ABSTRACT

WA=-I-413 18th Century
Rose Mill Site

Punkstown Vicinity

private

The Rose Mill, also known as Pleasant Grove Mills,
was an 18th and 19th century complex which now lies in
ruins along the Antietam Creek. Worthy of note is the
quality 18th century stone work evident in the standing
segmental arch, part of the original mill structure, and
in the remains of the mill dam.
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Pleasant Grove Mills
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EJLOCATION
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__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
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—OBJECT —IN PROCESS ~ —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
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Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
‘NAME
P. Lowell Fox Telephone #:
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Route # 3
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Hagerstown ___ VICINITY OF Maryland ~ 21740

JHLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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Liber #: 529
Folio #: 336

STREET & NUMBER

West Washington Street
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— Hagerstown Maryland 21740
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TITLE
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—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD X Rruins Xaurereo s 50% _MOVED  DATE
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rogse Mill site is located on the north side of Garis Shop Road at the Antietam Creek south
of Funkstown in Washington County, Maryland. Remaining of the complex is part of a dam across
the Antietam, a large segmentally arched opening from the main mill and part of a wall around
the arch and raceway. Foundations and a small stone and frame building also presumably a mill
located on the east side of the creek were part of the complex as well. The site is situated
at Rose Mill Bridge a three arched stone structure built in 1839 (WA-I-347). The bridge was
constructed with an outshot on its northwest wing wall to accommodate wagons loading and un-
loading at the front of the mill.

The remaining parts of the mill site are of stone construction. It is possible that the upper
stories of the mill were timber framed. Although the mill building was located on the west
bank of the creek, another mill building assoéiated with the complex is located immediately
opposite it on the east side of the creek. This 1s a one and a half story stone and wood
sided structure which was served by a separate raceway. It is a relatively small structure
three bays wide with a frame addition to its east end. Its west end of stone rises from the
water's edge and has openings to allow for the mill wheel mechanism. It is possibly a newer
structure than the ruins on the west side of the creek.

East of this mill building is a white sided dwelling. It is a multi gabled building with
porches having an outward appearance of dating from the late 19th century.

Still intact is a sizable portion of the mill dam just upstream from the bridge. It is couw-
structed of layers of uniformly coursed native limestones.

South of the bridge on the east side of the creek, is a spring opening housed in a limestone
arched vault.

According to 19th century deed records, the complex included a grist mill, sawmill, chopping

mill and dwelling house. The name of the land grant on which it is located 1s 'Palmyra."
The property includes 45.941 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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— PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
. EWISTORIC  _ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC ~_COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ __RELIGION
—1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW ——SCIENCE
—1500-1599 X AcRicuLTURE __ECONOMICS —UTERATURE ) —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MIUTARY ——SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 X commence __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS X nousTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)
—INVENTION :
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rose Mill, also known as Pleasant Grove Mills, was an 18th and 19th century complex which
now lies in ruins along the Antietam Creek. Worthy of note is the quality 18th century stone
work evident in the standing segmental arch, part of the original mill structure, and in the
remains of the mill dam.

According to a 1794 map of Washington County, a grist mill was in operation on this site markec
with the name John Sharer. Deed records indicated that John Sharer had his land here, part of
"Palmyra," resurveyed in 1815. Later the mill property belonged to John S, Rowland who in
1860 transfered it to Benjamin Rowland (IN15/105). During the 1860's in several dealings

the property changed hands repeatedly being purchased in 1869 by Robert L. Rose (WMcKK1/303,
WMcKK1/324). It remained in the Rose family until 1891 when it was sold to Elias Emmert and
thea in 1902 to Elvin H, Snyder (97/351, 116/184). It remained in the Sanyder family until

p haeed by the family of the present owner in 1947 (243/558). According to a former owner
an electrical plant was in operation on the site during the early 20th century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Map of Washington County, 1794,

Washington County Land Records.
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 45.941 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ] . . ~ COUNTY
STATE . COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey December 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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