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GRAY HOUSE ea. 19th. c.

The initial stage of this two part house is a one and
one half stery frame block, two bays in length, with the
originally exposed end chimney now partially cevered by
a twentieth century frame additien.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Family tradition holds that this house was moved to this site by Billy D. Gray
from another location "further up the road".

The central core consists of one room down and one up with a hall and stairs
on the east end. The massive chimney on the west end of the central block served
two fireplaces, one in the main block and another in a kitchen addition on the west
end. This "small” kitchen was torn down and replaced by the present wing during
Mr. L. Gray's memory. The wing on the east end was built just a few years ago and
was the result of remodeling a stripping shed. The fireplaces have been covered up
but a mantel survives in the main room, which is decidedly Federal in nature. Mr.
Gray says that the fireplace in the old kitchen still contains the crane from which
to hang a pot.

A brief examination of the interior provided few other clues to the early date
attributed to this house although the 9/6 sash windows that still contain bubbled
glass are certainly one early feature. The single chamfered post which was
"yreused" in constructing the back porch is another.

Another substantial element of this building is the stone foundation which
raises it c. 2' off of the ground on the south side.

Meathouse: Although it contains circular sawn materials, there is a meathouse
located c. 10' south of the south-west corner of the house that appears to have some
age to it. The cut nails present are consistent with a late Nineteenth Century date.
Mr. Gray has vivid memories of the sights, smells and tastes of the meat cured in
this building. He raised his own hogs until recently. Mr. Gray has a general
praise for the conveniences of modern living with the tractor and automocbile by his
favorites. He admits, however, that store-bought meats fail to compare with the
taste of those cured in this old meathouse.

Barn: Fortunately there is still a good number of tobacco barns in Calvert
County. Many of these claim an early construction date and a few exhibit structure
details that support this claim. Post-and-beam construction itself is an indication
of early building technique, although it alone is unreliable in differentiating be-
tween a 1790 and 1890 structure. Barns which have had their siding replaced are of
little help in producing datable hardware and roofs seem to have been altered and
replaced just as often as siding. The nails and siding on the barn at Woodlaun
(cT-2), however, are quite early and the plan and construction of the double-log
pen at Willow Glen (CcT-34) also suggests a pre-nineteenth century construction.
Rose-head nails in the door of the barn at the Ray House (CT-104) support the
claim of an early date for this barn, however, doors are not a totally reliable
dating device.

The barn with the greatest amount of datable structural details is the barn on
the Gray property (CT-42). In addition to post-and-beam construction, continuous
sills (pre-tractor-and-wagon), doors with rose-head nails, and forged loop-end strap
hinges. The Gray barn contains on its east end vertical siding fixed with hand made
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The only house which matches Brinkman's description and the location cited on
the county historic sites map is that owned by Louis Gray. There is little reason
readily apparent for designating this as a "slave house". Mr. Gray is a white man
who is seventy-five years old, and he says that both his father and his grandfather
were born here. He knows of no reason for seeing this as a slave dwelling.

The massive chimney, well decorated pedimented dormers and end-hall plan are

features not normally associated with slave dwellings. It is the experience of this
surveyor that few slave dwellings in this area were frame.
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nails. It is the only barn, thus far recorded, which has contained a full wall of
vertical weatherboard held with such nails. Similar nails were observed in the
collars of the roof along with, what were perceived to be, early spikes fixing the
rafters to the ends of the tie-beams.

The main block is 20' wide and 7 rooms (c. 28') in depth. A 12' shed runs the
full length of the south side and it appears to be original. There is evidence
that this shed once had rafters which were mortised-and-tenoned and fixed with
trunnels into the posts of the south wall about 7' above the sill. Another shed
measuring 1l0' is attached to the east end but is probably a later addition. This
shed housed a screw-prize (according to Mr. Gray) and the 8' x 6' shed attached to
it occupies the space in which he and his brother used to "pull down" on the
prize's lever.

Typical of early post-and-beam construction are the massive plates and sills.
They are continuous making the doors impassible to any vehicles. The plates are
— ¢. 7" thick and where they receive the tenon of an upright they are carved out for
a space of c. 1l6".

The tie-beams or joists are cut out to lap over the plate and are held in place
by trunnels. The ends of these beams protrude c. 1" and support a plate c. 1"
thick by 1' in width. Where the tie-beams intersect this plate the rafters are
nailed into place. Large spikes with irregularly shaped heads fix these rafters
and a collection of early and late cut nails reinforce the spike.

Each truss is reinforced by three collars between the tie-beam and ridge, and
they are lap-joined and fixed by early cut nails. There is no ridge pole of any
sort. The rafters are lap-joined and nailed at the apex. The lack of nail holes
in the south rafters of the truss system suggest that there has never been a
perfect A frame roof and that the south shed is original to the plan, given the
presence of hand made nails in the east siding and doors, this fact is significant.
The unusual hipped roof of Maryland tobacco barns, while the results of additions
in some barns, may be original to others. It is certainly so in this case.

The result is an original structure c. 20' x 28' with an A-frame roof, modified
to accommodate a 12' x 28' single story addition on the south side. The outer
most walls of this shed were formed by cedar tree-posts with runners. The posts
were fastened into a hewn plate via mortise-and-tenon with trunnels. If the east
wall can speak for the rest of the structure, the exterior was covered with
vertical weatherboards averaging " in width (poplar? ) fixed by hand made nails
(struck heads, cut shanks, beaten points).
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This is a fine small example of a maritime house with the roof
extending over both the front and rear to form a porch. The
house is 2 bays wide with the door on the left with an overlight
The windows are 9/6. The old brick exterior chimney on the right
end is now enclosed in a fairly recent addition. There are 2
peaked dormers on the roof of the o0ld house.

This small very attractive structure deserves further study as
a fine Example of it's type, and one of the few to survive.

DATE OF Recore U1y 17, 1967

S Tm—
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