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The site of the Mount Aetna iron furnace is located at the east end of
the village of Mount Aetna, along the Mount Aetna Road. Little physical
evidence of the furnace remains although numerous artifacts have been
unearthed, indicating the presence of the iron furnace.

The Mount Aetna Furnace appears to have been located along a small
stream, the Mount Aetna Creek. A few hundred feet south of the run is a
bluff against which the furnace stacks may have been located. Between
the stream and the bluff on the north side of Mount Aetna Road is a house
which was built in the mid 1950's. The owner of the house has a number
of cannon barrels and balls and various other iron objects which were
extracted when the house was excavated. The earth on which the house
stands is loose and ash-~-like .suggesting the location of a waste heap from
the furnace.

Most sources agree that the Mount Aetna Furnace was functioning prior
to the Revolution and that it furnished cannon and ammunition for George
Washington's army. Thomas J. Scharf, in his History of Western Maryland,
identifies Mount Aetna as the second of four furnaces built by the Hughes
family in Washington County, Maryland, and Franklin County, Pennsylvania.
A paper prepared for the Maryland Bicentennial Commission by Michael Rob-

lists Mount Aetna Furnace among several in Maryland which were in opera-
tion prior to the Revolution. 2 However, a publication of 1911, The Irom
Ores of Maryland, written for the Marglaud Geological Survey places the

date for Mount Aetna Furnace at 1809.

Although no surface ruins are visible, the artifacts extracted from the
ground do mark the location of Mount Aetna Furnace. The exact boundaries
of the site are not known at this time. The relics were found on the
Shafer property which contains 1.1 acres. Other portions of Furnace land
may now be the property of David G. and Mary G. Negley.

IThomas J. Scharf, History of Western Maryland, Baltimore: Regional
Publishing Co.,..1968, p. :1812.

2Michael W. Robbins, "Maryland's Iron Industry During the Revolutionary
War Era," prepared for the Maryland Bicentennial Commission-June, 1973,
p. 10.

3Joseph T. S1ngewa1d Jr., Report on the Iron Ores of Maryland, Mary-
land Geological and Economic Survey, Baltlmore. Johns Hopkins University

.- Press, December, 1911, p. 143. ' -

bins, entitled "Maryland's Iron Industry During the Revolutionary War Era,'
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The importance of Mount Aetna Furnace lies in its contribution to
industry in the colonies and early republic as well as its role in
providing weaponry to the American army during the Revolution and
probably also during the War of 1812.

The furnace was built and run by the Hughes family who were major
suppliers of arms to the Revolutionary army. According to the Robbins'
report, the Hughes operation which consisted of several furnaces and
forges was the largest military iron producing facility in Maryland.
The Hughes' owned a large tract of land called Mount Aetna which con-
tained 4,482 acres and was resurveyed on November 30, 1787.2 No date
has been found for the original patent of the tract.

Samuel and Daniel Hughes, who were instrumental in supplying Washing-
ton's army with weapons, were the sons of Barnabas Hughes who emigrated
from Ireland in 1750 and settled near Lancaster, Pa. After moving to
Baltimore, Barnabas relocated in western Maryland where he began a pros-
perous iron business. He built Mount Aetna and other furnaces near
the Black Rocks above the Beaver Creek.3 He died in 1780. It remained
in the Hughes family until 1827 when it was purchased by John Horine.
The association of the Hughes brothers with the American War for Inde-
pendence attaches additional historical importance to the Furnace.

Although little remains to verify its existence, the Mount Aetna.
Furnace site should be marked to commemorate its role in the important
" early--American. iron industry and its military significance in-the -
American Revolution. The site is definitely worthy of further research
and examination. . -

T . . .
Michael W. Robbins, '"Maryland's Iron Industry During the Revolutionary
War Era," prepared for the Maryland Bicentennial Commission, June, 1973,

p. 64.

2Thomas J. Scharf, History of Western Maryland, Baltimore: Regional
Publishing Co., 1968, p. 983.

31bid., p. 1011.
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_Publishing Cg., 1968.

