ABSTRACT

WA-II-163 19th Century
Log House, Antietam Battlefield

Sharpsburg Vicinity

public

This 19th century log house stands on one of
the most historically significant arsas of the Antie~
tam Battlefield. Some controversy has arisen recently
as to whether this building might have been present
during the Civil War Battle which occured on September
17, 1862. Architecturally the house displays a rather
unusual form of log construction consisting of vertical
posts at each corner into which the wall logs are mor-
tised. The tenon of each log is secured with a large
cut nail, The vertical posts are reinforced with dia-
gonal corner braces. The age of the house is not known
but material used in its construction as well as interior
woodwork suggest the posaibility of a building date during
the latter part of the third quarter of the 19th century,
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This log house i8 located along "Bloody Lane' near the observation tower on the Antietam
National Battlefield in the vicinity of Sharpsburg, Maryland. It stands on an area of level
ground and faces south.

The dwelling is a two story, three bay log house resting on stone and poured concrete founda-
tions. The building has been sheathed with German siding, which has been partially removed

so that substantial portions of the log construction are exposed. The wall logs at all ele-
vations are mortised into corner posts reinforced with diagonal braces at the first and second
story levels. The logs are hewn on their side surfaces and are chinked for the most part with
gawn pieces of wood and daubed with mud and lime mortar with a lime coat surface. A small
frame lean to addition 1s attached to the back of the house.

Windows and doors are trimmed with early 20th century period flat topped architraves. Most
windows have two over two pane sashes. Entrances are located in the first and second bays of
the front elevation. The more westerly door has been boarded shut with plywood. Extending
across the entire front elevation is a porch supported with turned square posts.

The roof is sheathed with corrugated sheet metal and extends beyond the end walls. Brick
chimneys are located inside the gables. The interior of the houge displays plain late 19th
‘and early 20th century woodwork. One mantelpiece has beveled panels characteristic of the
third quarter of the 19th century.

There are no outbuildings associated with the house. It is in deteriorated condition,
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Some of the most intense fighting durin
which later came to be called Bloody Lane.

standing here during the Battle,

ever, descendants of the Ward fami
19th century believe,

of the
location during the Battle,

quired a property containing 4 acres and 13
James H, Ward'

$400. (WMcKK6/3).

and that he was 5' 84" tall with dark hair and complexion and grey eyes.

It 1s believed by descendants of James H. Ward

g the Battle of Antietam occured along the sunken road
Historians contend that 1f a houge had been -
it probably would have been destroyed by the fighting, How-
ly who owned and occupied the house during the latter part
based upon family traditions, that there was a house on thig
According to Washington County Land Records, James H, Ward ac-
perches from Samuel Mumma on March 23, 1873 for
s army discharge papers indicate that he was a stone mason

that he and his wife lived along Bloody Lane

at the time of the Battle and that Mrs. Ward took refuge in Sharpsburg during the fighting
returning to her house to find it heavily damaged.

The present structure shows no evidence of
foundations and some parts of its structure

on the site.

A mortgage dated July 31, 1878 states that this
story log house and other buildings.

(77/122).
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battle damage although it 1s possible that its
may have been salvaged from an earlier structure

property was at that time improved with a two
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SUBJECT:
*House", located at 85 Bloody lane, Sharpsburg, Maryland. 21782,

" Writer is Arthur S, Ward

This is a documentation of certain facts supported by re-~
cords and by events told to me, together with other materlnis'
(letters, photographs and sworn statements) that have been gath-
ered by me for the followlng purpose:

The question concerning this house 1s: Was it or any part
of it standing at the present site before, during and immed-
jately after the Civil War (1861-1865) and more especially, was
it or any part thereof, there during the Battle of Antietam
(Sept. 18627) It ia my contentlon that the question and all of

its parts, can be answered in the affirmative, The follow-
ing being told to me by my Grandrathor as vwell as my Father,
Augt and Uncles and, not once, but on many occassions include~
ing: family gatherings, story telling time and also argumonts'
when a certain point was not fully detailled,

James Henry Ward and his wife Susan (Strippy or Strlpnio)
Wward lived at the above address at the time (my Grandfather &
Grandmother) in question and resided there many years after the

Thalr Jan €5 ., ward was Gor
war. The record shows (Exhibit #1) in Washington County, Md.

