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ABSTRACT

WA-II-246 Mid 19th Century
Ringer Cemetery

Boonsboro-Tilghmanton Vicinity

private

"Peter Ringer's Burial Ground" is located west
of Manor Church Road near the Antietam Creek in Wash-
ington County, Most of the graves are marked with
limestone tombstones inscribed with names and mid 19th
century dates from the Ringer family. The oldest stone
that could be read is inscribed in German and marks the
grave of Georg Heinrich Lange an infant who was born and
died in 1790. Small private cemeteries such as this one
are important reminders of past residents in Washington
County, serving as valuable geneological records.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Peter Ringer's Burial Ground is located in a low lying area west of Manor Church
Road and east of the Antietam Creek. It is a grassy plot in which grow several
large deciduous trees adjacent to a small pond and a run which flows toward the
nearby Antietam Creek.

The graves are marked with limestone tombstones inscribed with names and dates
from the Ringer Family. Other surnames represented include Netz and Lange.
Several uninscribed fieldstones protrude from the ground and appear also to be
markers. Most of the legible stones, however, mark the graves of Peter Ringer's
immediate family. Among those interred here are Peter Ringer who died September
15, 1850 at the age of 75 years, four months and 27 days; Joseph Ringer, son of
Peter and Mary Ringer who died December 12, 1857 at the age of 38 years, and 15
days; David Ringer who died July 12, 1874, at 26 years of age; Winifred S. Ringer,
a child of three years, one month and 18 days who died May 1, 1851; and Maria
Ringer, daughter of Peter and Mary Ringer, died November 5, 1845 at the age of
24 years. Most of the other markers that could be read date from the mid-19th
century. One tombstone different from the others is inscribed in German and
dates from the 18th century. It marks the grave of Georg Heinrich Lange who was
born on April 30, 1790 and who died om October 20th of the same year.

The cemetery is in deteriorated condition to fair condition and is located on a
"tract containing 4.2 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Peter Ringer's Burial Ground is significant for religious, social and humani=-
tarian concerns. It was not uncommon for families in the 18th and 19th centuries
in Washington County to have private burial plots on their farms. Many of these
small grave yards have fallen into disrepair, have been completely obliterated by
The remaining small private ceme-
teries are important reminders of past residents of Washington County, serving as
valuable geneological records. The property on which this cemetery stands was in

undergrowth or have been converted to farmland.

the Ringer Family until 1871 (WMcKK3/442).
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nMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Washington County Land Records.
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QIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 4 02 acres.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
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Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey April 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Court House Annex 791-3065
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Hagerstown Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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