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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ruins of the "Salty Dog" stand along the Harper's Ferry Road at Lock # 33
on the C & O Canal. It was a two story, three bay stone structure which
burned several years ago. Apparently the Park Service has cleaned the site
and stabilized the ruins. The walls are roughly coursed and a door jamb
with low relief panels remains. Doorways are located in the center bays at
the first and second story levels. The building is said to have had another
section which is supposed to have been older than the part standing now.

The stone work observable is of a type associated with the second quarter of
the 19th century or later.
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This ruined stone building is said to have been a tavern or imm associated
with the C & O Canal. It was known locally as ''The Salty Dog" in its more
recent history. It is part of the Harper's Ferry National Park.
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Little is known of the history of the Salty Dog Tavern which nestled against the cliff back of Lock 33. It is thought that the name
is not as old as the building, as it (the name) was probably taken from a song sung in the tavern which was popular in the
early 1900s. The goat in the left of the drawing may have been one of the ancestors of the wild goats which now inhabit the
cliff of Maryland Heights.
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Lock 33 (Harpers Ferry Lock) about 1876 was a center of activity. All the buildings have been destroyed by flood and fire, and
only the ruin of the Salty Dog Saloon remains to remind us of the events which took place here. John Cook, an advance man for
John Brown, married a local girl and tended the lock here as part of his cover.
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"Salty Dog"
Harper's Ferry Road, 1/2

mile W. of Sandy Hook
Harpers Ferry W. VA, Vic.
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