CT-13 ca. 1860

MILLS HOUSE

One of the most interesting Victorian cottages in
Southern Maryland is the Mills House, decorated with jigsaw
patterned barge boards and porch brackets. The roof has a
chimney at each end and a large cross gable at the facade.
A small centered Victorian period porch stands a$ the prin-_
ciple facade. The immediate grounds are enclosed #m by 4 with &
Victorian picket fence.
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2 DESCRIPTION Cr-13

CONDITION ' CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X.EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS X-ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one-story white clapboard cottage has a Victorian appearance which disguises
its true age. It measures one room deep by five bays wide. Two gabled dormers con-
taining 6/6 sash light either side of the loft.

On the first floor, a central door appears in either side, east and west., A
Victorian 4-pane transom and 3-pane sidelights surround the east door. The other
four bays on this side contain windows, with 9/9 sash to the south and 9/6 sash to
the north. The southern two bays of the west side contain 9/9 sash. Two 6/6 sash
windows appear in either gable end in the loft. Two 9/6 windows, which have been
shortened from their original 9/9, light the first floor's south end. A pair of
louvered shutters accompanies each window.

A porch runs along the west side of the house. The northern section of this
porch has been enclosed, covering two bays on this side. The southerly of these
two bays has always contained a door. The enclosed porch has a 6/6 window on the
west., The north end of the house has one later 6/6 window lighting the first floor.

A late-19th century kitchen adjoins the Mills House to the north. It includes
one 6/6 window in either side, east and west, and a door to the north,

A large tower-like dormer containing a round-topped 6/6 window and featuring a
gingerbread gable was added to the center of the roof's east side at the turn of the
century. Below this dormer a hip-roofed porch covers the central three bays., Its
four posts are cut with fanciful jig-saw "X"'s and are braced with sawn scrollwork
brackets.

The 24' x 20' original section of the Mills House includes the center stair hall
and south room. This part contains 18th century construction and features, although
they are not detailed enough to allow close dating. The ceiling rises 9'8" to exposed
wall pldtes. This original section may have once had a different floor plan.

The south end was originally brick with a large exterior chimey. It was changed
after c. 1890 to its present frame end with an interior brick chimmey. The elaboarate
mantel apoears to date from c. 1830, and may have been re-used from the north additior.
Engaged reeded columns support the mantel. A'band of reeding runs under the central
portion, whose two vertically fluted panels separate a central sunburst set in a
horizontal rectangle with cut-out corners, and similar vertical sunbursts over the
colums. Two deeply-cut Greek ovolo moldings support the delicately carved mantel
shelf,

The north room was added c. 1830, The ceiling height is 8, A fireplace was once -
located in the north end. s )
The present stair may have been added at the time of the 1830 addition. The
banister's rounded end forms the newel cap, which rests on a slim, rounded post. The

step end boards are simple curves. The stair rises to a landing before its return.

On the second floor, many of the south room's features date from the rebuilding
of the south end. The gable windows display the same moldings and corner blocks as
those used in the hall. The plain late-19th century mantel employs quirk-ogee mold-
ings similar to those reframing the architraves in the parlor below. Only the beaded
dormer framing appears original. The six shallow door panels lack the fine moldings
of the first-floor doors. All the first-floor doors are composed of six panels dis-
playing finely-cut moldings.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC —_COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 X ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
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X1 700-1»7»99 —ART - —ENGINEERING —MUsIC --THEATER
X 1800-1899 —COMMERCE ‘ —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY X-TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mills House is one of the most charming and
architecturally interesting houses in Lower Marlboro.

It sits on the Patuxent River bank just south of the
village center. A picket fence, two large cedar trees,
and patches of garden provide a quaint setting for the
house,

This house began as a cottage with a brick end and
large chimmey. It may date from as early as the mid-18th
century, and is one of the oldest extant dwellings in the
village,

According to the late owner, Mrs., Elizabeth Mills,
"a Mr. Dalrymple, then postmaster of the town, lived
here in the 1880's and 1890's and Captain Gourley of the
steamboat line lived here while he was captain of the
line coming here from Baltimore."

