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This house is primarily significant for its archi-
tecture as reflecting patterns of vernacular building
during the 18th and 19th centuries. It is a log and brick
structure built in three stages. The oldest parts of the
building, the two log sections, could date from the late 18th
or early 19th centuries, with the brick addition showing
evidence of mid 19th century construction.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located south of Rench Road, west of the Norfolk and Western Railroad tracks,
east of the Downgville Pike in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on an area of
level ground beside a small stream and faces north. The building is a two story, three bay
log house resting on fieldstome foundations. Extending to the rear or south ig a one story,
three bay log addition with a central chimney. Attached to the west end wall of the main
houge is a two story, two bay solid brick addition.

The walls of the main or oldest standing section are sheathed with composition siding. The
log addition has had its siding removed revealing hewn logs with 'V" notched corner joining.
Most of the mortar in. the chinking has fallen away. Also obgervable is the summer beam pro-
jecting through the south end wall,

In the main section windows and doors are small in size with massive frames. Most windows
have two over two pane double hung sashes which are not original. The door is located in
the center bay of the front elevation. Although there iz no opening to be gseen from the ex-
terior at the second story level above the front door, according to the present osvmer, there
at one time wvas an upper door at this location. This suggests that the front of the housr
had a two story porch.

The log addition also has wide window and door frames where the originals remain. Windows in
the brick addition have narrow frames which hold a nine over six sash at the first story of
the front elevation. A second story window of the same size has a modern single pane double
hung sash. At the rear elevation., smaller windows are used , two with gix over six lights
and one with a new two over two pane sash. An entrance is located in the west end bay of the
front elevation of the brick section. Common bond brick work is used at all elevations of the
addition. Brick corbeling finighes its eaves.

The roof of all parts of the building is sheathed with corrugated sheet metal. A brick chim-
ney is located inside the west end wall of the main log section. A brick chimney also extends
from inside the end wall of the brick section. As mentioned earlier, a brick central chimney
18 located in the log addition.

Modern dairy barns stand west of the house. The dwelling appears to be in fair condition and
stands on a tract containing 148.97 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This houge is primarily significant for its architecture as reflecting patterns of vernacular
building during the 18th and 19th centuries. It is a log and brick structure built in three
stages. The oldest parts of the building, the two log sections could date from the late 18th
or early 19th centuries, with the brick addition showing evidence of mid 19th century oon-
struction. Por most of its history this farm was owned by the Rowland and Rench families
respectively. In 1864 Aquilla Rowland and David Rowland, acting as executors for the will of
John Rowland sold 192 1/2 acres of 'Agreed in Peace' to Andrew Rench (LBN1/226). The property
1 iined in the Rench family until 1945 when it was transfered to the family of the present
owmer (229/59). It is not known how long John Rowland owned the farm or from whom he acquired
ic,
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 148.97 acres
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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