SURVEY NO. WA-IY:719

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN:
STATEWIDE] HISTORIC CONTEXT

Geographic Organization: Western Maryland

Chronological /Development Periods: Agricultural/Industrial
Transition
Historic Period Theme: Economics; Architecture, Landscape

Architecture, and Community Planning

Resource Type:
Category: buildings ‘
Historic Environment: small, rural town
Historic Function and Use: residential and commercial
Known Design Source: unknown
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. . - Magi No,.
Maryland Historical Trust  1;570Ric PROPERTIES
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1 - Name {indicate preferred name)
historic  The Sharpsburg Bank
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 103 West Main Street ____not for public¢ation
city, town Sharpsburg ____vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Washington
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___district ____public X occupied ___ agriculture ____ museum
—X_ building(s) X __ private . — unoccupied _X commercial — park
—_ structure —_ both — work in progress — educational ___ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment ____religious
-__ object — in process x yes: restricted — government —_ scientific
— being considered —_ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial *__ transportation
___not applicable __no ____ military __ other:

4. owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name First National Bank of Maryland

street & number 103 West Main S’t.reet telephone no.: 301-432-5171
city, town Sharpshurg state and zip codeMaryland 21782

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washlington County Courthouse liber 158
street & number SUWIMit Avenue and West Washington Street folio 051

city, town Hagerstown state 1D

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title

date —federal ____state ___ county ___ local

posiltory for survey records

city, town state




7. Description | Survey No. WA-II-719

Condition Check one Check one

_% excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

___good —__ruins _X_altered ___ _moved date of move
— fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Settiqg

The Sharpsburg Bank is located in Washington County at 103 West Main
Street on the town square. It rests on an irregularly shaped lot
(158/651) that is generally 51.1' x 189', and provides an elegant
backdrop for the town square whose boundary it shares with a group of
small, but impressive commercial and residential structures. The
grouping represents the evolution of architectural history in Sharps-
burg, having examples of styles from several different periods dating
from the early 19th centyry through the early 20th century. The

Bank is among the smallé&¥¥of qaj/buildhgs lining the square, which

is the commercial and geographic center of the town.

There is a large parking lot at the rear of the hullding that serves
both the bank and the neighboring funeral home.

Exterior

103 West Main Street is_a south8facing, vertically massed, asymmetrical
three-bay, two-story, qﬂybk (Flemish bond), attached, commercial
structure. Resting on a stone foundation, the building is set at

the public-right-of-way on the town's main square. It is attached
to 105 West Main, with which it shares a common roof and cornice.

In all likelihood, it was constructed as an addition to. 1ts neighbor.
The focus of the design is its first-floor commercial front that
consists of a slightly projecting copper cornice with a center
pefildthent which is inscribed "BANK" and two wide, copper-frame, show
windows with leaded glass transoms flanking the entrdke, The first
floor of the front facade has been refaced wlth new brick.

The structure has an artificial shingle, side-gable roof., The
entrance, which is y@b@ted in { center bay, is ornamented by a
marquee and consists of a_glaged and paneled door found on commercial
structures. Windows on tidh’second floor are double-hung, six-over-
six lights with shutters. The rear of the bullding has a brick

wing with a drive-up banking window.

Interior

The first floor interior consists of a single banking room with a
vault set in the northwest corner of the room. An addition to the
building at the rear of the room contains the space for the drive-up
teller. The interior of the bank has been extensively altered with
the addition of modern bank furnishejings (tellers windows, writing
ledges, railings) and a drop ceiling. Only the original bank vault
is unchanged.

(continued,..)



8. Significance Survey No. WA-TI-719

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
__mwMMC__JmMmmeMNw__Jmmmwmmmm — landscape architecture____ religion
—— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — _ conservation — law —__science
© 15001599 ___ _ agriculture — economics — literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 X __ architecture — education — millitary — social/
—— 1700-1799 ___ art — _engineering — muslc humanitarian
—X 1800-1899 __X commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ —___ communications — industry N polit'ics/government — transportation
— invention __ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B XC _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _A _B _C _D _E _F G
Level of Significance: _ national __state Xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Sharpsburg Bank is one of several important buildings that line the
twen square. These structures reflect the architectural evolution of
Sharpsburg from the early 19th through the early 20th century. This
building houses the only banking establishment in the town.

The building appears to have been constructed as part of the neighboring

structure at 105 West Main. However, it is possible that when 103 was

constructed, the property had already been subdivided. The first clue as

to the separation of the two lots is revealed on the 1877 map of the toun,

“here two owners are listed for lot 48. The building passed through
veral owners during the 19th century.

The construction date of the building is also not known. Although it does
not bear a plaque indicating that it was standing in 1862, the attached
structure (105 West Main) does have a plaque and this may refer to the
possibility that the two properties .were still joined in 1862. 1In
addition, the style of the structure indicates that it was constructed in
the early to mid-19th century. The first clear reference to the building
is in an 1864 deed that mentions the ftwo-story structure. A structure is
also noted on the 1877 map of the town.

