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SITE NUMBER: WA-V-370
ADDRESS: Southwest corner of South Mill Street and South Alley,
Clear Spring, MD
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Carl J. Brown, 369/604, private
BUILDING DATE: early 19th century
This structure at the southwest corner of South Mill Street

and the first alley south of Cumberland Street is an east-facing,
horizontally massed, symmetrical, two-and-a-half-story with

basement, four-~-bay, 1log, freestanding, residential structure

resting on a stone foundation. The side gable roof has a metal
roof. The simple, single-door entrance 1is located in the
southernmost bay and 1is approached by a set of steps. The

fenestration consists of single, rectangular, wooden sash, double-
hung, six-over-six windows. The building has a sizable, one—stary,
frame wing to the rear that served as the kitchen. 1Its gable roof
intersects the original structure. There is an open porch along
the south elevation that is protected by the gable roof of the
addition.

The 1877 map of Clear Spring indicates that a building owned
by S. Ward was located on this site. The building is next shown on
the 1922 Sanborn where it is numbered 104. It was extensively
renovated in the early 1960s by the current owner. It now serves
as a house museum.

The building 1is within the Western Maryland Geographic
Organization, the probable Development Period of Agricultural-
Industrial Transition, and falls within the Historic Period Theme
of Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning.

See the Maryland Historic Sites Inventory Form for additional
information.

Prepared by Julianne Mueller, July 1992




CONTINUATION SHEET SURVEY NO. WA-V-370
7. DESCRIPTION

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN:
STATEWIDE HISTORIC CONTEXT

Geographic Organization: Western Maryland

Chronological/Development Periods: - Agricultural-Industrial
Transition

Historic Period Theme: Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and
Community Planning

Resource Type: ‘
Category: buildings
Historic Environment: small, rural town
Historic Function and Use: residence
Known Design Source: unknown




Survey Now_y-370

o e
. "MARYLA\!D INVENTORY OF i .
Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES e
State Historic Sites Inventory Form- - - DOE __yes _ no

1. Name ¢indicate preferred name)

historic

and/or common

2. Location

H//CZ .
street & number Southwest Cor3%& South Mill and South ; not for publication
city, town Clear Spring — vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Washington
- ] L]

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district: — public — occupied —_ agriculture _* museum
—= building(s) _% private _%_ unoccupied —___ commercial — park
— structure __ both — work in progress __educational ___ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
_— object —_ in process -X_ yes: restricted —__government ____scientific

____ being considered ___vyes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation

___not applicable __ po ____ military ___other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Carl J. Brown

120 Cumberland Street
street & number v telephone no. 301 842-2015
city, town Clear Spring state and zip code MD 21722

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washington County Courthouse liber 369
street & number SWmit Ave. & W. Washington St. folio 604
city, town Hagerstown state MD

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title Survey of Clear Spring

date Oct. 1991-August 1992 ____federal ___state ___county - local

h )pository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust

clty, town Crownsville state MD




7. Description Survey No. WA-V-370

Condition Check one Check one
____excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site

—X_ good —_ruins _X_altered — moved date of move
—_ fair - unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

SEE ATTACHED



8. Significance Survey No. WA-V-370

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____landscape architecture ____ religion
— 14001499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law —___science
- _1500-1599 —x— agriculture - economics —literature ~ ~— sculpture
- 1600-1699 ___ architecture - education — military . .. ——sociall
—1700-1799 ___ art —_engineering — music ; humanitarian
X _1800-1899 ___ commerce —_ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater
—1900- - communications — industry —_ politics/government ____ transportation
___invention —__ other (specify)

Specific dateslate 1820s/early 1830sBuilder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: X A _ B XC _ D
and/or ‘
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ nationmal __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gel;\&aral statement of history and
support. ¥

SEE ATTACHED

P




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No... o 370

SEE ATTACHED

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name : Quadrangle scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
A B
Lo L b b L I T
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting "Northing

I T S T o T I O T T T
E|||||| T T N T I I T T O ' T
3 I I A AT O T T C I O I I T O I O T

Verbal boundary desi:ription and justification

Lot 369/604 in Clear Spring

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or éounty boundaries

state code county code

state code . county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Julianne Mueller

August 1992

organization date

2730 Ordway Street, N.W. #6 202-364-6594
street & number telephone
city or town Washington, D.C. state 20008

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: lgiz‘};l;x;iszistorical Trust MARYLANU i“iaé'!v;ﬁii;éﬁi.WUﬁT
21 State Circle 100 ‘DH‘!?P/DE:?C@ Ce
Amnapolis, Maryland 21401 COMMUNITY PLA
(301) 269-2438 CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023
. Bl47600

PS-2746
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The Setting

This house is located in Washington County on South Mill Street
(lot 369/604) in Clear Spring. It is sited at the southwest corner
of South Mill Street and the alley running parallel between
Cumberland and Mulberry Streets. Mill Street is the principal
entry into Clear Spring from U.S. 70 and this house is within the
first residential block that one encounters when approaching the
town from this direction. The site includes the early 19th-century
house, which is set slightly back from the street, and a large
vard.

