been used as quarters for the
Solomons commanding officer or for a flag officer serving at NAS Patuxent River. The Navy appears to have made
relatively few modifications to the house and its immediate grounds (Harmon et al. 1996:82, 86; Tomlinson ca. 1942).

Quarters A, Solomons Annex is eligible for the National Register under Criterion C, which applies to properties that are
significant for their architectural qualities. The house is a fine example of the eclectic domestic architecture of the pre-
war era, noteworthy for its harmonious employment of Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival elements. The house
occupies a picturesque location that was apparently chosen by the owner of 1941-1942 for its suitability as a setting for
a house that would be evocative of Maryland’s early heritage. The landscaping of the grounds, carefully maintained by
the Navy since 1942 in the manner appropriate to a senior officer’s residence, enhances this relationship between
building and setting. Hence the house’s grounds constitute a contributing element to the National Register resource.
Relatively little altered since its construction in 1942, Quarters A demonstrates integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 10024-0018

(8-86) al/_{pﬁ

Inited States Department of the Interior
nNational Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _8 Page _5_ Quarters A Solomons, NAS Patuxent River
Calvert County, Maryland

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Western Shore
Chronological/Developmental Period(s): Modern Period
Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture
Resource Type:
- Category: Building
Historic Environment: Suburban
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling—Military Facility

Known Design Source: Frank Tomlinson
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MAIJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Harmon, James M., Jessica L. Neuwirth, and Trenna Solomon-Valado

1996 Phase I Archaeological Resources Inventory, Naval Recreation Center, Solomons, Calvert County,
Maryland. Prepared by Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, Maryland Historical Trust, for the NAS
Patuxent River Public Works Department. On file, Public Works Department, NAS Patuxent River,
Maryland. '

Tomlinson, Frank
ca. 1942 Account of Construction Expenditures, Point Patience House (Quarters A, Solomons Annex). On file,
Public Works Department, NAS Patuxent River, Maryland.

U.S. Geological Survey

987 Solomons Island, MD. 7.5-Minute Series (Topographic) Quadrangle. U.S. Geological Survey, Reston,
Virginia.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Bou ription

The boundary for the National Register-eligible property is that encompassing the grounds directly associated with the
house, i.e., the landscaped lawn around the house.

Bound ificati

The land within the National Register boundary consists of land that is historically associated with Quarters A and that
composes its historic setting.
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The following items apply to all nine photographs:

Property Name: Quarters A Solomons, NAS Patuxent River
Location: Calvert County, Maryland
Photographer: Philip E. Pendleton (Berger)

Date of Photograph:  July 1998

Location of Negatives: NAS Patuxent River, Patuxent River, Maryland 20670

“ndividual Photograph Identifications:

1 View of Quarters A in context, view toward southwest

2 Quarters A, northeast and northwest elevations, view toward south
3 Quarters A, southwest and southeast elevations, view toward north
4 Quarters A, northwest and southwest elevations, view toward east
5 Quarters A, southeast and northeast elevations, view toward west
6 Detail of southeast elevation

7 Detail of inset historical plaque on northwest elevation

8 Interior detail of principal entry

9 Interior detail of stairway, first floor
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