According to the Banner history of Sharpsburg, the post office was
located 1n this buidling : sometime between 1850 and 1900, after it had
been relocated from across the street at 100 West Main and before it moved
fo 121 East Main. According to deeds, the property was sold to the
Sharpsburg Bank (established in 1908) in 1920 by Abraham Pashen. It is
noted as a bank on the 1922 Sanborn where it is number 218 West Main.
According to a history of Sharpsburg (Banner), "Mr. Pashen had a dry
goods store next to Spring Alley on South Mechanic. He moved from there
to where the bank is today" (p.73). It is not clear from this excerpt
whether Pashen moved his business to 103 West Main Street or if he moved
his residence there. Deeds indicéate that Pashen purchased this property
in 1909. Another reference in the Banner histfory notes that Pashen
operated his store at this site until he sold it to the bank in 1920. It
should be noted that the Banner history also mentions that a Mr. Bell had
grocery store on the square at 103 West Main during the 1900 to 1920
r-riod. It 1s unclear whther this store occupied the extant building

(continyed...)




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey Noya_TT_719

See attached sheets

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .22
Quadrangle name Xeedysyille, MD Quadrangle scale 7.5

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Julianne Mueller

name/titie
organization date July 1991
street& number 2730 Ol"dway Stl’eet ) N.W- telephone 20 2—36 }4—659}4

city or town Washington, D.C. state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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before Pashen moved his store there, or whether the grocery was
located elsewhere.

The Sharpsburg bank installed the extant copper cornice. A bank
has continued to occupy this space ever since, serving as the
town's only banking establishment.

The chain of title was traced back to 1862.

February 14, 1764 (Liber J/145), Deed from Joseph Chapline to
Nicholas Tice, original lot #48 (103' x 186')

August 26, 1862 (IN 16/320-321), Deed from Mary Hays and Daniel O.
Weisel, executors for Joseph Hays, to Benjamin Cronise for the
sum of $2000

March 21, 1864 (IN 18/108), Deed from Benjamin F. and Elizabeth
Cronise to Joseph Poffenberger for the sum of $2650 "...with
all the improvements thereon erected consisting of a two-story
brick house, and a brick back building, log stable and all the
outhouses..."

March 27, 1866 (INN 19/314), Deed from Joseph Poffenberger to
Josiah Baker for the sum of $4000

April 1, 1868 (LBN 2/492), Deed from Joseph and Amelia B. Baker to
B.F. Cronise for the sum of $4500, lot 48

March 22, 1881 (80/425), Deed from Henry A. [illeg.] and Moses
Poffenberger, trustees for B.F. Cronise and Son to Christian

M. Keedy for the sum of $900, lot 48 "...said property being
improved by a large two-story brick house and other
buildings..."

April 14, 1903 (118/45), Deed from Christian and Mary Keedy to
Benjamin F. Wyand for the sum of $2000 "...said property being
improved by a large two-story brick house and other
buildings..."

February 26, 1909 (131/230), Deed from Benjamin and Katherine Wyand
to Abraham Pashen for the sum of $2006

November 1, 1920 (158/651), Deed from Abraham and Zelda Pashen to
the Sharpsburg Bank for the sum of $5,500

Significance

A preliminary architectural evaluation of the Sharpsburg Bank was
made in April 1991 by Julianne Mueller during a survey of
Sharpsburg. At that time a survey site number WA-II-719 was
assigned and it was determined that the bank is a contributing
element to Sharpsburg's historic economic and architectural
character. A summary sheet on the building with photographs was
submitted to the Maryland Historical Trust in June 1991. The
summary provides a basic description of the building and places it
with the Maryland Comprehensive State Historic Preservation Plan:
State Historic Context (Western Maryland Geographic Organization;
the Development Period of Agricultural-Industrial Transition; the




CONTINUATION SHEET SURVEY NO. WA-IY-719
8. SIGNIFICANCE
Page 8.2

Historic Period Themes of Economics; and Architecture, Landscape
Architecture, and Community Planning).

Upon the suggestion of members of the Sharpsburg community, the
general history of the bank was researched. It was concluded that
the building has served an important economic role during the 20th
century, is a good example of mid 19th-century architecture with
early 20th century commercial alterations, and meets eligibility
Criterion C for listing on the Maryland Register.

Criterion A -- The property is not associated with
significant historical events.

Criterion B -~ The property is not associated with a
significant person.

Criterion C -- The building exhibits exceptional
architectural design, method of construction,
or craftsmanship, or is the product of a
trained architect. As part of the important
buildings lining Sharpsburg's town square and
as a good example of mid 19th-century
architecture with early 20th~-century
commercial alterations, the Sharpsburg Bank is
a contributing element to the architectural
significance of Sharpsburg.

Criterion D -~ The property may provide important information
about history or prehistory. The property has
not been assessed for its archeological
potential. Because of its long association
with this site, it is possible that 19th~ and
20th-century archeological remains might be
found near the building. However, it should
be noted that the building and its surrounding
property has undergone several remodelings
over the years, including extensive paving of
the rear yard. These construction efforts may
have obliterated much of the archeological
record.
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