Exterior

This structure at the southwest corner of South Mill Street and the
first alley south of Cumberland Street is an east-facing,
horizontally massed, symmetrical, two-and-a-half-story with
basement, four-bay, V-notched log, freestanding, residential
structure resting on a stone foundation.

The side gable roof has a metal roof. The simple, single-door
entrance is located in the southernmost bay and is approached by a
set of steps. The fenestration consists of single, rectangular,

wooden sash, double-hung, six-over-six windows.

The building has a sizable, one-story, frame wing to the rear that
served as the kitchen. Its gable roof intersects the original
structure. There is an open porch along the south elevation that
is protected by the gable roof of the addition.

Interior

Portions of the interior of this building have been extensively
altered to accommodate its present function as a museum. The
original portion of house today consists of a single room on the
first floor (converted from four rooms which were arranged in a
similar fashion to those on the second floor) and four rooms on the
second floor. The kitchen wing to the rear of the original section
is a single story in height.

Floor and ceiling joists between the basement and first and first
and second floors are mortise and tenon.

The second floor has four rooms: two lining the front of the
house, one along its south wall, a one in the northwest corner from
which the staircase descends to the first floor. The rooms are
approximately the same size. The entire story has plastered walls
and original flooring, baseboards, doors, and door frames.

The attic is a single open space. There is a full basement under
the original section of the house.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The log house at the southwest corner of South Mill Street and the
first alley south of Cumberland Street 31 is believed to have been
constructed during the 1820s. Martin Myers, the original land
owner in Clear Spring, sold lot 59 to James M. Welsh in 1829, The
original sale of the property was for $55. By 833, when Solomon
Steinmetz purchased it, the price had risen to $500, probably
indicating that the lot had been improved with the construction of
the house. During the remainder of the 19th century the property
changed ownership many times, rarely remaining in the same family
for more than a few years at a time.

The structure is first noted on maps of the town on an 1877 atlas,
which indicates that the house was owned by S. Ward and already had
a rear addition. The size of the lot, according to the map,
appears to be the same as it is today.

The structure is later noted on the 1922 Sanborn as a dwelling
numbered 104 Mill Street. No other structures are shown on the
lot. 1In 1922, the house stood directly across the street from the
J.R. Tolson AME Church which as since been demolished.

The house and land were purchased in 1961 by Carl Brown, the

current owner, who intended to demolish the building. However,
upon realizing that the house was of log construction, he decided
to renovate the structure. At the time of the purchase, the

structure was sheathed in weatherboarding, had eight rooms, and
served two families.

The renovation took place over a number of years and included many
steps. On the exterior, the sheathing and corrugated metal roof
were removed, as was the remaining chinking. The chinking was
replaced with a metal-wire lathe base over which insulation and
cement were placed. No new sheathing was placed on the structure,
leaving the logs exposed. On the interior, the partitions on the
first floor of the original section were removed to create a single
space. Floor boards were replaced with boards which were taken
from John Corbutt’s feed mill when it was demolished. The ceiling,
which had been whitewashed, was sandblasted, as were the hearth and
its mantel. Windows in the front portion of the house were
replaced. However, panes in the kitchen addition are original.
The front door was originally on another building. The interior
wall boards in the kitchen addition were taken from the old town
hall and used to cover the then unfinished interior walls. The
door to the kitchen is original to this structure. In 1961, the
kitchen was one, unfinished room. The staircase leading up to the
second floor was slightly remodeled so as to expose the window
along the north wall of the house. The second floor of the house
has not received any alterations.

Today, the house is a privately owned museum that is open to the
public several times a year or by appointment.
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According to a plaque in the museum, the chain of title was traced
to 1825. This has been confirmed by research compiled by the Clear
Spring Historical Society.