@}'—hxﬂlr )
on May 25, 1835 and married Susan Strippy on tke 12 of April

1860. It is my contention that they moved tb the above address
in a house, and p roceeded to have a family. The Union Army
discharge papers (Exhibit #2) of James H, Ward show that he was
a Sergeant of Capt. Robert C. Brapford, Vol's Potomac Home

V4

Brigade, enrolled 9-10-1861, served 3 years, discharged 10-25-~186#
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Harpers Ferry, Va, (born in Washington Co. Md.) at 26 years of
age and occupation of Stone Mason., James Henry was called Henry
by a1l who knew him. Some of his relatives referred to him as
Hen and Uncle Hen. _ _

The followlng account has been told to me, as well as to
all my brothers, sister and cousins, and may vary in detall a-
ccording to the teller of the story, but the substance remsins
pretty much the same as the one told to Mrs. Betty Otto on our
‘first meetlng g-12-75. The same story i2 recorded on the back
of a picture of the house and presented to her great nephew:

(now age 12) on Aug 28, 1972 by Mrs. Minnie Gilbert.

The Story: During the battle of Antietam, my Grandmother
was taken to a cellar by some soldiers, together with a free |
slave woman, a small child apnd infant, Her babies became 111
with fever and when the battle had subsided at one occassion

she, being anxious to obtain pure water, proceeded back home

~ in order to get fresh water from her spring. Upon arriving at

her lane (Bloody Lane) the dead lay so thick and deep, she had
to walk along the ridge where the fence was located. When she
got home a great part of ths house had been destroyed by heavy
gunfire, Leaving only t% livable rooms and the cellar for her’
to take up living quarters. In her kitchen were two dead
soldiers wihich she and the free slave (as she went with her)
buried in tlie garden at the back oflthe house. Either defg
during or shortly after the battle both bables died and she
buried them :in the garden also. They were 1ater removed for

a more decent buriel. (my cousin affirms this as being the

case).
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Hy Grandmother spent 2 years or more with the free slave, in
theae quarters, Uoon my Grandfathers return he built onto these
remains until he completed the present structure which is much
the same &8 stands now, There is an account (E“hibit #3) of
Mrs. Henry Ward being in the Kretzer cellar and having an in-
fant child etc- ("Battle of Antietam”) (Publisher Oliver T. Reilly-
Copyright 1906 by R. C. Miller)which places Mrs Henry Werd 1in
the vicinity of the sbove house at the time of the battle, It
1: reaSOnable to assume she lived in & house, the house being
in a place of danger, she was removed to the Kretzer cellar,left
there and returned to her house, It 18 my contention the house
to which she returned 1s the house in question. Not all of it
but thaﬁ.ﬁﬁrt that was left and usable for living quarters.

The following 18 a 1list of the sons and daughter born to
James H. Ward and Susan Strippy ward, and all born in Sharpsburg,
Md. as records show and all born in the house 1in question.
(E*nibit #4) Edward Ellsworth Ward born 9-27-1866

: ~ James Frank * v 3-19-1868

Ulysses Sheridan " n  92216-1869
Molly Ward Stevenson 11 B=5=1871

Harry Markwood . v 9=13-1873

On too many occassions along with many vipits to the "01d Wward
Home® have we all been told these fhcts; not to believe them now.
The records of the Ward family go back to Ireland and Germany
and show they settled in what is now Washington Co. ¥Md. and some
records can be found in Frederick,Md. preceeding the 1845 records

at the Court House to give credence to thib srgument,

‘". . 7 “wae e A TAR A ory
—
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Sh a rpsburg Hd; is shown either on the death éertificate
of each, except J., Frank Wsrd, and his birthplace 1s shown

on his employment record as Sharpsburg, Md. (N&W R,R. Exhibit # )

The fsmily Bible records show Sharpsburg, Md. on those that are avalilable

There are a number of photographs showing numerous visits
by the Ward family, to the home (house) and letters showing
many of the allegations above to be true,

On the occsssion of the 75th anniversary of the battle
(Sept. 18, 1937) my Father, along with my Mother, my sunt
and two Uncles were guests of President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
.the speaker of the day, and sat on the speakers plstform
with him, his staff and surviving Vetrans of the Civil War,
The signifigance of their being invited to this occassion,
which nas always been my impression, was due to the fact
that they were the survlvors of the Ward family whose
Mother and Father were the inhabitants of the house du-
ing the Battle of Antletam. If.this.was no£ fﬁe reason
for thelir being there then I am &t a loss to even guess
as to whythey were there as his guests. All of my family
88 well as those cousins, who were the children of Edward
E. Werd, affirm this to be the reason.

While many more 1ncidents and expriences can be written
here, they would only elongate, not enlighten the question,
With this documentation there accompanies letters, photo-
graphs and other material for exanination,

Hj personal convictions nrg_wrltten in the above doc-
umentation, and I am confirmed in the belief, that the re-

moval gf the house is to commit historical wandalism.

L %44/‘”/
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