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




CT-13
FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Information from the following deceased persons, as recorded
in Calvert County Historic District Application #HD-75-1
(filed with Calvert County Planning Office)

« Mrs. Elizabeth Mills(b.c.1890's)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET 1F NECESSARY Mr. Griffith Armiger (b, 1883)

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA Mr. Lawrence M. Wells(b. 1886)

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .15

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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/

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BbUNDARlES

STATE i COUNTY
STATE } COUNTY -
[81F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Merry Stinson
ORGANIZATION DATE
Calvert County Historic Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
- Box 107 _ MD _20754,
CITY OR TOWN STATE Zip
Dunkirk

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 108



Description Continued CT-13
Mills House

Two steps lead down from the hall to the chamber over the low-
ceilinged north room. This room has an odd "sunken" feeling since its
eaves line is continuous with the south section. A floor patch at the
north end indicates the removal of the chimney. The door to this room
is identical to those below, and includes a wooden drop-bar latch.

The original attic construction includes the unusual feature of
rafters placed width-wise against the roof. This construction also appears
in the oldest sections of CT-113 Chaney Farm and CT-22, Archer's Hays.
In all three cases the buildings also feature some exposed construction
members. In the Mills House, the rafters' apex is mortise-tenoned and
double nailed. The rebuilt south end framing demonstrates that the
chimney stack was enormous. The north end's studs contain wrought nails
left from this previously exterior end's siding. The 1830's attic
framing includes the more usual form of rafter. These members are
half-lapped and pegged at the apex. The collars are half-lapped and
double-najled.



o035 204

Form 10-445 |1. STATE Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
(5/62) INVENTORY
i COUNTY  Galvert

TOWN 1 ower Marlboro VICN'TY CT=13 2. name  Victorian House

STREET NO.

DATE OR PERIOD Ce 1860

ORIGINAL OWNER ——

STYLE Victorian
ORIGINAL USE . |
PRESENT OWNER Dwelling ARCHITECT

PRESENT USE

WALLCONSTRUCTBHelllgf board 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES . apboar
=
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC g

This house is a typical mid-nineteenth century farm house which has bmen
enlivened by the addition of much fanciful Victorian gingerbread decoration.
The house 1s 5 bays wide and 2 bays deep with a rather steeply pitched A-roof.
The first storey windows are 9/9. The door is a central one and has overlights agd
sidelights. There are 2 peaked dormers on thq@oof. The central bay has an en-—
larged dormer on the roof which projects almost as a garden tower. This dormer has
a round—arched window and elaborately cut barge boards along the roof line. A
screened-in front porch which covers the 3 central bays of the house is supported
by gingerbread columns of very intricate. A picket fence also cut in an elaborat?
gingerbread pattern surrounds the front yard of the house. The grounds are well
kept up and have old, well-preserved outbuildings. There is a very large old
cedar tree in the front yard.

This house 1s interesting as one of the few good gingerbread decorated
Victorian houses in Calvert County.

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PHOTOG “‘SHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endongered Interior Exterior
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plon Optionol) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
L 8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.
e

PAUL A. BRINKMAN

16/7/61

DATE OF RECCRD
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Elizabeth Mills
Mills House
Lower Marlboro

=23 49/ 179
Jovember 4, 1942

county Corporation County Trust Company

stone planted on the shore of Mills Creek on the West side of the Store
House.

aad 30/589

Zhe Zastern Shore
rust Company County Corporation
suly 19, 33
we.t of public road called the 014 Mill Road
J 2c.

~znd owned by the late Gilbert Gott

Octobver 15, 1929

Jom B. Gray

N The Eastern Shore
attironey

Trust Company
lortage from George E. Hawkins and wife to the Eastern Shore Trust Co.

203 ac.