Martin Myers (HH/741) August 25, 1825

James M. Welsh (LL/75) October 19, 1829
Solomon Steinmetz (00/559) April 24, 1833
John Schnebly (00/4438) August 23, 1833
Jacob Barth (MI/381) October 9, 1845

John Ernst (M4/363) June 23, 1849

Jacob Gardenhour (M13/348) April 4, 1854
Emily West (M17/295) August 22, 1863

Samuel Ward (Wmckk 5/572) March 8, 1883
Margaret Gehr (GB0O85/487) March 4, 1884
Margaret Lucretia Gehr, by will, 1898
Elizabeth Houck (110/686) February 27, 1899
Intestate Estate to the six children of E. Houck to
Carl Brown (369/604) July 3, 1961

Significance

A preliminary architectural evaluation of this log structure on
South Mill Street was made in February 1992 by Julianne Mueller
during a survey of Clear Spring. At that time a survey site number
WA-V-370 was assigned and it was determined that the structure is
a contributing element to Clear Spring’s historic architectural
character. A summary sheet on the building with photographs was
submitted to the Maryland Historical Trust in August 1992. The
summary provides a basic description of the building and places it
within the Maryland Comprehensive State Historic Preservation Plan:
State Historic Context (Western Maryland Geographic Organization;
the Development Period of Agricultural-Industrial Transition; the
Historic Period Themes of Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and
Community Planning) .

Upon the suggestion of the Clear Spring Historical Society, the
general history of the building was researched. It was concluded
that the building is an early, albeit altered, example of
architecture in Clear Spring. Believed to have been constructed in
the late 1820s, it is one of the oldest surviving residences in the
town. Although it would not qualify for individual listing on the
National Register due to its recent alterations, it 1is a
contributing element to the overall historical character of the
town, and may meet eligibility Criteria A and C for listing on the
Maryland Register. »

Criterion A -- The property is associated with significant
historical events. The original portion of
the house is believed to be among the first
dwellings constructed in Clear Spring.

Criterion B -- The property is not associated with a
significant person.




Criterion ¢ --

Criterion D --

WA-V-370

The building exhibits exceptional
architectural design, method of construction,
or craftsmanship, or is the product of a
trained architect. As an good example of
early 1%th-century architecture, this
structure is a contributing element to the
architectural significance of Clear Spring.

The property may provide important information
about history or prehistory. The property has
not Dbeen assessed for its archeological
potential. Because of its long history at
this site, it is possible that 19th- and 20th-
century archeological remains might be found
near the building.
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9. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Washington County Deeds and Tax Records

MAPS:

1877 Atlas of Washington County, map of Clear Spring.
Sanborn Map Company, 1922 map of Clear Spring.

Tour and conversation with current owners, June 1992
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CLEAR SPRING

CLEAR SPRING DIST.
Sale 18 W Rods to an Inch.

OLRAR SPRING BUBINESS REFDR-
ENCES,

8. M. Rditzell, Dealer In Dry Goods, Notions, Hat
Caps, Boots, Sboes, &kc.

Joha Fellinger, Proprietor of the # Fxarivazx Housz
We can assure the public they will receive firs
class accommodations at the above house.

Al Tﬂmn, Cunstable I District No. 4. L
G. Warner, Boot and Shoe Maker and Dealer i
Eastern Work. Shop on Cumberland street,
Fred. R, Lathet, Manufactures of Saddles, Bridles, Ha

ness, Collars, &c.

Joha S. Edcien, Dealer in Dry Goods, Noticss, Hat
Caps, Boots, Shoes, Groceries, Hardware, ke,
Daalel Masou, Desler in Confectioneries, Fancy Candie
Toys, Tobacco, Cigars, Pocket Cutlery, Oysters, &

Ice Cream in seasoa.

J. Loose & Som, Dealers la Dry Notions, Hat

Caps, 2“' Shoss, Quesnsware, Geoceriat, Har

w L

oel Propristor of “ BN Mills,"

;.Ja-h F.MHW‘:@;& Spring Mills'
snd Denler in Flour, Feod, Grala, &e.

P.C.Dal:h nd&lrpu,;uubngu-

hvl:‘Chrl:. s of « CUN Spriag Flour Mills,

3 otor of * ;
and Dealer ia Grain of all kinds,

L. I Yeidi, Dealer ia all kinds of Grain and Hay, ¢
Twe Locke,

| £ k .
class cowniry store, &mdm

E, Frants, Manufscturer sad Desler in all kiads ¢
Fasbiocoable Faraitare, Usndertaker,

R. H. Wiisca & Soa, Dealers in Uoods, Grocwiea
Hardwsre, Table and Pocket Cetlery, &z
;‘;‘d‘d.&-. Puints, Oils, Dried Fruits,

s, &e.

G. A W‘ma-. Manufaciurer of Boots and Shoes. Re

pairiag promptly sttesded to.
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