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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located north of Benavola Church Road about one half mile
west of Maryland Route 66 and about three miles north of Boonsboro in
Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on a slight rise of ground
above a small stream, the "Little Beaver Creek" and faces south.

The structure is a two-bay, two-story brick cased log dwelling with
white trim. A two-bay, two-story brick el extends to the rear or north
of the building.

The walls are set on low stone foundations. At the front or main
section of the house, all stretcher brickwork is employed. The el at the
north displays common bond. The brick courses at the front section appear
to be casing which have been placed over an earlier log structure.

Windows are placed at random in the walls. The openings are framed
with narrow members under wide wooden lintels. Six-over-six pane double-
hung sashes are present in all windows of the main stories. -

Entrances are located on the south, east and north sides of the building.
All are quite simple in appearance and are framed similarly to the windows
with wide wooden lintels.

A small shed roof entrance porch is present at the south entrance. A
one-story hip roof porch extends along the east side of the el. It is
supported by four round pillars.

The roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal and extends for several
inches beyond the end walls of the house. The eaves are finished with a
band of simple molding. Chimneys are located inside each gable end. A
fourth chimney rises from the interior of the main section of the house,
near its center.

A few feet northwest of the house is a one-and-a-half story, two-bay
stone dwelling constructed of coursed local fieldstone. It is built into
a hillock and faces east. Its window and door openings show wide framing
with pegged joining and quarter round molded trim. The roof is covered
with wooden shingles. It extends well beyond the front wall of the struc-
ture to form a porch. At the gables, the barge board tapers to the roof
peak. A brick chimney with corbels at its top rises from inside the north
gable end of the building.

Near the stone building is a large frame mill building set on limestone
foundations. Stone foundation walls are also present nearby. The 1859
map of Washington County shows a mill site on this property.

The buildings are in fair to good condition and stand on a tract con-
taining 163 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The buildings on this property are significant for their architecture
‘and for their association with milling and early commerce in Washington
County.

The brick cased log structure although greatly altered, does provide
an example of Washington County's log building tradition.

Many log structures were built in Washington County from the earliest
days of settlement until well into the 19th century. A number of
these buildings continue in use today, disguised by various forms of
siding or bricks.

These buildings are worthy of note as representatives of a major
architectural group in Western Maryland and the Cumberland Valley.

The mid and late 19th century alterations to these buildings should
also be considered for their merit as Victorian adaptations to earlier
buildings.

The stone dwelling is notable as an example of vernacular building
in stone of the Cumberland Valley. 1Its wide overhanging roof at the
front elevation is particularly outstanding.

The mill site is important for its contribution to the early economy
of the area.
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