ABSTRACT

WA-II-193 Early 19th Century
Krotzer 'Home Farm"

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

This farm complex consists of a two and one half
story stone house, a stone spring house, a frame bank
barn and related domestic and agricultural outbuildings.
Algo present on the property is the site of what appears
to have been a family cemetery with stones having German
ingeriptions. The house, although undated, shows evidence
of having been built during the first quarter of the 19th
century., The farmstead is significant as a complete group
of period buildings maintained with relatively few altera-
tions.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm complex is located on the west side of Black Rock Road immediately north of I-70
goutheast of Hagerstown near the foot of South Mountain in Washington County, Maryland, The
buildings are situated on hilly limestone ground around a spring and face south,

The house 1s a two and one half story, four bay limestone structure built against a slope.
Its cellar is fully exposed above ground level at the front elevation. Roughly courged mas=-
onry is used with small squarish stones centered between larger rectangular blocks above most
windows, suggeating keystones.

Windows have moderately wide frames with corner joints secured with wooden pins. At the main
and second story levels, nine over six pane sashes are present with front elevation ground
story and a rear stair well window having six over six sashes. Hinge pins for shutters re-
main in most frames. Small windows are also present in the gables and in the ground story
of the east end wall,

The main entrance is located in the third bay from the west end of the front elevation., It
is framed similarly to the windows and includes a narrow transom above the door. Another doot
is present in the ground story and two entrances are located in the rear or north wall, ’

Extending along most of the front elevation is a two story porch sheltering the ground and
main stories. The shed roofed porch is supported by square posts and is enclosed at the
upper level with a plain balustrade. A flight of steps at its east end gives access to the
main level.

The roof of the house is sheathed with sheet metal and terminates with barge boards set di-
rectly against the end walls, Several courses of molding finish the eaves boxing.,

Brick chimneys are located inside the end walls. Some cast elbow locks are said to remain
on interior doors of the house.

Just west of the house is a large spring around which has been built a stone wall, Above
part of the spring is a two story, one bay stone springhouse with a finished interior at the
upper level. Openings in the springhouse have massive wide frames with pegged joints and
trimmed with ovolo molding. High in the gables are small arched openings. In the west end
this opening holds a date tablet.

Between the house and springhouse and to their south are two small domestic outbuildings, a
brick structure, apparently a smoke house and an out kitchen or wash house which 1is a wooden
building with an exterior stone and brick flue.

A frame bank barn stands behind the other buildings and to their west. It is trimmed with a
Victorian period gingerbread barge board.

South of I-70 on the corner of Black Rock Road and Stottlemeyer Road is a cemetery site h
had fieldstone markers, some of which were inscribed in German, Apparently many of the stonet
were removed during the construction of I-70,

This complex appears to be in excellent condition and stands on a tract containing 155.31
acres.cONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm complex consists of a two and one half story stone house, a stone spring house, a
frame bank barn and related domestic and agricultural outbuildings. Also present on the prop-
erty is the site of what appears to have been a family cemetery with stones having German
inscriptions. The house, although undated, shows evidence of having been built during the
first quarter of the 19th century, The farmstead is significant as a complete group of period
buildings maintained with relatively few alterations.

T~ deeds for this property were traced only as far back as the 1850's when it was referred

t 48 the "Home Farm" of Joseph Krotzer. It was acquired in 1858 through equity court pro-
ceedings by Elizabeth Hoffman Witmer who was Joseph Krotzer's widow. (IN13/157). The farm
remained in her family at least until 1872 when it was purchased by George Funk, who may also
have been a relative. (IN15/7, WMcKK4/697). The farm was held by the Funk family until 1957
when it was purchased by the present owner.

It 1s not known who built the structures on this farm but regearch of other properties in the

area has revealed that the Funk and Krotzer (Kretzer) families had considerable holdings in
the immediate vicinity during the late 18th and 19th centuries.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 155,31 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION ) ) DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey March 1978
STREET & NUMBER * TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21-State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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