~ugust 14, 1919

angus . Lloore
¥olicie C. Moore George E. Hawkins

30D 16/443
v anuary 29, 1916

onn F. Lovett
attie Lovett tngus M. Moore
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Zctover 21, 1913

Zobin Vnitten
znd wife Jchn P. Lovett
Bettie Lovett
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2585 Rova Road Snnapolis Marpland 24404
(204) 267-5087

January 20, 1975

Mr. Perry Van Vleck
2531 Second Avenue, Suite #4
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Perry:

First, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
for a most enjoyable day spent examining the "Victorian
Cottage"” at Lower Marlboro and Red Hall. The visit to Red
Hall was a rewarding experience and I would like to again
congratulate you on the fine job you did executing its
restoration.

As regards the "Victorian Cottage" at Lower Marlboro: I

think this small house is one of that town's most valuable
assets in terms of its historical features and as much atten-
tion as possible should be given this property to insure its
preservation. I was very pleased to have the opportunity

to examine it, particularly since it is one of my favorite
buildings in that area of the county. I was very impressed
with the amount of original fabric that remains and the small
amount of alteration that has occured. I thought the stair
particularly noteworthy and an unusu lly sophisticated feature
for so small and simple a building. Taken together such
features, i.e., stair, moldings, and framing, are all indica-
tive of a construction date within the period 1790-1820 for
the first two rooms (hall and south room) and a slightly later
date, probably 1840-60 for the room on the north side of the
hall, the front porch and the cross gable. The two shed ad-
ditions on the north end and west side are, of course, more
modern in date.

Lower Marlboro is one of Calvert County's most interesting and
important historical sites and I hope those involved in the
welfare of the County will always consider the preservation of
its integral features, natural or manmade, mandatory.

If T can be of any further assistance to you in regard to this
or any other matter please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,
B B L

: P M Ly A
) Adbncol VY

. Richard Rivoire

Saslorcont’ anad Culbicral SHabincpistection
@Z%ﬁbmdbu»ufgfaqgauunnéummd'qga»unaméétgz&uaédnu»uf

JRR:sh




March 27, 1975 C:Ti.LB

toard of County Commissioners N
Courthouse

{rince Frederick, Maryland 20678

Gantlenen:

Under provisions of Article 5.00 of the Calvert Counir Ordimance for the
Dzsignation and Preservation of Historical Districts, thes h_storlc District
Comaission has reviewed the application of Miss Elizabeth 2. Mills (Encl 1 §&
2) for the Historical District designation of the "Victorian Cottage' located
on Patuxent Street in Lower Marlboro in the Third Election District, Calvert
Co

The property is included in the Maryland Historic T
oric Places in Calvert County as Site CLVT-13 (Encl
ssors Map #14 as Parcel 64 (Encl 4).

t Inventory of
znd is shown on

-

n v—‘

() !‘f
73] "‘

Mr. J. Richard Rivoire, Architcctural Historian of ¢!
Trust, has evaluated the site and comments that the "hcus one of the town's
a5t valuzble assets in terms of its historical features znd as much attention
25 possible should be given ... to insure its preservation”. (Encl 5)

e Maryland Historical
is

%
o
=
.

<

fter careful review of the application and the historical information
“‘ellable concerning this 51;5, it is the conclucion of ths Historic District

CounL} Ordinonce for De 51gndulon and Flesel\atlon of Histori Ccl Dlﬁtrlcts and
that the application should bes approved.

It is recommended that the County Commissioncrs schedule a public hearing
vith relation to this casc and take action to designate tuz property as a
Historical District.

