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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT %ETENORATED UNALTERED ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\ Theﬁ@ra&nville Log House is located ;n a remote area on th&
theast slove.of a section of Bear Pond Mountain, off Hanging
Road Hﬁarth;m- Clear Spring in Washington County,. Maryiand

h&u&e is situated about one third of the way unp the slope

 t the Jchns Hopkxns University zealagical Research Center.

The house is a two and one half story, two bay log dwelllng
arestlng on white washed stone foundations which are almost a
full story in height at the front elevation. The walls are
‘constructed of hand hewn logs with square corner notches. Some
~of the corners are secured: with wire nails. The logs are quite:
weathered and were either never Slded or have been left for a.
lengthy period without covering.  ‘The building is chinked with
”small scraps of wood and daubed with soft clay and 11me mortar

Most windows have been boarded shut and those remaining
~0pen retain no sashes. - Plain flat architraves trim the openings.

. The main entrance is located in tgﬁ north bay of the east
;alevatlon ‘A rear entrance is located nearly opacs%ite the front
~door. The door lintels are at a sllghtly higher level than the
';Wlndow heads. Neither door remains in place.

. Extendlng across the front elevation is a one and a half
~story shed roofed porch supported by chamfered square posts on
nd wooden posts or pilings. A handrail remains in nlace

ong the front of the porch. :

cated inside the south end wall The gables of the house
_eathed w1th vlaln vertical boarés :

)The ﬁausa is in deteriorated conditon.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

faces east. It stands just west of the access road to Hearth-
ne Mountain and along a tg&l leading from Catholic Church Road

°Cgrrugated sheet metal covers the roof. A small brick flue

g,

A
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

his log house would appear to date from the last quarter

he 19th century. Factors contributing to the assessment of =
building's age include the type of corner notching and method -
curing the corners with wire nails, the window and door - -
and the small brick flue. The house is a typical vernacular
cture of western Maryland, It is in poor condition and will
tinue to deteriorate if not stabilized. ‘ « SR

house's main architectural significance lies in‘its )
tion of an important vernacular form. - At this time, .. .
t known who built the structure or why this remote -

ainside site was chosen.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



WA-V=-210

ADDENDA

In 1984 the Department of Matural Resources contracted
with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected
historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field
survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy.

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files.

All original material and photographs remain in the possession
of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision

of Ross Kimmel (x3771) .
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Greenville Log House

The Greenville Log House is a late ninctecnth century
log structure located on a slop:ing site on Bear Pond Mountain.
The building is two stories on a stone foundation. The slog:ing
site provides a foundation entrance at the ground level on the
main facade. The main facade (south facade) also contains a
double-tier porch with a shed roof. The structure is constructed
of hewn logs squarec notched at the corners. The interior.pldn
is one room with a stairway at the east end and a stove—=flue
chimney at the west end. The logs are chinked with large wood
chips which were then covered with mortar. While the structure
1s fairly stable today, the deterioration of the chinking has
left the building open to greater deterioration in the near future.
The Greenville Log House is located in a remote area on
the northeast slope of a section of Bear Pond Mountain. The
house 1s on the west side of the [learth Stone Mountain access
road, approximately 1.7 miles north of Hanging Rock Road. Tt
is in the Indian Springs Wildlife management area north of Clear
Spring. , Washington County, Maryland. The house is situated about one
third of the way up the slope and faces east. |
The house is a two-story structure built into a slope with
a ground level foundation on the east facade. It is a two-bay by
one-bay structure with a one-room plan. The walls are constructed
of hand hewn logs with square corner notches. Some of these logs
are securaed with wire nails which would indicate a late nineteenth
century period of construction. While there are Corneizboards

at the curners protecting the log ends, it does not appear that
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Draft--Description--Greenville Log louse 2
siding was ever applied to the log structure. The spaces betwecn

the logs were filled with large wood chips and covered with a

wn

oft clay and lime mortar. A recent repair job covered the
chinking with Portland Cement 1n some areas.

The main facade has a full ground level story with an
entrance in the northernmost bay and a window in the southernmost
bay. This cntrance includes the bottom tier of a double-ticred
porch. The foundation level is whitewashed. Also, therc was
no interior access between the ground floor and the first story.
The first story has a entrance in the northcﬁﬁost bay and a windaow
in the southernmost bay. The second story has a window in both
bays. The doors and windows have plain wood frames and wood
sills. All of the doors and windows have been boarded up to
prevent vandalism to the structure. The doors are batten tongue-
and-groove bcard construction. The front porch is supported at
the foundation level by round logs which support framing for the
floor joists. The porch on the first story has squared posts. At
the north end of the porch,a stonc wall projects out from the
foundation tn support the first story and the porch. It appears
‘thiat there were steps up to the porch on this side. The porch
is covered with a shed roof covered in corrugated sheet metél.

The main rocf 1s also covered in corrugated sheet metal.

The north gable end has o =ingle window on each story. The
south ¢able end hasz a window on the first story and a square
window in the gable. The gablesat both ends are covered in vertical boasd

siding.
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Draft--Description--Greenville Log House 3.

The west facade has an entrance in the northermost bay
and windows in the southernmost bay of the first story and the
two bays of the second story. The door arrangement on the east
and west facades thus creates a through-passage in the housec.
A small brick flue projects at the ridge of the roof at the south
gable end. |

The interior plan has one room on each story with a stair-
way running along the east gable wall and the stove flue chimney
at the west gable wall. There is little ornamentation in the
structure. The only retained ornamehtation is the board frames
of the windows which have a bead on the top edge of the frame
in a framing of four—inch boards. The structire has a common

rafter vool with the rafters projecting out past the plate forming

the roof overhang. It also appears that the handrail on the front
and

porch which has an unusual high position ia the chamfered posts
n

are original porch trim.
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Significance

The Greenville Log House is a late nineteenth century
log structure typical of middle to low—income housing in the
mountainous recgions of Washington County. The lack of ornamental
features and even of -exterior siding showed that this was a
practical structure for a residence. It does contain features
such as corner boards which were used to protect the open grained
ends of the sqaure notched logs. The gapsbetwecen the logs were
filled with pieces of wood which then were covered with mortar.

Simplicity of the structure is also shown in its one -
room plan. The sloping site provided for actually three
functional levels with a stone foundation room being ‘used mainly
for storage purposes. The housc provided compact living quarters
at a low cust. There is evidence on the site f(or several other

small oufmbuildjngs‘
p—
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individunl property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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