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WA-1-414 19th Century
Sterling Houge

Williamsport Vieinity
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Appearing to date from the third quarter of
the 19th century this brick house once had an inset
double porch along part of its former front elevation.
This is a prominent feature of mid and late 19th cen-
tury farmhouses in Washington County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on the south gide of Sterling Road, just west of the Penn Central Rail-
road tracks, east of Williamsport in Washington County, Maryland. It faces north toward the
road.

The building is a two story, three bay brick structure resting on low fieldstone foundations.
Bricks are laid in common bond at all elevations and the entire structure is painted white.
Flat arches of upright bricks are present above the openings.

Apparently, Sterling Road is relatively new and was oonstruced to link two’ parts of Doub ‘Road

which makes a bend to the south below this house. According to maps, this house was formerly

approached by a private lane extending from the portion of Doub Road lying to the west of thig
house. The original feomt elevation of the houge may have been its south facade. Part of the
south wall was recessed under the main roof span and had a double porch. This has since been

enclosed with siding. Many houses in Washington County have porches like this at their front

elevations.

Windows and doors have narrow frames finighed with a bead at the inside edge. They hold singh
pane, double hung sashes. Some retain pairs of shutters with movable louvers.

An entrance is located in the center bay of the north elevation. Another doo; is locate 2
the inget porch in the south wall. An enclosed one story front porch extends along the en-
tire front elevation. -

The roof of the house ig sheathed with standing seam sheet metal and extends beyond the end
walls. Small brick chimneys are located inside the end walls. . )

The house appears to be in fair condition and stands on a tract containing 30.88 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Appearing to date from the third quarter of the 19th century this brick house once had an
inset double porch along part of its former front elevation. This is a prominent feature
of mid and late 19th century farmhouses in Washington County. The present owner indicated
that the house may have been built by the Bowers family.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY w'ss acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ' COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE ’
Washington County Historical Sites Survey December 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN . STATE
Hagergtown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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