INSTRUC JIONS

SEE

Copy 2 WA V-005
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 2203855504

NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

C OMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LocaTs

STREET AND NUMBER:
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Washington County Court House

STREET AND NUMBER:
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Hagerstown ) Maryland
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B¢ Altered {7] Unaltered ] Moved B Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This dwelling house is located 1/4 mile south of U.S. 40, just
east of the Conococheague Creek at Route 2, Williamsport, Maryland.
It is situated on a slight rise of ground and faces south.

The house is a four-bay, two-story stone dwelling with white trim.
Internally placed brick chimneys are located inside each gable end.
The roof is covered with grey shingles which are not original. A
three-bay concrete block addition is attached to the east end of the
structure.

The walls of the house are constructed of local limestone. The
facade consists of cut and squared stones known as ashlar, while the
rear and end walls display coursed field stone.

There are no arches over the windows or doors. Instead, above
each opening at the main floor of the facade is a large rectangular
stone lintel. Other openings are without stone embellishment.

The original exterior woodwork is quite simple. The eaves are
finished with board boxing rather than with a cornice. The window
and door framing lacks decorative woodwork.

The house has a rather large number of windows relative to its
size. Openings are present at the exposed (west) side as well as the
front and back of the house. The double pane sashes are not original
to the dwelling.

Two front doors are located at the second and third bays of the
facade. They each contain a three-light transom. These doors enter
into rooms rather than into hallways.

The lintels of the window and door openings at the main floor are
at a uniform height, adding to the symmetry of the front of the house.
The first floor windows of the facade are higher than those in the
gable and rear walls.

A 20th century porch sheds the two center bays of the front of
the house. It is supported by square posts which carry a flat roof
with a ballustrade.

There is no substantiated date indicating the year that this
house was built. The building complex of which this house is a part
contains a barn and other outbuildings related to agricultural use.
The property includes 159 acres. The house is not now threatened
by destruction.
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SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this structure is its architecture.
Although this house is not dated, its appearance would suggest
that it was probably built in the mid-19th century. The numerous
windows and the ashlar facade are unusual in houses dated earlier
than mid-century in.the county.

Stone house construction is quite common in Washington County.
Many of these houses contain four bays with off-center front doors.
Apparently in the interest of symmetry, the two center bays of the
first floor of this house were both constructed as doors.

A great number of early settlers in Washington County were people
of German descent who migrated to the area from central Pennsyl-
vania. German surnames are evident in the early land records of
much of Washington County, especially in the area west of Hagers-
town. Four bay houses are common in the area and possibly reflect
traditional German techniques.

According to local historians, an early road passed close to
the site of this house leading to a fording of the Conococheague
Creek a short distance southwest of the dwelling.
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STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUNTY:
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ME AN ITLE:

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

ORGANIZATION

Washington County Historic Sites Survey

DATE

June, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

Court House Annex

CITY OR TOWN:
Hagerstown

STATE

Maryland

“State Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

National [} State [

Significance of this property is:

Local
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