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T-260 1878
Christ Episcopal Church
St. Michaels

public worship

Christ Episcopal Church is one of the architectural centerpieces of St.

Michaels. The Gothic Revival parish church was erected in 1878 on the same site

as the former Episcopal church buildings. Following the longitudinal plan of
countless parish churches in England, this granite building is decorated with High
Victorian detail. The mixture of granite and half-timber framing with brick nogging
on the east gable end is a playful contrast of sem-coursed stone and a medieval
framing practice. Unconventional mixtures of stone and brick frame most of the
major window and door openings, and the steeply pitched patterned slate roof is
highlighted by a combination of large and small dormers. A multi-paneled brick
chimney is a significant feature on the south roof slope. Inside the church follows

a standard longitudinal plan with a vestibule, nave and apse. The principal rafter
through-purlin roof system is commonly found in large structures with a long roof

span.

Church history relates that worship has been conducted on this site since the
late seventeenth century, and four different structures have housed this long-
standing Episcopal congregation. Built largely of Port Deposit granite shipped on
barges down the Chesapeake, this centrally located church with its tall broach spire
represents an important religious as well as architectural landmark in Talbot

County.
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form | D02 _yes )no

1. Name {indicate preferred name)

historic Christ Episcopal Church

and/or common

2. Location

street & number East side of Talbot Street — not for publication

city,town St., Michaels —_ vicinity of congressional district First

state Maryland county Talbot

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district — . public X occupied — . agriculture —  museum

X building(s) __X private ____unoccupied —__commercial —__park

— structure —— both — work in progress — educational — private residence

___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment X _religious

™ __ object ——in process X _yes: restricted —government __scientific

—— being considered ——_yes: unrestricted —— industrial ___transportation
__xnot applicable ——_no —__military —___other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Trustees of Christ Episcopal Church
street & number Talbot Street ___telephone no.:
city,town St. Michaels state and zip code Np 21663

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber
street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio
city, town . 4. state

6. Representation in Existing #istorical surveys

title Maryland_- Historic Sites Inventory

_.date 1967 —federal _X_state . _county __ _local

gdepository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust

city, town Annapolis : state MD 27401




7. Description Survey No. 1_260

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered _x " original site

— X good ——ruins _X altered —— moved date of move
— fair —— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Christ Episcopal Church description

Christ Episcopal Church stands in the center of St. Michaels, Talbot County,
Maryland, on the east side of Talbot Street. The High Victorian Gothic Revival
granite church faces west with the principal gable oriented on an east/west axis,
The church cémetery surrounds the building and the church vard is enclosed on three

sides with a brick wall.

Erected in 1878, Christ Episcopal Church is a Gothic Revival story-and-a-
"half, semi-course granite structure dominated by a three-story entrance tower capped
by a broach spire. The longitudinal plan was inspired by the Vlllage churches of
rural England, but the unconventional mixture of granite walls and half-timber -
framlng on the east end is a result of a Victorian interest to contrast materials for
differing. surface textures. The steeply pitched roof as well as the broach spire are

uniformly covered with patterned slate.

Centrally positioned on the west end of the church, the combination entrance
and bell tower rises three full stories. The front corners of the tower have pairs of
granite buttresses highlighted with polished capping stones at four different
levels. The buttresses frame the Gothic arched entrance with double leaf timber
doors. Piercing the second level are a pair of colored glass lancet windows with
granite sills and brick arches. The third floor or bellfry rises above the chﬁrch
roofline and each of the four sides is marked by a pairedydpening of stdne tracery
framed in stone and brick. The lower half of each opening has an inserted slate shed
roof for water drainage. The steeple base is trimmed with a decoratively pierced
soffit. Covered with patterned slate the broach spire rises to a point that is topped

by a small metal cross. Four small shed—roofed vents mark the principal faces of

the tapering tower.

The south side of the church is an uneven five bays across with the west bay
_filled with a side entrance. The projecting gable roofed side vestibule has

colored glass windows framed by Gothic tracery. The steeply pitched entry roof is .
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covered with patterned slate, and the eave is finished with a decorative bargeboard.
The center three bays are marked by two tripartite sanctuary windows with stone lintels
and sills and brick| jambs. The brick is keyed into the adjacent granite. Between the
third and fourth bay is a granite buttress capped by polished stone. The fourth bay
from the west is filled with a Gothic arched rear entrance and a single colored glass
window. The Gothic arched door is surrounded with brick, while the window has a
stone lintel and sill and contrasting brick Jambs. The fifth and final bay is recessed
from the main wall surface which distinguishes the apse from the main body of the
church. The first floor is a plain granite wall, but the second level is marked by an
off—center colored glass window framed in the same manner as the other windows.

