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GRAHAME HOUSE

Situated near the town of lower Marlboro is the Grahame
House, one of Calvert County's finest specimens of mid -18th,”
century architecture. Of brick, Flemish bond construction,
the hoyse is five bays in length at the west facade. The
dormerigable roof with a single chimney enclosed within each
end wall has a cat-slide (salt box)profile¥. The fine inter-
ior paneling of this house is now displayed in the H. F. DuPont
Winterthur Museum at Wilmington, Delaware.

At one end is a one and one half story frame addition
built in the mid-twentieth century.
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The Grahame Housce is loecated near lower Marlboro,
Calvert County, Maryland. The house 1s approximately one-
TIEL of 2 mile morth of Mapy tamd Boute 262, one-fourth mile
northeast of the junction of Route 262 and Maryland Route 5273.

This iz an eightdenth-cantury original one-and-ane=half=
stopy brlick shell with a steoply pltehed "AY roof. 'The
house, over a high basement, 1s five bays long and three bays
Jepp conglrusted of Drick Tald dm Memish bomd with all the
headers glaved. All the windows have sepFmental arches cone-
sisting of Lwo rows ol header brick. The window sills are
modded bilak as Is the water Labde cap. Phe Lo windows
high in the basement have sepmental arches and have vertical
iron grille bars built into the brickwork. 'The central
entrance deoor has a transow. A chimney is buillt Into each
sable-end wall. The three peuaked dormers on the roof appear
to be recent at this time (1970). The one-and-a-half-story,
two-buy-wide addition to the right &1 the house wlith exterior
walls of beaded clapboard and a single peaked dormer appears
of ‘egily constrwetdom.

The alterations have included the purchase and removal
of the fine paneling throuphout the house to the llenry
Francls dulPont Wintorthur Muscum, belaware,-and the absence
o' the oripginal entrarce door and window [‘rames.

The present (1971) owners have Installed modern sashes
and have filled the old openings with brick. They are
pletgmptine Lo reconstruet the Tnterior peneling.
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The Tate cighteenth=-century owner of the Grahame i@y |
Charles drahame, wias associated with Frederick Cal vart ,
sixth Lord Baltimore, thhrouph Grahame's brother and with
Thomas Johnson, rirst clected Governor of the State of
Maryland, through Grahame's son. Grahame's brother, David
apghame, married Charlotte Hyde , couddy of tie «iglh Lord
Baltlmore. She became a widow in 1754 and Baltimore appolnted
Charles Grahame to two Iuerative patronage jobn-=Naval
Orficer of the Pocomoke and Surveyor General of the Fastern
Shore--so that he could support his sister-in-law. Baltimord
acting through Governor lloratio Sharpe replaced Grahame &
year later when Charlotte lyde Grahame remarried.

Charles Grahawe's son, John Colin Grahame, married
Ann Jennings Johnson the daurhicr of Thomas Johnion, f1rst
elected dovernor of the State ol Maryland, which strengthened
the assoelation between the two wmen. They served Ltogether
In the Lower House ol the Marvyland General Assembly. Roue
it11l, north of I'rederick, was u weddling present from Governor
Johmson to his daughter and son-in~-law. After settling at
Rose Hill and establishing, himself in Frederick Comntys,
John drahame sold his t'ather's Calvert County holdings.

Charles Grahame's

political ecarcer which included help-

Loy 8& dpalt Wary Voand™ Firsd constltutlion CATN6) el oo
provinge's profgsi to the Stamp bet (1765, as well aus hlo

clectlon to the first session of the Maryland Senate L) .,
brought drahame into contact with the lcaders of Mary land
politlies including two Signers of the Declaration of Tnde-
pendence:  Samuel Chase and William Paca.

Sometlme atter 1755 drahame purchased several tracts
of land near Lower Mariboro in Calvert County from Chrintion
smith who, by a previous marriage, was the mother of Phoma:
Sim Lee, the second elected Governor of Maryland (1f/79-1762
and 1792-1794). irahame may have built the Grahame House in
the 1750's or he may have nsed a house already on the
property. BEvldence sugpests that a house existed before
o the sawe Trauct os Lhe present (1971 ) byl lding.
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r9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Recorders: Paul A.Brinkman, Maryland Historical Trust;
Nancy Miller, Historian, Maryland Historical Trust,
September 1970.
Calvert County Land Records, Will Records, Land Patents and
Rent Rolls, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
Archives of Maryland, LVI, LXI, LXIII, Proceedings and Acts of
{ — the Assembly, 1758-1761, 1766-1768, 1771-1773.
(0. GROGRAPHICAL DATA SEE-CONTINUAT,
CATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODROINATES T T TATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORBINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY (o) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT DF A PROPEATY
R OF LLESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDRE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Dogoos Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
nw {38 39 *33 - 76 ¢ 40 * 54 - ° ' . ° , .
NE 38039 333. 760”0-3”-
SE §8 ©39 +17 - | 76° 4O 34 -
W 8 039 .17 . | 760 40 .54 .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NDMINATED PROPERTY; sixt—y_fqur acres
LI1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FDR PROPERT!ES-BCER—L—:;;I—; STA{'é O_F; EBUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: e cobe Jcounty coDE
[ ]
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
STATE: coDE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: D CODE COUNTY: CDDE
1. FORM PREPAREQ BY T :
NAME AND TiTLE:
Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Reglster
ORGANIZA'HON DATE
Maryland Historlcal Trust . Dec. 13, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:
94 College Avenue
eITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Annagolis Maryland
{Ti. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer fur the Na-
tlonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw
89-665), | hereby nominale this property for inclusion

