CT-21 LATE 18th. c.

JOHN JOHNSON HOUSE

The one and one half story wing of this two part frame
house constitutes the initial stage. It is three bays in
length and has a single exterior end chimney. The two

story main block is two bays in length and is of late 19th,”
century date.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Most of the attention paid to Robinson's Rest has been devoted to
the small dwelling which is ihdeed an interesting problem. Although
specific dates have not been pinned down, the oldest portion of ths house
(south wing with exterior chimmey) is conceivably an Eighteenth Century
structure and certainly early Nineteenth Century. The house has been
made an historic district and receives the protection of the Calvert
County Historic District Crdinance.

Unfortunately the same can not be said for the barn and in fact
relatively little has been said at all. Inspection of the interior suggests
that it might be as old as the oldest portion of the house. Mrs. Arlene
Hutchins' research turned up evidence that William R. Sewell built "a
dwell%ng house, tobacco house, and fences" at Robinsons Rest prior to
1814.° Whether or not this is the same tobacco house is uncertain but
there can be little doubt that the barn is quite old.

The building is divided into thirds by four transverse sills. Like
the other beams in the building they are hand hewn, average 8" x 11" in
thickness and are joined by mortise-and-tenon with 1" diameter trunnels.
The original barn (withous shed additions measures 23'10" in length and
168" in width. The longest sill runs the entire length of the barn.

The three part plan allows for opposite double doors in the middle
of the building (east and west sides) which are 7'6" wide and 9'6" high.
Single doors of the same height are on each and (north and south). The
doors appear to have their original forged strap hinges.

The south section contains a root pit.

What may be original siding remains on the south wall., It is ver-
tical siding 4" thick, random width with an average of 13", Tt is
curious to note that the gables are covered with horizontal siding.,

Sheds of different periods are attached to the north, south, and
east facades.

1. Then and Now
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Robinson's Rest

liost of the attention pauyed to Aobinson's Hest hus been devoted to
the small dweliing which is indeed an ianteresting uroblem. Although
specific dates have not -ecen pinned down, the oldest portion of tae house
(south wing with exterior chimmey) is conceivably an Zighteenth Century
structure and certainly early Nineteenth Century. <+he house has been
made an historic district and receives the protection of tne Calvert
County Historic Disirict Crdinance.

Unfortunately the same ca2a not ve szid for the barn and in fact
reiatively little has beer szid at all. Inssection of the interior suggests
that it mignt be as old as the oldest .ortion of tie house, Iirs. sirlene
Hutchins' research turned up evidence that #illiam X. sewell buili "a
dwelling house, tobacco house, and fences'" at Robinsons Rest prior to
1814.1 Whether or not this is the same toba_co house is uncertain but
there can be little doubt that tae barn is quite oid,

The building is divided into thirds by four transverse sills. Like
the other beams in the building they are haand hewn, averace 8" x 11" in
thickness and are joined by mortise-and-tenon with 1" diameter trunnels.
The original barn (without shed additions measures 23'10" in length and

16'8" in widtn. <he longest sill runs the entire length of the barn.

1, Then and How
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The three part plan allows for opposite dcuble doors in the middie
of the building (east and west sides) which are 7'6" wide and 9'6" high.
Single doors of the same height are on each end (nortn and south). The
doors appear to have their original forged strap hinges.

The soutnh section contains a root pit.

What may be original siding remains on the south wall., It is ver-
tical siding 1/2" thick, random width with an average of 13". It is
curious to note that the gables are covered with horizontal siding.

Sheds of different periods are attached to the north, south, and

east facades.
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
INVENTORY CT=2
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fate 18th Century

DATE OR PERIOD

STYLE _ aqd Ia?er
architect laryland Colonial
BUILDER

; FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

i8th

This appears to be a small

exterior chimney rises from the

interior.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

an A-roof which slopes steeply from front to rear.
is a 2 story 2 bay wide non-descript one.
3 bays wide with 2 6/0 windows and the door on the left.
are two 6/6 peaked dormers on the front of the roof.

separaced trom the wall above the first story level.
through a window it appears that nothing old is left in the

KO

OPEN TO PUBLIC

Century I-1/2 story cottage with
The addition
The old section is
There

An

right end of the house - it is
From looking

The house is deserted. This is interesting as an example of a
small 18th Century house, of which there are very few in Calvert
County,

POOR

Interior Exterior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Authar, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, £7TC.
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PAB  7/22/07
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