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Stone House Southeast of Leitersburg Ca. 1800
Leitersburg Vicinity
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This two story, four bay stone dwelling and two
pen log barn are important as representing a large
number of vernacular buildings in Washington County.
The house, constructed of stone, reflects the popu-

- larity of this building material in Southern Pennsyl-
vania and Western Maryland. The four bay, off center
front door plan is also prominent in the area and may
be linked to German building traditions. The log barn,
an example of a type of structure once prevalent in the
area i1s significant since few such buildings remain in
Washington County.
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This farm complex is located west of the Leitersburg-Smithsburg Road about
one half mile southeast of Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland.
It is situated on the north bank of Little Antietam Creek and faces east.

The dwelling is a two story, four bay stone structure with a two story,
three bay ell extending to the rear or west. The walls are constructed of
coursed local fieldstone displaying somewhat more careful cutting at the
front elevation. A rough stone watertable extends along the front wall.
Openings in this elevation are topped with flat arches which have prominent
keystones at the first story level. Set in the north gable is a round
opening lined with brick and filled with white plaster. The north eleva-
tion of the ell is sheathed with stucco and is recessed to allow for a
double porch. A modern addition is attached to the south wall of the ell.

Although windows are aligned with each other, they are not spaced symmet-
rically in the walls. Their frames are wide, joined with wooden pins and
trimmed with quarter round molding. Nine over six pane double hung sashes
are present at the first story whilé six over six light sashes are employed
at the second story level. In the ell windows display narrower framing
with six over six sashes at both stories.

The main entrance is located in the second bay from the south end of the
front elevation. The door and door trim are modern. An alcove has’ been
installed in the bay immediately north of the main entrance. Evidence in
the masonry suggests, however, that a door was located in this position.

The roof is covered with asphalt shingles and extends beyond the end walls.
A course of simple molding finishes the eaves. Brick chimneys are located
inside each gable end. A modern concrete block flue is attached to the
exterior of the south gable wall.

One of the most notable features of the interior of the house is the stair-
way which is located in the northwest corner of the main section. As is
the case with several houses in the Leitersburg vicinity the stair rises
along the exterior wall cutting across the face of a window.

The house 18 in excellent condition. Some distance northwest of the dwelli
i8 a two pen log barn sheathed with vertical boarding. The barn is in de-
teriorated condition. The property contains 56 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this house is its architecture. It is rep-
resentative of a large number of vernacular dwellings in Washington
County as evidenced in the building material used and in its general form
Constructed of stone it reflects the popularity of this building material
in Southern Pennsylvania and Western Maryland. The four bay, off center
front door plan i8 also prominent in the area and may be linked with
German building traditions. The appearance of this houseé; the type of
magonry used in the wall construction, the wider window frames with pegged
Joining and the use of flat arches with keystones over the openings all
suggest a building date of Ca. 1800. The log barn, an example of a type
of structure once prevalent in the area is important since few such
buildings remain in Washington County.

The history of ownership of this house has been difficult to trace; the
property changed hands numerous times during the late 19th and 20th cen-
turies. It would appear that the house was in the Johnson family during
the early 19th century.

Prior to 1937, this farm included slightly more than 109 acres embracing
parts of the land grants, "Johnston's Lot," "Small Timber" and "Gordon's
Chance." Johnston's Lot which contained 172 acres was granted to John

Johnson in 1798-99. This tract was a resurvey on earlier patents including
"Small Timber" for 293 acres which was granted to John Rench 1in 1765;
"Strawberry Bottom" granted to Richard Mucklefish in 1760 for 51 acres;

and "Lambert's Strife" containing 25 acres which was granted to John
Lambert in 1760.

On June 10, 1796, the heirs of John Rentch sold to John Johnson 293 acres
of "Small Timber" and 180 acres of "Strawberry Bottom" for B2000. (Deed
Liber I, Folio 885). It would appear that portions of this land were
resurveyed into a tract, "Johnston's Lot." 1In 1827, the real estate

of John Johnson, deceased was sold to Margaret Johnson and Sarah Simpson.
The property was sold out of the Johnson family in 1837 (Deed Liber SS,
Folio 754). 1It would seem likely that the house was built during the
John Johnson's Ownership.
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