ABSTRACT
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Mid 19th Century Brick Farmhouse
Boonsboro Viecinity
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This is an example of an important regional
rural house type. Built of brick, seven bays in
length with a recessed double porch along part of
the front wall, it is one of a significant number
of such houses in the county, most of which date
from the middle third of the 19th century, The
exterior woodwork and type of masonry used on this
house suggest a building date during the 1850's,
This farm is one of a group in the area west of
Boonsboro which is owned by the U, S. Steel Corp=-
oration., Their value to the steel company lies in
the extensive limestone deposits on the land., Sev-
eral farmhouses in the immediate vicinity are similar
to this one.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm is located south of Maryland Route 68, east of Millpoint and northwest of Boonsboro
in Washington County. The house is situated on a slight rise of ground and faces southwest.,
It is a two story seven bay brick structure resting on fieldstone foundations which become
gseveral feet high at the front elevation. The four southernmost bays are recessed beneath a
double porch included under the main roof span. The part of the front wall which is not re-
cessed displays all stretcher brickwork while American bond with five courses of stretchers
between header rows is used elsewhere. A frame addition is attached to the back of the house.

Openings have narrow frames topped with wide wooden lintels. All windows retain six over six
pane double hung sashes. Some pairs of deteriorated louvered shutters remain, Characteristic
of houses following this plan, one window in the end wall opens onto the porch,

The main entrance is located in the second bay from the west corner of the front elevation.
It is framed similarly to the other openings and has a three light transom. Of the four bays
recessed beneath the double porch, the two central openings at each story are doors. Those
at the lower level have three light transoms, Other doors open onto the porch from the s.
walls of the recess.

The porch is supported by tapered square posts and partially enclosed by a plain balustrade.
The house is roofed with standing seam sheet metal which terminates with barge boards set
directly against the end walls. Brick chimneys are located inside the gables and at the inte~-
rior of the house at the point where the wall is recessed for the porch.

The buildings are in deteriorated condition. Besides the house a frame barn and various
outbuildings are present., The farm contains 150.01 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is an example of an important regional rural-house type. Built of brick, seven bays in
length with a recessed double porch along part of the front wall,it is one of a significant
number of such houses in the county, most of which date from the middle third of the 19th
century, The exterior woodwork and type of masonry used on this house suggest a building date
during the 1850%'s., .This farm is one of a group in the area west of Boonsboro which is owned
by~+"we U, S, Steel Corporation, Their value to the steel company lies in the extensive lime=-
sb. . deposits on the land. Several farmhouses in the irmediate vicinity are similar to this
one,
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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