(Capsule)

Smithville Parscn.ge

The significance of :he Smithville Parsonace is two-fold. Through its
mate.ials and design the building is a zood examzle of mid-ninetesnth century
American architecture, particulerly as is found in rursl arezs. The gabled
end roof with its deep cornices immediately susgests the Greek Revival style
wihich was so popular during the first half of the 19th Century. This rather
formal style was translated :nto American archiiectural vocatulary and eventuglily
influenced even the meanest houses, schools, churches and farm buildings. It
is tie style of the Smithville parsonage.

The second reason why this buildin: should be considered significant is not
of lesser importance than its architectural value. The role of churchlife in
rural America particularly prior to modern times, is som:times underestimated.
In a small 19th Century community such as Smithville, the local church or
churches, often provided not onl; moral strensth snd guidance on Sundays, but
social, educational, and other services as well througnout t.e week. It was
in meny instances the only gathering place which could house large zroups of
people. No less important then was the man in chargse of the church or the
building designated as his residence. Orzal tradition as well as deed ref:
A#H8/137 (copy attached) in the records of Calvert County revesl that this
property was owned by the "Methodist Zpiscipal Churchk South" a2t "Smithville
also called Dunkirx" and was the "parscnaze rroserty of the ‘est River Circuit"
at leact until 1922 when, it was sold to Clinton T. Trott.

According to the present owner, a former resident of Smithville who is
now deceased, s Tememberfattending school in the
room of this building. Acparently tutoring was among the many duties which the
the pastor performed for hais community.

One can see then that his house played an imoortant role in the lives of
those residents of Smithville who belonged to the Kethodist Zpiscipal Church
South, for it houses their pastor and tutor =znd today corntinues to have
importence as an example of a specific period in american architectural history.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The exact dates of this house are as yet unknown, however, it is known that
it was owned by Smithville Methodist Church and used as a parsonage until
1922 (reference). Smithville Methodist Church was built in 184 . The front
(E) portion of the house looks very much like it belongs to the Greek Revival
period with its three bay wide, one deep plan and the gabled-end roof with
deep cornices,

A Maple tree in the front yard is recorted to be 15C years old.

The rear or west wing appears to be one or even two additions. The
exterior siding of the rear :ortion is in shorter lengths and doesn't aquite
match that of the front and on the initerior the floorbeoards of the two wings
run in ppposite directions. At the same time, however, continuous siding
(which appesrs original) or. the north facade and examination of the rafters in
the attic su.gest that tke housc may have been more than one bay deep originally.
It is possible that the plan was already a L-shape and that only the portion
which now con.ains the kitchen was added.

The present structure has 7" overlapping clspboard. The fenesiration is
re;ular and there is a third gable in the rear which matches those on the
north and south ficades. The windows are 6/6 and contain what may be some
original glass. The floorbourds are random width and appecr to be original as
does the molding and hardware.

There is a porch on the front or esst end of the house. The materials
(tongue/grcove ceiling) a~.d its relationship to the off ce.ter windows suggests
that it ma; be a lster sddition, most likely of this century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Smithville Parsonage is two-fold. Through
its materials and design the building is a good example of mid-nineteenth
century American architecture, particularly as is found in rural areas.
The gabled end roof with its deep cornices immediately suggests the
Greek Revival style which was so popular during the first half of the
19th century. This rather formal style was translated into American
architectural vocabulary and eventually influenced even the meanest
houses, schools, churches and farm buildings. It is the style of the
Smithville parsonage.

The second reason why this building should be considered significant
is not of lesser importance than its architectural value. The role
of churchlife in rural America particularly prior to modern times, is
sometimes underestimated.in a small 19th c. community such as Smithville,
the local church or churches, often provided not only moral strength
and guidence on Sundays, but social, educational, and other services as
well throughout the week. It was in many instances the only gathering
pblace which could house large groups of people. No less important then
was the man in charge of the church or the building designated as his
residence., Oral tradition as well as deed ref: AAH8/137 (copy attached)
in the records of Calvert County reveal that this property was owned by
the "Methodist Episcopal Church South" at "Smithville also called
Dunkirk" and was the "parsonage property of the West River Circuit"
at least until 1922 when, it was sold to Clinton T. Trott.

According to the present owner, a former resident of Smithville
who is now deceased, s remembered attending school
in the room of this building. Apparently tutoring was among
the many duties which the pastor performed for his community.

One can see then that this house played an important role in the
lives of those residents of Smithville who belonged to the Methodist
Episcopal Church South, for it housed their pastor and tutor and today
continues to have importance as an example of a specific period in
American architectural history.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. i
RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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