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This two story log house which dates from
the 19th century is an example of a prominent
vernacular type in Washington County. Like many
such dwellings its log construction has been
sheathed with German siding. The house also was once
part of a complex which included a tannery business.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on the west side of Maryland route 494, the Fairview Road, just north of
Rockdale Road in Wagshington County. It ig situated on an area of level ground and faces north
east,

The structure is a two story, three bay log dwelling sheathed with German siding. A one story
ell extends to the rear. The building rests on low fieldstone foundations.

Windows and doors appear to be spaced evenly in the front elevation. All windows observed at
the main stories hawsix over gix pane double hung sashes. trimmed with architraves with
pointed top pieces. Hinge pins indicate that shutters were present at one time.

Doors are located in the first and second bays from the east corner of the front elevation.
The center entrance is topped with a transom. Above the other door are marks in the siding
suggesting that the height of the opening has been altered. Other entrances are located in
the southeast elevation of the ell which is protected by a deep overhanging porch. A one
story hipped roof porch extends across the front elevation. It is supported by pairs of
turned posts, between which runs a balustrade with vertical and diagonal balusters.

The roof of the main section is sheathed with corrugated sheet metal and extends beyond the
end walls of the house. A standing seam tin roof is present on the back section. Brick
chimneys are located inside each gable end, the larger being at the northwest elevation. An
exterior stone and brick flue is attached to the ell. Plain boxing finishes the eaves.

The house appears to be in fair to good condition and stands on a tract cofxtain:lng 82.59
acres, where a tannnery once operated. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two story log house which dates from the 19th century is an example of a prominent verna-
cular type in Washington County. Like many such dwellings its log construction has been
sheathed with German siding. The house also was once part of a complex which included a
tannery business.

For much of the 19th century this property was owned by the Fiery (also spelled Firey) family
who apparently operated the tanmmery. They owned a large amount of land in the vicinity of
pr-—nt day Pairview and still retain several farms in the area.

In an equity court case (13/305) this particular tract was described as having been improved
with two comfortable two story log houses, a stable, tannery and bark house. The exact lo-
cation of the other structures is not known at presemt.

The land is part of "Kreigh's Establishment” a land grant to the Kreigh family who held this
property until the early 19th century. In 1873 the property was conveyed by Joseph Middle-
kauff and Joseph Fiery, trustees to David C. Herbert (WMcKK5/632). It remained in the Herbert
family until it was purchased by the present owmer in 1927. '
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