The south roof slope is pierced by an asymmetrical arrangement of large and small
dormer windows. Located directly above the side sanctuary entrance is a large
tripartite gabled dormer with colored glass windows in front and one to each side.
Three small one-light gabled dormers are evenly spaced across the balance of the
roofline. Rising off-center is a multi-paneled brick chimmey shaft with a decorative
corbelled cap.

The east gable end oi the church is an uneven elevation with a projecting
apse. The first two floors of the apse and the first floor of the recessed sanctuary
walls are laid in semi-coursed granite, whereas the upper gable of the apse and the
upper portion of the sides were built with half-timber framing and brick nogging.

The bargeboards have a decorative design. Piercing the second floor of the apse
wall is a five-part colored glass sanctuary window framed in stone and brick like
the rest of the church windows. The side walls have a smaller colored glass window
that lights each first floor.

The north side of the church is detailed in the same basic manner as the south
side without the front or rear entrances. Three tripartite windows light the
sanctuary, while a large dormer is fixed on the Wést side of the roof. Three small
one-light dormers are fixed across the roof, and a plain brick chimney shaft rises

between the third and fourth dormer from the west.

The interior is traditionally divided into three principal sections, the

entrance vestibule, the nave, and the chancel or apse. The interior wall surfaces
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are finished with a combination of plaster and beaded board wainscoting. Oak pews
Wifh decorative Victorian ends are divided in sections to either side of a center
aisle. Narrow aisles extend along the lateral wall surfaces. Located within the
vestibule is the balcony stair with its heavily turned newel post and turned

balusters that support a molded handrail which curves at the first landing.

The choir and altar are divided from the nave by a railing at which the pulpit
and baptismal are located. The hexagonal pulpit is decorated with engaged columns
which flank Gothic arched panels embellished with religious symbols. The slightly
wider base is distinguished also by carved surfaces and the top has a quatrefoil
band below a crown molding. The altar walls are faced with high paneled

wainscoting, and Gothic arched six-panel doors open into the side storage rooms.

The principal rafter through-purlin roof system is supported by large turned
posts that rest on square bases. Arched braces span the distance between each pair
of posts and tie into the plates. The principal rafters with through-purlins support
a layer of common rafters. Collar beams stretch between the principal rafters, and
king posts rise above the collars to tie into the peak of the timber ceiling.




8. Significance Survey No. m_sg0

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture__X_ X religion

~-— 1400-1499 _____ archeology-historic — . conservation — law - science

k 1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics — literature N sculpture

—1600-1699 _X__ architecture — education — military ‘ — social/

— 17001799 ___art — engineering —_ music SRS humanitarian

—Xx 1800-1899 __ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—1900- — communications — industry — politics/government ____transportation
— invention - other (specify)

Specific dates 1878 Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _A B ¥C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: __ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state Xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geﬁeral statement of history and
support.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Christ Episcopal Church is one of the architectural centerpieces of

St. Michaels. The Gothic Revival parish church was erected in 1878 on the same 51te
as the former Episcopal church building. Following the longitudinal plan of
_countless parlsh churches 1n England, this granite bu11d1ng 1s decorated Wlth High

ictorian detail. The mlxture of granite and half-timber framlng with brick nogging
on the east gable end is a playful contrast of semi-coursed stone and a medieval-
framing practice. Unconventlonal mixtures of stone and brick frame most of the maJor
window and door openings, and the steeply pitched patterned slate roof is highlighted
by a combination of large and small dormers. A multi-paneled brick chimney is a
significant feature on the south roof slope. Inside the church follows a standard
longitudinal plan with a vestibule, nave and apse. The principal rafter through-
purlin roof system is commonly found in large structures with a long roof span. All
of the church furniture appears to be contemporary with the building.




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. i pao

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangie name Quadrangle scale

UTM References (Jo NOT complete UTM references
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

cly | [ L
i

L
El|||||||1
G|1J||||

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county

code

state code county

code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte pgyl Touart - Architectural Historian

organization Iistoric St. Michaels date  10/30/85
street & number _ ' telephone

city or town St. Michaels state MD 21663

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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CHRIST CHURCH - ST. MICHAELS PARISH

Year: 1744 Vol: 16 Page: 116

From: John Hewes and wife Sarah Hewes Price: gift
To : Vestry St. Michaels Parish

Notes: See attached page 23, Anna Ellis Harper.

