ABSTRACT

WA-I-348 - Early 19th Century
Limestone Farmhouse

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

This farm is an example of an early 19th
century rural complex. All of the major struc-
tures are built of local limestone which was a
prominent construction material in the Cumberland
Valley during the late 18th and 19th centuries.

The house is a two story, three bay structure with
a side hall entrance and represents an important
local form. The farm ig part of a land grant called
"Rocky Spring."
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West of Hopewell Road near Halfway Blvd.
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- [l DESCRIPTION

;' CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

' _XEXCELLENT _—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED }LORIGINAL SITE

. —GOO0D —RUINS X_ALTERED < 50% —MOVED DATE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm is located at the end of a private lane which extends in a northwesterly direction
from Hopewell Road near its junction with Halfway Blvd., southwest of Hagerstown in Washington
County, Maryland. The buildings are situated on rolling limestone land and face east.

The house is a two story, three bay stone structure with a one story, three bay wooden frame
addition to its west end. The walls of the main house are built of coursed local limestone
using relatively small uniforml y. shaped stones. Diagonal marks in the south gable show that
there were two ¢arter~ additions prior to the present frame extension. A full size window in
the gable has been closed with stone and brick. Small stones are centered over some windows,
suggesting keystones.

Openings appear to be aligned with each other in the wallas. Windows and doors have narrow
cagsings finished with a bead at the inside edge. Nine over six pane double hung sashes are
ugsed at the first story while six over six sashes are present at the second floor level. Some
first story windows retaim pairs of three panel shutters. The main entrance is located in the
gouth end bay of the f4z,.t or east elevation. The four panel door is hung beneath a four
light transom. A one story, three bay early 20th century porch supported by tapered square
pillars extends across the front elevation.

The roof is sheathed with modern asphalt shingles and terminates with barge boards set direc-
tly against the end walls. A large inside end brick chimney is centered in the north eleva-
tion.

Just west of the house is a one story two bay, stone outbuilding with remains of a wood shin-
gle roof. The door framing is massive with pegged joining.

West of the house is a largé stone end bank barn. A flat stone which may be a date tablet was
set in the peak of the gable at the south end wall.

The house appears to be in excellent condition while the barn and outbuildings are in deteri-
orated or fair condition. The property contains 165.25 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—1500-1599 X _AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EOQOUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —_ENGINEERING —MUsIC —THEATER
X1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY _—TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INOUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm is an example of an early 19th century rural complex. All of the major structures
are built of local limestone which was a prominent construction material in the Cumberland
Valley during the late 18th and 19th centuries. The house is a two story, three bay struc-
ture with a side hall entrance and represents an important local form. The farm is part of a
land grant called '"Rocky Spring." It was owned by Peter Garling and his descendants from
1862 to 1943. Prior to that time it was owned by Isaac Bear and William B, Clark repec-
tively.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Washington County Land Records.
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[LIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 165.25 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consul tant

ORGANIZATION DATE
Sites Survey September 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
—County Office Building, 33 West Waghington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Hagerstown ) Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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