Sl!};"l ely, /

//‘//l / //7"/}//¢ —’L

Perr»/v“n Viecl, Chairman
S tacls listoric District Commission
457
cc  Calvert Cou iaty Historical Trust Committec
Calvert County lilstorical Society

As provided by Calvert County}Ordinance, dated June 4, 1974
“zw he attached

T . a5t Photas: Deeds or Historical bGesuments; Plats; etce
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APPLICZ\TIO\J FOR CALVERT COUNTY DESIGNATION OF HISTORICAL DISTRICT (1) /77/ /5 /fé

=
Name of Applicant: /Mﬁs) kj'zabe‘//&/% 'I‘/ //S

Mailing Address: /50)( 27 L0 weo P/MLé%(, 0&0‘1«;/159 Md- 20326

Name of Property:
Location: Election District: 1 2 @ Community: /[gzyev florkbraz, bt
Adjoining Road;s/) CA[W{XZ} u—béév J?a‘zz,j ,z/{?‘:«;“l;ej’
T4 -2792

Map Coordinates:

Assessors Map No. /[j

z/L;, ag/r—w/ W‘z«”/ﬂ«éﬂ $S X
frrm /n*“&‘ffec"‘—lm(l S.5:ds o“’l A.”&é[s 5

~Acres
Metes and-Bounds Description(s):

:1 ““ﬂ" h“bw follunena road abhnd 40uds 1o iv-/cv Jécfo"”&"t road A N 5td¢cr‘
J J
‘14; ﬁﬁm‘uxwf”@m mej shore

G crla’t ‘Ffﬁmwh Arnau—\cr bc u )’Ié/av*? a/hruf?()
Attach to apphcatlon

J 4 d
+ersecton wrl& Survey Plat or Tax Map Extract:
uc( o#wou,éﬂ" fotlruring Wells 5. bW&(d/‘l? ba.ck do SFo ¥ «wa pecuT

* grd g,&:zm{ruﬂ M.l Deed feren;z,e Lbev Aty Y

& .44 Folip 179

Owner of Rec
County Zoning District:
Miss Mmg,/\(j/,(} nne Lpedls

i\d. ning Property Owners (2):
MVC'" Ff""”« /v}rwwcevv

Area:

economic,

flcant elements of cultural, social,

Significance of Site (Describe signi
or other basis for requesting de51gnat10n) (2):

political or architectural history,

Por  allacl A

Other Remarks (2): Tle m‘}!armaj’ll Cwo.bcmj—% Feenu Jouu/uﬁﬂ—u ﬁé@mb rcd_"
statm v b paw heahabor aﬁ# M Ar/mf(eq / Z)r (853,
Jseis e b ﬁrmcrnew&bpr

Tl\e m"lorﬁ”aﬁl'léz'{'w a%nd/%u &MUJ—«Q. (s A
w(w'm H. C{}fﬂgﬂve\o has Swe dutf) b J8%C, Lle Qs ved ;i\’flua hen se_as & 9/@:@
11w abowe machowd Hr. DJM
[ TrcealV

bovy w AL his mpHier— osud 9%6)9‘7%/@:—,
sreachments (3): 2 fUhss; Deomifdin &,A/,eszi( il ;Z%r M A5

b 1[22/757; Tax ,ﬂcww ot

Signature of Applicant: %&%ﬂ /% th

7
St —

Concurrence of Owner:

As provided by Calvert County\"Ordinance, dated June 4, 1974

May be attached .
|
£3) Such as: Photos; Deeds or Historical Documents; Plats; etc.

Enee !




Adjoining Roadgs’) Chaniee cebls 1 cmd enToieteid
d

Assessors Map No. /_4/ :. Map Coordirnctes: ﬁ[\él “2 (['172

2 Acres ”/V a €L mz‘zvﬂ‘(ﬁ- S
Metes and Bounds Description(s): Frrem ;n‘le/w{’eo‘hmd S. 5/ 4. /L’él[_s
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Owner of
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County Zoning District:
‘9ining Property cwners (2): M 195 HMQ './LJ’/,(] nive L(}-&d 5
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icance of Site (Describe 51gn1f1cant elements of cultural, social, economic,
cal or arch1tectura1 history, or other basis for requesting designation} (2):
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12 -
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Application No, HD 75-1
VICTORIAN COTTAGE (ELIZABETH MILLS) CT_]?)
Assessors Map 14, Parcel 64
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