Tt is interésting to note that the "Main Road to the Bayside" passed

through the property, although this was not mentioned in the deed. Apparently,
the Vestry never tried to close off the road and to route it around their

land. Thus, it was disposed of by sale (see below). (Too bad they couldn't
have looked 250 years into the future: Tt would have made a great PARKING LOT!!
That '"Bayside Road" goes back to the 17th Century...and it seems always

to be referred-to as a "road".

Year: 1800 Vol: * Page: 62

From: Vestry, St. Michaels Parish Price: 78.12 1/2

To : John Merchant

Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but
makes the grantor DAVID HEWES instead of John.

This deed is in a small volume of Talbot County deeds for the year 1800

(on microfilm) at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. It is not indexed or referred
to in any of the records at Easton. '

Year: 1802 Vol: 29 Page: 501

From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $295

To : William Sears

Notes: This deed is for the land from the churchyard to Mulberry Street and
includes the Post Office and the Marvland National Bank.

Year: 1816 Vol: 38 Page: 229

From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $97

To : Samuel Harrison

Notes: The remainder of the Church Land south of the road. A strip 190 x 26'.

A E Harper says the present church was begun in 1878. T have had some
conversation with a man named Mann who is on a committee of the Church to

try to determine how serious a "swelling" or "bulging" of the east wall is

to the strength of the structure. He asked me to try to find out about a law
suit in 1880 in which the Vestry was sued by a mason on the job for his pay.

The Vestry refused to pay him for some reason--and the question was why? Perhaps
it was for bad workmanship which is now showing up!! Anyway, the Church lost
the suit (there were actually three) and had to pay. The docket and the judge-
ments are in the courthouse but the record of the trial is missing. Hall of
Records says they don't have them, either. Guess we'll never know...




upon but several years after ltt seemed to he in dispute he- - i

“tween my father and John Hatton to the best of my remem-
beranee I have heard my father say that if it proyed to be on
~his'land he would freely give it and further sajth not.”

The deposition of Mrs, Susannah Ashﬁ;ﬁ q;;ncerning.,
- the land whereon the Parish Church stands viz’lg that her
“father, Mr. Edward Euiott deceaxed_b,eigé asked what he

would take for two acres of land for thgﬁhurch /.&ﬁ(’. replved
. that he would freely give it for the use Hf the Chinech,

Richard Harrington testified fp;‘; John Hatton. whose
daughter was the wife of John Harrington, Richard’s broth.
er: Richard Harrington said. “ore day Eei;hg att %ork att
the charch he asked the said Hﬁﬁon whether he wag’ come to
forewarn him working there thé said Hattqia said that he had

~ given the land he could give’a few trees/ also g

saith not» 2 £

¥ £

g
An interesting notation/is to he found in the

a year later:

i

“At the Parish Ghurch, Oct. 316, 1737 wopt M. Danic] -

. Sherwood, Mr, Rig}f'“;rd, Skinner and Mr. ;I‘homasSprv An

order that Mrs, Stsannah Asheroft/be pé;i t;gmn #hilling.

current money;ﬁﬁt of the Gblatibﬁ gzoxiey &épm?eé i e
hands of Josep’im Hopkins full satiéfaéifﬁn for fwf attesdance
nine days on;rf'the’ﬁoun_ty Court to give eﬂﬁenﬂ‘ on hehalf of
the Earish/’iq"felation to church land and that the arder he

\ made o:_;,{he said Joseph to pay her.”

Eight years after the depositions were recorded, the long
" 'dispute was ended. Jane Hatton’s daughter Mary, had married

~David Hughes. Their son, John, inherited one-half of “Jane’s
Progress” pear the Church. On October 2nd, 1744, John Hews

(Hughes) and Sarah his wite conveyed to St. Michacr Pabeh

P Chm’ch “part of a tract called ‘Jane’s Progress, the part ‘whereon
.- stands the Parish Church, beginni ’

notchies thereon standing by the main road and running north
86 degrees cast 14 P. then south 4 degrees east 22 P. then south 86
degrees west 14 P. then with a straight line to the beginning.”

