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Hook in Washington County.

evident .on most of the bridge surface.

14

This single arched stone bridge carried Valley Road across

Israel Creek south of Garrett's Mill in the vicinity of Sandy

The bridge is constructed of roughly coursed local fieldstone,
a type of fine grained metamorphic rock. The single segmental
arch is lined with voussoirs showing somewhat more careful cuttihg.
The bridge walls are topped with large flat stones several of which

show closely spaced drill marks. Raised pointeng of concrete is

The bridge appears to be in good condition and is open to daily

traffic. No records have been located to indicate when it was built.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Israel Creek bridge is significant for its architecture, for
its contribution to commerce and transportation in southern Washington
County. It is also important as an example of the engineering skills
of its builder.

Architecturally, this bridge is an example of nearly thirty stone
bridges and culverts in Washington County. Most of these structures
were built between 1820 and 1850 and appear to reflect a major trend
in building with stone in the Cumberland Valley during the early 19th
century. This bridge differs significantly from the county's limestone
bridges in that it is constructed of the harder metamorphic stone native
to southern Washington County. Another unusual feature of this bridge
is the use of flat rocks for the coping. The other bridges have con-
crete ledges which appear to have replaced original wooden coping.
Although no documents have been located recording that date that this
bridge was built its appearance and fragmentary evidence suggest that
it was constructed during the last quarter of the 19th century. Elderly
residents of the area recall that the bridge was standing during the
1890's. It is said to have been built by a local stone mason by the
name of Martin who worked during the late 19th century. Stone is used
for very few structures in the immediate vicinity.

The bridge over Israel Creek is also significant for its contribution
to commerce and transportation in southern Washington County. The
addition of the structure spanning Israel's Creek would have facilitated
travel in the area, thus helping economic growth.

The Israel Creek bridge is also important as an example of the engin-
eering skills displayed by the stonme bridge builders. The bridge
which has been open to daily traffic through the 20th century remains
as a monument to the engineering capabilities of its builder.
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Washington County Road and Land Records.
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Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
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Washington County Historical Sites Survey
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