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This house is located about 1/4 mile south of Beard's Church Road, appro-
ximately 1/2 mile east of Beck Road. It is situated near a small stream
with its facade facing east.

The structure is a three-bay, two-story brick dwelling with an el of log
and brick extending to the rear. It is painted yellow with light green
trim. The log portion of the house which includes the westernmost three
bays of the el, is covered with wooden siding. The walls of the brick
sections are laid in common bond. The house is set on low stone founda-
tions. A vertical seam is present in the brick work at the point where
the el joins the front section of the building, providing evidence of two
periods of building in brick.

Windows of the facade are spaced regularly in the wall. They contain
six-over-six light sashes, set in a plain architrave. Facade windows are
flanked by louvered shutters. Other windows contain two-over-—two pane
sashes with Victorian period trim. :

The main entrance is located in the south end bay of the facade. It is
quite plain with a narrow transom above the door. Other doors are located
in the el, and are trimmed with a minimum of decorative woodwork.

Decorative work is present at the cornice of the facade which consists of
large projecting blocks. The roof of corrugated sheet metal extends be-
yond the house wall several inches at the gables. An inside end chimney
of bricks is located at the north gable of the facade. A second chimmey
is located inside the west gable end of the el. A small belfrey is present
along the center of the roof ridge at the juncture of the log and brick
sections. A three-bay entrance porch with a hipped roof and Victorian trim
extends along the facade. The south door of the log section is protected
by a shed roof porch. Porches are also present on the north side of the
el.

The house is in good condition and is not at present in danger of des-
truction.

Several other old buildings which could predate the main house are loca-
ted nearby. A small 1-1/2 story stone cabin, two bays in width is situated
just west of the house. Its original use has not been determined, although
it could have served as a dwelling. Adjacent to the main house stands a
one-story, two-bay log structure which has been covered with siding. Plain
Victorian trim faces the door and windows. A large fireplace is located
at the north gable end of the building. The interior is divided into two
rooms. Just north of the main building is a small board and batten struc-
ture set on high stone foundations. It houses a bake oven which is in good
condition. A cemetery plot is located east of the right angle turn in the
private road leading from Beard's Church Road to the buildings. The pro-
perty contains 96,33 acres.
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STATEMENT DF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this building is its architecture. The
main house and the surrounding old buildings represent various aspects
of Washington County's architectural and social history.

The log building tradition was very strong in Washington County,
with structures dating from the first half of the 18th century to
late in the 19th century. Stone was also a popular building material
for Washington County's early vernacular building with brick being
used for slightly more formal buildings.

The merit of this complex of buildings lies in the presence of a
variety of types of structures reflecting the County's early building
needs.

The property is part of a grant of land called '"Scared from Home"
for 1,373 acres, patented to Nicholas Baird, February 7, 1760.1

1Thomas J. Scharf, History of Western Maryland, Baltimore: Regional
Publishing Co., 1967, p. 984.
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