Most impressive is the vestry record of that generous
: “Oct. 1744, [t is ordered that the Register draw on the
> account of Talbat Courty for 100 pounds of tobaceo

payable to John Hews for certain services of him the said’
John Hews this day done at the request of the Vestry.”

The title was mow sécure‘through the gracious gift of John
Hews (Highess aow. unknown ‘and forgetten. . John was at that

 time the _ ston of the church, 3

The s..me Hatton does not a;gpeaxanmhere in the Vestry

Tecords. e the Cﬂvcrt&m’m Roin‘azp CatHETn;M\ and the Hat-

tone were iatimately afiociated with. them, it is quiite probable
that they weve ofthe same faith. This may have been one of the
causes of tixe Hircomtion concerning the land, - ' },’

s
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HISTORY OF ST, MICHAELS PARTSH

e

ANNA ELLTS ‘HARPER" 1956

published by ‘the author




' Church held

usennulponszbly» I&fﬂ :

xmyiax ul

cimrch work as aDeaconass

called ta :"i‘ m&a nomflete re-orgawzauon Was: Decessary.

C‘onmm were called’dn Philadelphia,’ Andapolis and Balti-
"&-ml’mskamtmen, as- delegates, who
inim;ﬁ Nitional affairs. Robert H Golas-

idni Chmli \'md’m a «)nvennon,
vm a&npted, tlw Pmstant,

- tand; aemﬁingly Sanmel Terinant and oﬂaers of. .,
W eonveyed o William’ Sears one lot of larid, con-
; part of a tract-conveyed to the Church by Jobn.
, thie lanid now stand the houses of the late Dr. 8.
Mirs. J H. Wales. # To John Merﬁhant, Mly Sth,




1800, they mlti for $78 12 part of tract etmveyed to them by B

John Hughes 175 ft. long and 22 ft. wide. To Samuel Harrison they
sold a strip 190 ft. long and 26 ft. wide consideration $97.3 These
two long narrow strips of land aré acress Talbot Street from the
Charch and the sales are significant for they show plamly that the
main street of the town was cut through Church knd.

The Vestry met on Champ’s Creel;N“ﬁ;eegl to take $800
for a part of that area. It is_writtén in the Chwrch winutes,

“The Vestry executed a deed'io Edward Lloyd for a \ract of land

called ‘Forked Neock;™ Ma_; Sherwood to receive the weney.” ¢

All of the above transactions indicate glearly the need of fands -

1@9‘1’ irst years of the mewly re-organized Church in Amenca.
Upon the death of the Rev. John Gordon, thc Vestry called

land for the ministry and before returnmg to Am&nca mn‘u*d .

there Mies Margaret Dallas:” ‘His call te St. Michael’s Pari-h was

both fortunate and advantageous for him since the Parish had

large holdings in glebe lands which had been bequeathcd to it
hy Col. Thomas Smithson. Dr. Bowie’s family, connstmg of
thirty-two persons, his wife, five children. and twenty&ve slaves,
could well use the proﬁts and beneﬁees ansmg from: the Glebe.

However; Dr, Bowie could not occupy- the Gkh g%hﬁt&hon

hecause Mrs: Mary Gordon, wuiow of the late Rector, claimed-

dower rights in it accotdmg to°the terms of Thomas Smithson’s
will,” He then. tented “Fauslev,” the home of Col. Tench Tllgh—
man’s mother whlch was adj cent to the Glehe. He conducted

there a pnvat’e school for yoing men, many of whom afterwards

became prominent .in state and national affairs. Among them

‘,were John Leeds Kerr, Unted States Semator; Fdward Llovd -

‘ and. Samuel Stevena, Governors of Maryland.

1. 220 )
Parishes of Karyland

 of Allegisnce o
. with his a&wﬁon mw& For his ‘uncompromising . position he

br Bewic hved at “F auslev until his death Sept 3rd, 1801,

_-,].mmg been Rector of St. Michael's Parish' eleven years. 5,

Contrary to the intention of the Act of 1702, that Rectors

- .preside at Vestry meetings, Dr. Bowie’s name seldom appears in

the misutes during his incumhency. Ths Act provides “Always
that in every Parish where uny-finister or ineumbent is or shall
be Lawfully to the Laws- ‘and usages of the Province appomted
and in possession.of ‘any Liveing invested in the 40 p. poll (tax)
and resideing therein he shall ‘during the continuance afors'd,

_and nee longer be one of the Vestry of such Parish and Prmcipali |
of such me »8

T Bov .. like othex clergy'men in the" Provmce dunng the
Revolution was « Royahst and bevefused to subscribe to the oath
an mammmng that it was inconsistent

»

'mér;p pﬁfmtml wspect, even though h¢ was'a. Tor)
*The  sepoeation of the Piavince from England left the Estab-

' lishied ¢ b without organization. In the Assembly of 1779 An.

