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Stone House in Beaver Creek
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West side of old route 66, at junction with Black Roek Road,
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CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This structure is located along the west side of old route 66 at its
junction with Black Rock Road in the village of Beaver Creek, Washington
County, Maryland. It is situated on a slight rise of ground above the
east bank of the Beaver Creek.

The building is a two and a half story, three bay stone dwelling with
black and white trim. Built into a hillside it has two and a half ex-
posed stories at its rear or west elevation. The front wall is one and
a half stories in height. A one story wash house or summer kitchen
covered with weatherboard siding is located adjacent to the building.

The walls are of rubble and roughly coursed fieldstone and show
modern repointing in many areas. There is no decorative stone work
associated with the exterior of the building.

Windows are placed in the front elevation with some effort at symmetry.
At the main story, nine over six pane double hung sashes are held within
narrow panes finished with a bead. The upper half story openings hold
pairs of four light windows divided by a mullion. Other windows in the
side and rear walls contain six light double hung sashes.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the front elevation.
The entrance way is treated very simply with woodwork similar to that
associated with the windows. A narrow transom is included in the door
framing. Other entrances in the rear and side walls also show plain
treatment.

A one-story, three bay porch with Victorian period trim extends along
the front wall of the house.

Birch chimneys are located inside each gable end. The roof is covered
with sheet metal and extends for several inches beyond the gable walls.
The eaves are finished with simple boxing.

The house stands on a three acre tract and is in good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this house is its architecture. It is
an example of Washington County's stone veruacular architecture and is
representative of a major architectural group in the Cumberland Valley.
The exterior appearance of this house would suggest that it may date
from the second quarter of the nineteenth century.

A store was operated from the early of mid nineteenth century, a short
distance south of this dwelling. The present owner has records of the
store which date from 1843, The business was operated by John Witmer
who also owned a mill several hundred feet west of this sturcture. It
is possible that this building was associated in some way with the
store or the mill.
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