ABSTRACT

WA-1I-172 late 18th century
mid 19th century

Gabby House

Leitersburg Vicinity

private

This two part house consists of a central chimney
wooden structure sheathed with German siding to which has
been added a two story masonry section probably dating
from the mid 19th century. The wooden section is said to
have been built by John Gabby, an early Scotch-Irish settler,
prior to the Revolution. John Gabby's son Joseph who held the
farm from 1806 to 1856 was a prominent citizen of Washington
County, serving as a member of the Governor's Council and the
House Of Delegates as well as the County Levy Court,
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This house is located at the end of a long private lane leading north-
eastwardly from the Leitersburg-State Line Road, just east of the Antietam
Creek, north of Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland. It stands on
a rise of ground above the Antietam Creek and faces south.

This two part dwelling consists of a two story, three bay stone and brick
section which is attached to a two story, four bay weatherboarded struc-
ture. The masonry section is covered with a layer of rough cast or stucco
which has been incised with perpendicular lines to resemble cut blocks.
The German siding or weatherboarding of the wooden section would appear to
conceal log construction. Both sections are set on low fieldstone founda-
tions.

Openings in the masonry section appear to have been spaced evenly in the

front elevation. The window sashes are held within narrow rounded frames
to which are attached pairs of four panel shutters at the first story and
louvered shutters at the second story level.

The main entrance in the masonry section is elaborate for a rural Washing-
ton County house. It consists of a broad seven light transom and side
lights held within a narrow frame. Flanking the door are oval reeded
attached columns. Evidence is present of a one story entrance porch. A
second entrance is present in the rear or north elevation opposite the
front entrance. It is quite plain and does not include a transom.

Openings in the wooden section are much smaller in size than those in the
masonry structure. Six over six pane double hung sashes are held within
frames which appear to have been altered when weather boarding was applied
to the structure. The main entrance to the wooden section is located in
the third bay from its west end. The entranceway consists of a simple
door frame without a transom. A second entrance is located in the eastern
bay of the rear or north elevation.

A double porch included under the main roof span extends along the front
elevation of the wooden section. It is supported by chamfered square
posts.

Both the wooden and masonry structures are roofed with sheet metal. A
stepped effect has been achieved at the east gable of the masonry section
with the addition of brick finishing at the ends of the eaves. Double
chimneys of brick are located inside the west gable end. A flue of brick
extends from the interior of the wooden section, near its center. The
eaves of both sections are finished with simple boxing.

The masonry portion of the structure is in deteriorated condition while
the wooden section appears to be in good condition. Near the dwelling
is a large barn and other buildings related to agricultural use. The
property contains 103.725 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is primarily significant for its architecture. It is also im-
portant for ite association with the Gabby family, prominent early resi-
dents of Washington County who apparently built both portions of the house.

Built in sections, this house represents two distinet periods in Washing-
ton County's architectural history. The wooden section, presumably of log
construction, appears to be the earlier of the two. Constructed with a
central flue it represents an 18th century form of vernacular architecture.
Loge were used extensively for early buildings in Washington County, being
the primary building material from the earliest days of settlement until
about 1800. TUnfortunately, the weatherboarding conceals the original
construction of this house. 1Ites interinr was not examined.

According to Herbert C. Bell in his History Of Leitersburg District, this
portion of the house was built by John Gabby prinr to the Revolution. 1In
1769 John Gabby purchased from Peter Good 166 acres of the "Resurvey On

The masonry section of the structure would appear to date from the mid 19th|
century. To an extent it shows influence of the Greek Revival Stvle in
Washington County's rural domestiec architecture.

In 1795 John Cabby divided his plantation in Washington County, selling it
to two of his sons, John and William. John Gabby Jr. received the portion
of his father's land on which the improvements were situated. When John
Gabby Jr. died in 1806, the farm he had purchased from his father in 1795
passed to his younger brother .Joseph. Joseph Gabby resided on the property
until his death in 1856. He operated a distillery along with the farm.
Joseph Gabby was apparently an influential member of the community serving
as a member of the Governor's Council, the House Of Delegates and the
County Levy Court .2

The Gabby family, of Scotch-TIrish descent, apparently came to Washington

County from Pennsylvania.

1 Herbert C. Bell, History Of Leitersburg District.
Leitersburg, Md: the author (1908) p. 53, p. 216.

2 1hid.

Well Taucht' and "Perry's Retirement".l Me later acquived additional lands|.
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Page I
WA-I-172 DEED RECORDS

=iber PFolio
359/554 July 25, 1960
Grantor: Carrie L. Snurr
Grantee: Gorman A. Snurr
"Perry's Retirement," "™Martins Fancy," "Burket's Lot, '"Resurvey
On Well Taught." 103 acres, 2 roods, 36 perches.

Liber Polio
238/57 September 28, 1946
Grantors. A. May Holtzman & C. Bovd Holtzman, et al
Grantees: James W. Snurr & Carrie L. Snurr
Parcel # 1

Liber Folio
206/98 February 12, 1938
Grantors: Evelyn M, Wachter
Grantees: A. May Holtzman & C. Boyd Holtzman, M. Edna Toms & Austin W.
Toms

Liber Polio
206/98 February 12, 1938
Grantor: A. May Holtzman, et al
Grantee: Evelyn M. Wachter

Liber Polio
192/492 . January 7, 1933
7 Grantor: Otis Smith
Grantees: A. May Holtzman & M, Edna Toms

Liber PFolio
155/674 October 1, 1919
Grantors: Hiram D. Middlekauff & Lavanda H. Middlekauff
Grantee: Annie B. Smith
$6965.62 B $6000.00 Mortgage

Liber Polio
90/378 April 5, 1887
Grantor: Peter Middlekauff
Grantee: Hiram D, Middlekauff
$8,816.62

Liber Folio
IN18/354 March 4, 1865
Grantor: Wm. Motter, Trustee of Leander McRee, deceased
Grantee: Peter Middlekauff
Property from the estate of Joseph Gabby, deceased.
159% acres.

Liber Polio
IN19/398 April 4, 1866
Grantors: Jacob Miller & Catherine Miller
Grantee: Peter Middlekauff
"™Martin's Faney" 96a. 18p.
.+« being part of the same tract conveyed by the heirs of
Christian Kreider to Jacob E. Miller, June 2, 1856,

(Continued)
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Alber Folio

I/186 April 8, 1795
Grantor: John Gabby, Sr.
Grantee: John Gabby, Jr.
E 500 "Resurvey On Well Taught " "™Marting Fancy,'" "Rich Barrens", 66 a,
"Exchange" 3% acres
"Perry's Retirement" 43% acres
"™artin's Fancy" 2% acres

"Resurvey On Well Taught" 10 acres.
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