&Et wis' mzd M was the ﬁrst step toward its re,-orgamzauon

~ “Be it remembered that agreeable to the Dn'ectors of an Két-
. - of Assembly made at a seision of Assemblyheld a at the Gity of

. ,;,“;Annnpébs on Tmmfay fiyth. of] arch, 1779 entitled An Act.

"for the estahhghmenffo"f select Vestries; sundry of the inhabi-
- ; sParmhxxxxxxxxmetJune'hh,1779 , :
‘the Vestry of select ‘men: - Viz. Mr, Matthew

Tmm. Mr. Wm. Hindman, Mr. John-Bricco, Mr. Jere- .

niish Banning, Mr. Robert Goldsh ugh Jr., Mr. Peregrine -
8 L 2 (2] . €
‘Tghman and Mr.  Willisin Dawson and also the follewing
‘persons for Cheirch Wardens, Mr. Thomas Ray and Mr.
goger Horace Pratt.

: ’ﬂlecAet reqmred the Oath of Fidelity: i

; lﬁgh Bowie:ﬂd.mst Magazine, Vol. XXXVIII,NO 2
M : ‘in- the Province of Mar,y:la.nd

— 87 —




CHAAP‘:{'ER NINE

LAviNG THE CORNERSTONE OF THE Foumvs CuumcH

AND THE

DepicaTion oF teE Pamisu Housk

Among some msceﬂancom Church papers in the Reetory, -

there was found an account of laying the corner ‘one of Christ

Church. Written by Miss Helen Goodsell, one of the two sisters *

who later donated their home for a Parish House, it deocnbes
vividly and in detail that jmportant event:

“Laying the cornerstone of eur new Church edlﬁce, ‘
which event occurred on the 14th of Augnst in the year 1878
at5 P. M,

Our little congregation were seated on benghws phuced
under the trees on the sputh side of the new Clureb site,
nearest the south west corner where the varner #wne was to
be placed, the choir and small organ in frast. There was a
goodly number of citizens present besides our own eongrega-
tion, the ladies all being seated, the gemtiemen with uncov-
ered heads, standing in the shade of the trees. At five o’clock
the bell was rung when four clergymen in their surpllces
walked past where we were seated and up onto the platform

- mear- the stone, Dr. Dashi=ll leading and Bishop Lay coming -
last. A hymn was sung by the choir. The Rector, Dr. E. F,

Dashiell, then gave out a hymn the 202nd of the hymnal,

" “The Church’s one Foundation’ which was sung all standing.
- ,The 102:1(1 Psslm was then read and responses made, after ‘

ﬂn& ashort peayer by the Bishop. The Rector theu read a list.

i ‘of the articles to be placed in the stone, also reading a record
L prepﬁ.d by Pr. Samuel Herrison of Easton of the names and
: * detes of ministry of the twelve incumbents of Christ Church

siner its foundation including a period of two hundred years
comimencing with the Beverend James Clayland in the year
1672.  Next the master mason came forward and put the stone
in its place, testing it with square, level and plumb snd then
retiring. Bishop Lay stepped to the side of the stone and
with a mason’s hammer, he struck the §tone three times and
with the words, ‘I lay this corner stone in the name of the
Father sad of the 3on and of the Holy Ghost, Amen, striking
the dous at each name of the Trinity.

Phis pasi of the ceremeny ended, the Clergy came down

"undee fhe wees while the Choir sang the 275th hymn, ‘This

Stone i Tiee i Faith we Lay.” The Bishop’s chair was

" placedd wsder thie beautiful linden tree and from there he

presoiud as: lequent sermon, his text being, “The Church

ot the Living God, the piller and ground of the truth.’ The
hu-em <losed the interesting service.” 1

