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WA-1-003 19th Century
Gogsard Mill Site

Fairview Vicinity

public-private

The Fairview or Gossard Mill Site is where
a large gambrel roofed frame grist mill once stood.
The mill was demolished in the 1960's., A brick
farmhouse still stands near the mill site and pre-
sumably was part of the complex as was a small frame
bank barn located near the housge.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fairview or Gossard Mill Site is located partially under the bed of Gossard Mill Road
about one and a half miles southeast of Fairview between Hagerstowm and Clear Spring in
Washington County, Maryland. The mill was located at the south bank of Rockdale Run and
stood with its end wall facing west toward the road, which until recent years skirted the
mill.

According to an artist's drawing of the building which was torn down prior to realignment
of the road during the 1960's, the grist mill was a large frame structure, three bays wide
and five long with a gambrel roof. It had fieldstone foundations which were a full story
in height toward the rear of the building. Little visible evidence of the mill remains.
According to a local historian the mill had a metal turbine wheel at the time it was dis-
manteled.

Just southeast of the mill site on the opposite side of Gossard Mill Road is a large two
story L-shaped brick house. Across the road from the house is a small frame bank barn.
Gossard Mill Road until recently was carried over Rockdale Run by a small steel truss bridge
built in 1897. The bridge gave way under a loaded gravel truck in 1975, and has since be=»
replaced.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fairview or Gossard Mill Site is where a large Gambrel roofed frame grist mill once stood.

The mill was demolgihed in the 1960's.

A brick farmhouse still stands near the mill site and

presumably was part of the complex as was a small frame bank barn located near the house.

An 1808 Map of Washington County depicts a mill on Rockdale Run near the site of Gossard Mill,
but is it shown on the opposite side of present Gossard Mill Road from the site of the mill
which is known to have existed into the 1960's.
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Varle', Charles, Map of Frederick and Washington Counties, 1808.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY Less than 5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LSt ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE T . ' ‘ < COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey July 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATYE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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