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BRISCOE HOUSE 18th. &
mid-19th. c.

Appearing to be of 19th. century construction date this
two sbery frame heuse actually has incorporated into its
structure a much earlier 18th. century house. To the rear

elevation are two wings, both beileved to be af 18th. century
date.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The central chimney of the north wing, the asymmetry of the west or
front facade plus the report of an interior brick wall suggest that
"Stonesby," as we know it today, is the result of many additions and
remodeling of an older and smaller house. Facing the main facade and
looking from left to right (north to south) the first three bays are :
symmetrical to each other. The upper windows as a lot are not centrally
positioned; the two window frames on the south side are bigger than the
others; 6/6 lights occupy the north windows on the first floor while
6/9 occupy those on the right. The south wing has double chimneys and
the north wing has a central single chimney with double flues. These
differences suggest that the original house was a typical side-hall and
double-parlor with a centrally located chimney and fireplace.

The only basis for including the hall in the original plan is the
symmetry which it imputes, more detailed investigation of the interior
walls, and foundations is necessary for a final answer concerning the
plan of the original house.

There is little doubt, however, that an earlier house was added
on to and tradition holds that the same builder who built "Oakland Hal.
(cT=-139) . and who remodeled "Brooke Place Manor" (CT-46) was also
responsible for remodeling "Stonesby." Given the fine craftsmanship and
preference for high classical vocabulary in each building this possi-
bility is not remote.

In spite of any inconsistencies in its plan, "Stonesby" is a large
block three bays deep and five bays wide which is verified through its
clapboard exterior and deep eaves with large block-shaped brackets.

While the north and south wing do not correspond precisely to each other,
the house nevertheless has a central plan. One enters Stonesby by cross-
ing a wide veranda which early photographs prove to have been remodeled
at least three times. The main door is unusually wide (44" x 82") and
has double doors framed by a transom with sidelights.

Hall

The hall contains a grand stairs and entrances off its sides into
the various parlors, office, and dining room. Like so many early houses
in the Maryland and Virginia tidewater region, "Stonesby" takes advantage
of its hilltop site by having doors at appropriate ends of the hall.

The stairs proceed from landing to landing accomplishing three levels.
There are scrolled step-ends and an elaborate mahogany colored newell
characterized by its variously shaped cylindrical parts.

The most notable feature of the hall is a wooden arch which roughly
divides the room in half and which is decorated with carved rosettes and
details.

SEE_CONTINUATION SHEET No. 1
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

Like the rest of the rooms on the first floor, the ceiling in the
hall is 11'2" high. The door frames are trimmed with elaborate grooved
moulding making the frames 8" wide.

South Wing

This room is an addition (circa 1850) and is quite elegant. It
accomplishes the feeling of a double parlor; however, there is no actual
partition aside from the pilasters and two fluted ionic columns which
divide the room in half. Each half has its own rounded arch coal fire-
place decorated with marble faces that have rose medallions crowning
the arch. These fireplaces are served by enclosed chimneys.

The rooms are finished with an elaborate cornice consisting of
concave-convex (cyma reversa/cyma recta) mouldings.

North Wing

This is the older portion of the house, containing two rooms with
fireplaces that share the same chimney. The parlor or west room is
said to have been Dr. Briscoe's office and the family has a photo of the
Doctor in this room. It shows no major changes.

Woodburning fireplaces are served by a chimney in the wall which
divides these two rooms.

The living room is a larger room. In the south~-west corner of the
room, there is a large corner cupboard which appears to be late Georgian
in age and it once stood in Bleak Hill (CT-93) another Briscoe home in
the north part of the county.

Attic

It was observed in the attic that circular sawn rafters are joined
at the ridge via an open mortise-tenon and held with wooden pegs. Log
ceiling joists were noted as were purlins varying in width up to 14".
These contained cut nails.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET NO. 2
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

Outbuildings

There are several outbuildings located to the east of the main
house. Two of them, the meathouse and the dairy appear to be the oldest.

Meathouse

This building is 12' long and 10' wide with 9 1/2' between the
sill and eaves. It is vented by a single batten door which measures
72" x 35". Early loop-end strap hinges support the door which is con-
structed with early cut nails (double struck, heads on cut shanks).

The walls of the meathouse are built of clapboards attached to a
heavy post-and-beam frame made of hewn stuff. A gable end roof was
shingled. The interior of the roof and the characteristic exposed
beams show evidence of the smoking process.

Dairy

This building also has a post-and-beam frame. The interior is
lath and plaster; the exterior is covered with clapboards attached with
cut nails.

Although it is presently obstructed, the present owner says that
there is a small subterranean chamber below the floor of this little
one-room structure.

The roof is tetrahedronal. The supporting block is 9'3" square.
The building rests on a 1' brick foundation and there are 75" between
the sill and the eaves. The building is vented by a door and several
tiny windows; in the front (west), the door measures 57" x 29" and the
windows are 24" x 19".
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WALL CONSTRUCTION
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2. NAME

Briscoe House
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STYLE  Early Victorian
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

1705 w/ 1850 addition

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

OPEN TO PUBLIC No

This large Victorian 5 bay wide, 3 bay deep structure, is

attractive in

its ratner run-down state,
it commands a fine view of the Patuxent River.

High on a hill,
The A-roof

has a heavy cornice with many Victorian modillions of a rather

simple design.

To the rear of this house are two,

1-1/2 story

I8h century additions with exterior brick chimneys.

Incorporated into the fabric of the Briscoe House is the early
Ce 1705 frame structure which was the original house on the

property.
lain on the floor for over

In the main house of this property is a rug which has
100 years.

This house is filled with many historic associations and is

worthy of further study.

Good, but in need of repairs.,

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endongered

Interior E xterior

é 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH
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