{iat of artieles placed within the stone:
_ Capy of the Holy Bible. Prayer Book and Hymnal
" . Photograph of the old church of 1812
- Copy of a sermon by Bichop Lay, L. L. D
Journals of three Conventions o
Copy of Churchman and €Church Almanac
A copy each of the Baltimore American Sun and Gaze’tte
A enpy of Easton Ledger, Gazette and Star -
" A copy of St. Michaels Comet.
Nawes of present Rector, Wardens and. Vestrymen
Names of finance and building Committee
Names of architect and builder ‘
Also a sketch (read by the Rector): of names of all
: Rectors from the foundation of the Church
‘Mis. Cornelia R. Smith and her sxster, Miss Helen {}oodsell

1 Bﬁeu m’s Notes
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CHRIST CHURCH - ST. MICHAELS PARISH

Year: 1744 Vol: 16 Page: 116

From: John Hewes and wife Sarah Hewes Price: gift
To : Vestry St. Michaels Parish

Notes: See attached page 23, Anna Ellis Harper.

It is interesting to note that the "Main Road to the Bayside" passed

T7-2 60

through the property, although this was not mentioned in the deed. Apparently,

the Vestry never tried to close off the road and to route it around their
land. Thus, it was disposed of by sale (see below). (Too bad they couldn't

have looked 250 years into the future: It would have made a great PARKING LOT!!

That "Bayside Road" goes back to the 17th Century...and it seems always
y y

to be referred-to as a "road".

Year: 1800 Vol: *# Page: 62
From: Vestry, St. Michaels Parish Price: 78.12 1/2
To : John Merchant

Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but

makes the grantor DAVID HEWES instead of John.

This deed is in a small volume of Talbot County deeds for the year 1800

(on microfilm) at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. It is not indexed or referred

to in any of the records at Easton.

Year: 1802 Vol: 29 Page: 501
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $295
To : William Sears

Notes: This deed is for the land from the churchyard to Mulberry Street and

includes the Post Office and the Maryland National Bank.

Year: 1816 Vol: 38 Page: 229
From: Vestry, St Mlchaels Parish Price: $97
To : Samuel Harrison

Notes: The remainder of the Church Land south of the road. A strip 190 x 26'.

A E Harper says the present church was begun in 1878. I have had some
conversation with a man named Mann who is on a committee of the Church to
try to determine how serious a "swelling" or "bulging" of the east wall is

to the strength of the structure. He asked me to try to find out about a law
suit in 1880 in which the Vestry was sued by a mason on the job for his pay.

The Vestry refused to pay him for some reason--and the question was why? Perhaps
it was for bad workmanship which is now showing up!! Anyway, the Church lost
the suit (there were actually three) and had to pay. The docket and the judge-
ments are in the courthouse but the record of the trlal is missing—iatl-oef

Records- says thew don't hawe +them;—ed — G

SounD — BUT THEY pow't APD ANYTviirig!
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by Anna Ellis Harper




upon bt several years after itt seemed to he in dispute be-
tween iy father and John Hatton to the best of my remem-
berance I Liave heard my father say that if it proved to be on
his land he would freely give it and further saith not.”

The deposition of Mrs. Susannah Ashcroft concerning
the land whereon the Parish Church stands viz’t, that her
father, Mr. Edward Elliott deceased being asked what he
would take for two acres of land for the church use, 1eplyed
that he wonld freely give it for the use of the Church.

Richard Ilarringtlon testified for John Hatton, whose
danghter was the wife of John Harrington, Richard’s broth-
er: Richard Harrington said, “one day being att work att
the church he asked the said Ratton whether he was come to
forewarn him working there tlie said Hatton said that he had
given the land lie could give a few trees also and further
saith not.” 2

An interesting notation is to he found in the Vestry records

a year later:

“At the Parish Church, Oct. 31st, 1737 met Mr. Daniel
Sherwood, Mr. Richard Skinner and Mr. Thomas Spry. An
order that Mrs. Susannah Asheroft be paid twenty shillings
current money out of the oblation money deposited in the
hands of Joseph Hopkins fnll satisfaction for her attendance
nine days on the County Court to give evidence on behalf of
the Parisli in relation to church land and that the order be

made on the said Josepl to pay her.”

Eight years after the depositions were recorded, the long
dispnte was ended. Jane Hatton’s daughter Mary, had married
David Hughes. Their son, John, inherited one-half of “Jane’s
Progress” near the Church. On October 2nd, 1744, John Hews
{Hughes) and Sarah his wife conveyed to St. Michael’s Parish
2. Land Records, Easton, L. 14, £. 173

Church “part of a tract called ‘Jane’s Progress,” the part whereon
stands the Parish Church, beginning at a marked cedar witl 12
notches thereon standing by the main road and running north
86 degrees east 14 P. then south 4 degrees east 22 P. then south 86
degrees west 14 P. then with a straight liue to the beginning.”