1 hereby certify that this property 1s included in the

National Register.

in the Natlonsl Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Natlonal Park Service. The recomme nded
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State () Local KX

Do Ryt |

ATTLST:
' Orlando Ridout IV ‘
titte State Lialson Officer i

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
.
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Grahame House

#6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS continued
Historic American Building Survey
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C. Code: 11

1970 Federal

#9. REFERENCES continued

Archivés of Maryland, XII, XVI, XXI, Journal and Correspon-
dence of the Council of Safety, 1776-1779.

Archives of Maryland, VI, IX, XIV, Correspondence of
Governor Horatio Sharpe, I-III, 1753-1777.

Stein, Charles Francis, A History of Calvert County
Maryland, n.p., the author and the Calvert County
Historical Society, 1960.

Owings, Donnell MacClure, His Lordship's Patronage
Offices of Profit in Colonial Mar land, Baltimore;
Maryland Historical Society, 1953.

Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Maryland from the Earliest
Period to the Present Day, 3 vols., reprint, Hatboro,
Pennsylvania: Tradition Press, 1967.
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Name of Property: N arhar Mastere Hoapae!! : Ct-10

Location: Election District: 1 Z(iE} Community: Towe ‘ar;onro
Adjoining Road(s) Chanevville Po2d alsn c2lled Tower Ia rltoro Roszd
and Ponte "262 ZE/
- Assessors Map No. /‘f éﬂ/pr Map Coordinates: ,c;/gff"?%
Area: Acres /-JﬁZS,
Metes and Bounds Description(s): See Attached Plat -

Survey Plat or Tax Map Extract: Attach to application

Owner of Record: Nicholss P, and Narol M. "filson Deed Reference: JLB/A&»—.BZ'/

County Zoning District: Third D3 atrint

Adjoining Property Owners (2):

Significance of Site (Describe significant elements of cultural, social, economic,
political or architectural history, or other basis for requesting designation) (2):

This %suse -rag erecte? 1470 ar? a second sectior was 277ed or roved and sttached to the

orginat sectlon in the early 17th Century. ATl Jocal shivning of Tobacto and oLiher procucts
fram tho coionigs-ta an"l-:\n{: ere—aandlgd %vr the-Jooal H_ﬂvﬂ’v\'n Yagter 1thg rogided dn thig

house, 7t later beecname the loeal villase ﬂm surrounding erea store and Post Office. The
orzinal 717ih Century Fidine. doors. woodunrk. mantles, stairvev ronelline are still in cood
~~ndition. The house is of Post and Eeam Construction and alzo has a c—eat dezl of the
acfeal P oapmia Mo lo Yeemean prd—iba—gtmors slaved s-vemwdmpentant comd 4o dhg o133
L e - S ek - .?. - mew wd a2 NdAd e\ U aad -_-— A ETE Y SR k—-;\‘]‘.&w — v a..t ——HVJ- e A N ——a . g
of the economy of the Tounty snd %tate 2nd it is a fire exarnle of the earlv architecture

of Marviend

Other Remarks (2):

Attachments (3): Plat of the proverty and victure of the house sng story by Mrs. &1llene

Hutchins December 2, 1972, Prince Frederick Pecorder, Calvert County Then and Now ( which

Signature of Applicant: /ﬂ/j )///

tells the story of the Harbtor Masters House.

Concurrence of Owner:

) = As provided by Calvert Courty Crdinance, dated June 4, 1974
MY May he zttachad

{7} Such as: Photos; Ileeds or Historical Dccuments; Plats; etc.
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" NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland

COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HI§TORIC PLACES Calvert
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type &ll entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

(1. NAME

commoN:  Oprahagme House

ANO/QR HISTORIC: GY nt. |
2. LocaTion /Manor, Patuxent Manor House .

ITAEET AND NUMBER:  one-f1fth mile northeast of the intersection of
Maryland Route 262 and Maryland Route 523

CITY OR TOWN:
Lower Marlboro

STATR: conE |COUNTY: cobw

Maryland S5h Calvert 009

P.. PHOTO REFERENCE L

pHoto creoit David Allan Gibb

DATE OF PHOTOI —1967

Nesative miveo aT Maryland Historlcal Trust, 94 College Avenue,
Annapolils, Maryland 21401
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