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Rose Hill is located on the west side of Maryland Route 63, one
half mile-south of Williamsport, Maryland.

Rose Hill is a six bay, two story, Flemish bond brick house.
It has a hip roof and a "widow's walk."

A pedimented pavillion that extends cutward from the wall planc
comprises the two central bays. A small ¢lliptical window sits
in the pediment.

The windows have six over six sashes and flat stone archos with
keystones. ' The basement windows have flat brick arches. Thereo
is a wooden belt coursc (20th century) and a simple cornice.

The main entrance, centered in the pavillion, has a semi-
circular fanlight with lcad tracery that is Federal in feeling.
A brick arch surrounds the fanlight. A pair of rectangular,
three-pane side lights and the door support the fanlight.

A four bay, two story wing of a smaller scale oxtends out from
one side of the house. :

On the interior, Rose Hill is noted for itsg large center hall
and the attached hanging staircase. The interior details,
€.9., the cntablaturces over the first floor doors, reflect the
taste of the Adam-inspired Federal period.

Other Maryland houses such asMontpelier (National Register) and
Tulip Hill (National Rcoister) have facades similar to Rose
Hill's. These buildings, however, are in southern and central
Maryland. Rosc Hill is the outpost of this type of architec-
.ture in Western Maryland.
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Rose Hill, near Williamsport, Maryland, is one 'of the finest f
Fcderal period houses in the western part of the state. In

addition, it ranks with the best Federal buildings in central
and southern Maryland., Buildings of centomporary peried and
with a similar degree of architectural refinement are virtually |
non-existent in Washington, Allegany, and Garrett Counties.

The mystery surrounding the unusual architectural character of
Rose Hill is confounded by an inability to assign a definite
date or builder to the house. In 1802, a Prince George's
County resident, Thomas Owen Williams, bought the property (664
acres) for ten pounds per acre, an unusually high price for
land in western Maryland at the turn of the nineteenth century l
The previous owner, Samuel Ringgold, had inherited the propexrty
from his fathey, Thomas Ringgold, a wealthy merchant in Chester-
town. At his death, Thomas Ringgold divided his enormous land
holdings among his numerous children, giving his son Samuel
over ten thousand acres in Washington County.2 Samuel took
over his inheritance after he reached his majority in 1791.3

Although Thomas Owen Williams owned the 664 acres in Washington ;
County, he kept his residence in Prince George's County until
his death in 1818.4 However, an 1808 map indicates a substan-
tial house on the land.5 His son, Otho Williams, inherited the
tract which remained in the hands of his descendants throughout
the nineteenth century.
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9. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued

Federal Direct Tax Assessment. 1798. Prince George's County,
New Scotland, Oxen, Bladensburg Hundred.

Kent County Probate Records.

Patent Records. Washington County.

Prince George's County Probate Records.

Provincial Court Deeds. Washington County.
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Secondary Sources:

Biographical Directory of the American Congress 1774~1949.
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1950.

Footnotes (for 8-Significance):

1Washington County Deeds, Liber 0 folio 459.
2Kent County Wills, Liber 41 folio 301. 1770.

3samuel Ringgold represented Washington County in the
Maryland Assembly beginning with a seat in the Housec of Dele-
gates (1795). He was elected to the House of Representatives
(1810-1815, 1817~1821) from the Sixth District. Ringgold's
house, Fountain Rock, was an claborate structure (demolished)
that has bcen attributed to Benjamin Latrobe.

4Pprince George's County Wills, Liber TT folio 1.

SCharlcs Varle, "A Map of Fraderick and Washinaton
Counties, Maryland," 1808, Ilall of Records, Annapolis, Marvland.
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