Most impressive is the vesiry record of that generous
gift: “Oct. 1744. It is ordered that the Register draw on the
sheriff’s account of Talbot County for 100 pounds of tebacco
payable to John Hews for certain services of him the said
John Hews this day done at the request of the Vestry.”

The title was now securs through the gracious gift of John
Hews (Hughes) now wiknown and forgotten. John was at that
time the sexton of the church. 3

The name Hatton does not appear anywhere in the Vestry
records. Since the Calverts were Roman Catholics and the Hat-
tons were intimately associated witl them, it is quite probable
that they were of the same faith. This may have been one of the
causes of the dissention concerning the land.

3. Vestry Records
_ 23 —




CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260

Year: 1744 Vol: 16 Page: 116

From: John Hewes and wife Sarah Hewes Price: gift
To ¢ Vestry St. Michaels Parish

Notes: See attached page 23, Anna Ellis Harper.

Part of "Janes Progress'". "....and on part whereof standeth St. Michaels
Church". Begins at a cedar post with 12 knotches standing on the west side of
the Main Road. Runs N 86 E 14 perches; then S 4 E 22 perches; then S 86 W 14
perches; then with a direct line to the first post. "Containing and now laid
out for 2 acres, more or less"!!

Too bad they didn't keep their land. It would have made a great parking lot!
The next three deeds are concerned with the reduction of the property to its
present size.

Year: 1800 Vol: * Page: 62

From: Vestry, St. Michaels Parish Price: 78.12.5

To : John Merchant

Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but
makes the grantor DAVID HEWES instead of John.

This deed is in a small volume of Talbot County deeds for the year 1800

(on microfilm) at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. It is not indexed or referred
to in any of the records at Easton.

Year: 1802 Vol: 29 Page: 501

From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $295

To : William Sears

Notes: This deed is for the land from the churchyard to Mulberry Street and
includes the Post Office and the Maryland National Bank. "Part of "Janes
Progress' now known as "Church Land". Begins at a post on the N side of the
Main Road at a distance of 20' from the posting and railing which now encloses
the Curch Yard. Runs parallel thereto S 86 E until it meets with the second
line of the Church Land then therewith S 4 E with (to?) the end thereof; then
with the third line of the Church Land S 86 W until it intersects the Main Road
and with the Road to the beginning. One Acre more or less!!

Year: 1816 Vol: 38 Page: 229

From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $97 \

To : Samuel Harrison

Notes: The remainder of the Church Land south of the road. A strip 190 x 26'.
Part of'"Janes Progress'. Begins at the original beginning of the land deeded

to the Church in 1744. Runs with the first line N 86 E 22 feet to the Main Road;
then with a straight line with the Main Road 190 feet to "that part heretofore
sold to John Mgrchant"; then therewith S 77 W 26 feet to the outline of the
Church Land; then binding with land called "Canton' straight to the beginning.
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CIHURCH T-260
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
North Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/MD. Historical Trust







CIIRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260

St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryl and
Southeast Elevation of Tower

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/MD. Historical Trust






CHRIST EPISCOPAIL CHURCH T-260
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
HNorth Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
North Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/MD. Historical Trust







CHRIST EPISCOPAL CIURCH T-260
St. Michaels, Talbot county, Maryland
South Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photorapher
NEG/MD. Historical Trust







CHRIST EPISCOPAL CIIURCH T-260

St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
Southeast Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer

NEG/MD. Historical Trust






CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260

St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
Northwest Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
MEG/ND. Historical Trust
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260
St. Michaels, Talbot County, lMaryland
North Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/ND. Historical Trust
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-2G0

St. Michaels, Talbot County, Haryland
Northeast Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/MD. Historical Trust







CHRIST EPISCOPAI CHURCH T-2560
St. lMichaels, Talbot County, Maryland
Horthwest Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/MD. Historical Trust
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St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
Northeast Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photogrpaher
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St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
North Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260

St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
Horth Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/XD. Historical Trust







CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH -260
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
Pulpit

6/85 Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/hD Hlstorlcal Trust







CHRIST EPISCOPAL CIHURCH T-260
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland
Altar from Balcony

6/35, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/MD. Historical Trust
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