Singewald, Joseph T., Jr., The Iron Ores of Maryland, Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1911.

Williams, Thomas J. C., History of Washington County, Md., Hagerstown:

Mail Publishing Co., 1906.
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Liber 314, Folio 446, August 30, 1956
Grantors: David G. Negley and Mary G. Negley
Grantees: Carl W. Shafer and Velma M. Shafer

1.1 acres

Liber 275, Folio 188, May 1, 1953
Grantors: Harry I. English and Emma P. English
Grantees: David G. Negley and Mary G. Negley
315 acres, parcel #1

. Liber 256, Folio 175, March 31, 1950
Grantors: John H. Marshall and Halsie L. Marshall
Grantees: Harry I. English and Emma P. English
The property is described as part of a tract called "The Resurvey of Adventure,"
part of "The Resurvey of Discontent" and part of "Walling's Luck," all lying conti-
guous, 399-3/4 acres, Parcel #1.

Liber 227, Folio 419, September 13, 1944

Grantor: Mary B. Towson, widow

Grantees: John H. Marshall and Halsie L. Marshall
$4,938.04 and unpaid mortgages $12,561.96, 399-3/4 acres

7 ber 220, Filio 439, May 16, 1939
Grantor: Arthur L. Towson and Julie P. Towson

Grantees: Mary B. Towson and Robert F. Towson
399-3/4 acres

Liber 177, Folio 577, July 12, 1927

Grantor: Emily W. Towson, unmarried

Crantees: Robert F. Towson and Mary B. Towson
Parcel #3. The property is described as being known and designated as Parcel #2 on
the plat of the real estate of John Horine, deceased, and part of the tracts "Resur—
vey on Adventure," "Resurvey on Discontent," "Walling's Luck," 399-3/4 ecres (an
undivided half interest).

Liber 177, Folio 576, July 12, 1927
Grantor: Robert F. Towson and Mary B. Towson
Grantee: Emily W. Towson

(an undivided half interest), parcel 3, 399-3/4 acres

Liber 173, Folio 200, October 21, 1925

Grantors: Arthur L. Towson and Julia P. Towson

Grantees: Robert F. Towson
$2,000, 399-3/4 acres. The deed describes property in which Arthur L. Towson
acquired the undivided 1/3 interest of William P. Towson by deed from Robert F.
Towson, executor, October 28, 1919 (Liber 156, Folio 99). It is also the same
property in which Robert F. Towson acquired the undivided 1/3 of George P. Spessard,

7" Nrch 15, 1920 (Liber 157, Folio 232).
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Liber 137, Folio 683, December 19, 1911 *
Grantorss J. Clarence Lane, Henry H. Keedy, Jr. and William Kealfider,
o trustees
Grantees: Arthur L. Towson, George P. Spessard, William P. Towson
$17,249.22. The property was directed to be sold in the Case of Charles S.
Lane vs. Charles B. Boyle.

Liber I.I., Folio 255, March 10, 1827

Grantors: William Price & Franklin Anderson trustees for Robert Hughes

and Walter Boyd

Grantee: John Horine
$10,000, 1,100 acres. The property is described as all that part of a tract
of land called "Mount Aetna" granted to Daniel Hughes and Samuel Hughes, part
of a tract called "The Resurvey on the Adventure," granted to James Walling, Jr.;
part of a tract ''The Resurvey on Discontent," granted to Matthew Clark, and
part of a tract called "Walling's Luck" granted to Delashmut Walling, all
“-lying contiguous to each other. ' '

Liber DD, Folio 484, Deed of Trust, March 13, 1819

Grantor: John H. Hughes

Grantees: Robert Hughes and Walter Boyd
This deed is for all the property known as Mount Aetna estate conveyed for the
purpose of '"carrying on the iron business there at as by the name and description
of the Mount Aetna Furnace ... carried on and conducted for the joint use and ™y
advantage of them the said Samuel Hughes, Jr., Daniel Hughes, Sr., and John H.
Hughes. " '
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