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WA-I-431 19th Century
Baker-Hebb Farm (Common)

"Samuel Baker's Home Place" (Historic)
Punkstown Vicinity

private

This farmstead consists of a stone house,
stone bank barn and a stone summer kitchen. The
complex is undated but all of the structures would
appear to have been built during the second quarter
of the 19th century. It illustrates the popularity
of the native limestone as a building material in the
early architecture of the Cumberland Valley,
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DESCRIPTION
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farmstead of stone buildings i1s located on the north side of Hebb Road east of Funkstown,
just west of U. S. Route 40 in Washington County, Maryland. The buildings are situated on
hilly limestone ground with the house facing south and the barn north,

The house is a two story, five bay limestone building constructed into a slope so that a full
three stories are exposed at the rear or north elevation. Extending to the rear is a two
story, four bay ell with a double porch along its east wall., Masonry consists of roughly
coursed stones with smaller blocks suggesting keystones centered above most openings.

Windows and doors are aligned with each other in the walls and have moderately wide frames,
most trimmed with ogee molding. In the south and west elevations of the main section six over
six pane double hung sashes are used. Most other windows have nine over six pane sashes.
Hinge pins for shutters remain in most frames.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the front elevation. Included above the six
panel door is a transom. Sheltering the three central bays of the front wall is a hip roofeAd
porch supported by turned posts. Other entramces are located in the north wall of the fror
section at the ground and main stories. This upper lewel door has been converted to a wim_..
Entrances open onto both levels of the porch on the ell. The upper porch is partially sup-
ported with chamfered square posts and enclosed with a series of three rails.

The roof of the house is for the most part of standing seam sheet metal and terminates with
barge boards set directly against the end walls. Brick chimmeys are located inside the end
walls. An exterior stone chimney with a tall brick extension has been added to the west wall
of the ell.

Immediately east of the house is a one story stone outbuilding or summer kitchen with a chimney
ingide its east end wall, The barn is located west of the house. Like most barns in thisg re~
gion it is built into a bank or slope. Characteristically, it has vertical ventilator slits

in its end walls. Also present are a series of square holes in the end walls between the
plates. Thege may have held rafters for side extensions or attached sheds.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farmstead consists of a stone house, stone bank barn and a stone summer kitchen. The
complex is undated but all of the structures would appear to have been built during the second
quarter of the 19th century. It illustrates the popularity of the native limestone as a buil-
ding material in the early architecture of the Cumberland Valley. In this area limestone out-
croppings are a significant part of the landscape and this stone was used frequently for the
canstruction of pre-1850 buildings.

T. __ farm was known many years ago as the Samuel Baker home farm. According to the Washington
County Land Records, Samuel Baker purchased all or part of the property in 1860 from Simon G.
Knode (IN15/400). Members of the Knode family resided near Funkstown since the late 18th cen-
tury. Samuel Baker also apparently owned land in the same vicinity prior to the 1860 purchase
from Simon Knode.

The farm has been in the Hebb family since 1907 (125/693), although parcels have been sold off
from time to time. The whole tract of about 100 acres included parts of the land grants, '"Re
survey on Old Fox Deceived," '"Medcalf's Meadow" and "Establishment." The portion of the farm
on which the buildings are located contains 3.04 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Washington County Land Records.
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[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 3.04 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE ) COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/ TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey January 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATYE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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