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WA-1-188 19th Century
Martin Farm

Leitersburg Vicinity
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The area of significance of this farm complex
is its architecture. Constructed of brick and stone,
the house appears to reflect three periods of building
all of which seem to have occured during the 19th cen-
tury.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm complex is located on the east side of the Leitersburg-State
Line Road between Strite and Miller's Church Roads in Washington County,
Maryland. It is situated on an area of gently sloping ground and faces
southwest.

The dwelling appears to have been built in three stages. Set parallel

to the road is a two part brick structure divided by a vertical seam in
the masonry. The section southeast of the seam is a two story, three
bay brick structure above fieldstone foundations. Its front elevation
displays Flemish bond brickwork. Northwest of the seam is an addition,
also §6‘br1ck construction, two stories high and four bays in length.
It displays common bonding at all of its elevations with, generally, seven
courses of headers between stretcher rows. Extending to the rear of the
southeast section is a two story, two bay ell of roughly coursed local
limestone. No decorative work is associated with the masonry in this
structure. Both of the brick sections have flat arches over window and
door openings. While windows and doors are aligned with each other, they
are not spaced symmetrically in the walls,

Windows in the southeast section have nine over six pane double hung sashes
at the lower level and six over six sashes at the upper story, all held
within narrow frames. Other sections of the house have six over six or
two over two pane sashes. Window frames in the stone section are wide.

Doors are located in the second, third and sixth bays of the front eleva-
tion. The three doors appear to be treated similarly and have transoms

at their tops. A one story hipped roof porch extends across the five cen-
tral bays sheltering the entrances.

The roof is covered with asphalt shingles and extends beyond the end walls
of the house. A simple course of molding finishes the eaves boxing. Brick
chimneys are located inside the gable ends and at the jointure of the two
brick sections.

A large frame bank barn and other more modern agricultural structures are
located northeast of the house. The buildings are in excellent condition
and are situated on a farm containing 160 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of the farm complex is its architecture.
Constructed of brick and stone, the house appears to reflect three
periods of building all of which seem to have occured during the
19th century. Building techniques used range from the rubble or
roughly coursed stone work in the ell to Flemish bond brick masonry
with nine over six windows in the older brick section, to all common
bonding with numerous courses of stretchers between header rows which
is characteristic of work in the late 19th century.

The property, part of the grants, "Dry Spring® and '"Rich Barrens"
was in the Strite and Wolfinger families for much of its history.
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