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ABSTRACT

Wareham Office Building circa 1927
138-140 West Washington Street
Hagerstown

Washington County

A Renaissance Revival style facéded commercial structure,
the Wareham Office Building was erected about 1927 for Edward A.
Wareham (1858-1938), a Hagerstown physician who purchased the
property in March, 1927. The structure is four stories high and
has a smooth, rusticated first floor facade and brick walls with
stone quoins on the upper stories. The name Wareham and the
monogram "W" is worked into the frieze and roof balustrade along
the cornice. The facade (south side) was designed to blend
sympathetically with the front of the neighboring building to the
east, 132-136 West Washington Street. The neighboring facade is
also Renaissance Revival in style and was built for Dr. Wareham about

1906.
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Wareham Office Building

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

138-140 West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown

STATE

Maryland

COUNTY:

Washington

CATEGORY STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
] District ] Building |[J Public Public Acquisition: K1 Occupiad Yes:
[ Site 3 Structure |(X Privote ] In Process ] Unoccupied [ Resm:‘tod
{7 Object {1 Both [C] Being Considered [] Preservation work ] Unrestricted

in progress

R No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

3 Agriculturol
Commerciol
[ Educotional
[C] Entertainment

O Government
[ Industriol
O Military

1 Museum

[ Pork

[C] Privote Residence
{7 Religious

{7 Scientific

{Z] Tronsportation
{C1 Other (Specity)

{1 Comments

Edward W. Cochran

STREET AND NUMBER:

140 West Washington Street

CITY OCR TOWN:

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEED

STATE:

Maryland

Washington County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

95 West Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Hagerstown

STATE

Maryland

itle Reference

f Curr

DATE OF SURVEY:

] Federol

[] Stote 1 County [ ]

Locol

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

PS - 708




(Check One)
{1 Excellent Xl Good [} Fair {1 Deteriorated [] Ruins [J -Unexposad

CONDITION (Check One) : (Check One)

1 Altered X} Uncltered [J Moved |92 OrlgmaISnn

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wareham Office Building is Tocated at 138-140 West Washington
Street in Hagerstown, Washington County, and stands on the north side of
the street near the center of the b1ock formed by Jonathan and Prospect
Streets.

The building is a circa 1927, four stories high brick commercial
structure which sits tight to the sidewalk and the neighboring building
to the east but is free standing on the west side along the neighboring
property. The structure, which is quite a.large commercial building
extending back some distance, has a Renaissance Revival style influenced
facade (south side) with a smooth, rusticated first floor and brick
walls with stone quoins dividing the space into three sections on the
upper stories. The facade is terminated with a molded cornice and a
closed roof balustrade with a curvilinear center section. The center
section of the roof balustrade has a segmental arch panel with the name
"Wareham" in low leaf letters. The freize under the cornice is decorated
with plain masonry panels and four medallions with the letter "W"
inscribed on each. Several of the masonry blocks of the quoins are
flaking or chipping away along their tops.

" The upper stories windows of the facade are arranged in groups of
two and three and have double-hung, wooden sashes with one-over-one
lights and masonry lintels and sills. The street or first floor level
of the facade has three large windows with 1arge, frosted glass transoms.
Entry to the upper stories of the interior is gained through a recessed
doorway located near the middle of the facade.

The facade (south side) is basically original. The west store
window on the first floor has had aluminium framing added to it in recent
years but this framing was installed within the original opening and
could easily be altered, if only through painting, to match the original
windows to the east. The bu11d1ng appears to be structura]]y sound
although some deterioration is evident on the quoining of the upper
levels of the facade.
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PERIOD (Check One ar Mora as Appropr

[J Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [ 18th Century XJ 20th Century
[] 15th Century {3 17th Century O 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) C'ir‘ca ]_927
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 3 Education ] Political {0 Urban Plonning
[ Prehistaric {1 Engineering 7] Religion/Phi- {71 Other (Specify)
] Histaric {7 industry lasophy
] Agriculture 1 Invention ] Science
X] Architecture {J Landscape {3 Sculpture
O An Architecture {3 Saciel/Human-
Cammerce 3 Literature itarion
{J Cammunicatians [ Milirary {3 Theoter
[ Conservatian J Music {3 Transportatian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A Renaissance Revival style facaded commercial structure, the
Wareham Office Building was erected about 1927 for Edward A. Wareham
(1858-1938), a Hagerstown physician who purchased the property in
March, 1927 (Deed Book 176, p. 685). The structure is four stories
high and has a smooth, rusticated first floor facade and brick walls
with stone quoins on the upper stories. The name Wareham and the
monogram "W" is worked into the frieze and roof balustrade along the
cornice. The facade (south side) was designed to blend sympathetically
with the front of the neighboring building to the east, 132-136 West
Washington Street. The neighboring facade is also Renaissance Revival
in style and was built for Dr. Wareham about 1906.
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Washington County Land Records, Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.

Williams, Thomas J. C. A History of Washington County, Maryland, 2 Vols.

Hagerstown, Maryland: John M. Runk and L. R. Titsworth, 1906.
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CEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT ©F A PROPERTY
_{R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

EAcreage Justification:
1

The property measures approximately 61'6" x 240°.

NAME AND TITLE:

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Preservation Consultant (mbe)_
ORGANIZATION OATE . )

City of Hagerstown May 14, 1976
STREET ANC NUMBER:

City Hall
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Hagerstown Maryland

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [] Local {J

Signature
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SITE: Wareham Office Building
138-140 West Washington Street
Hagerstown
Washington County, Maryland

map: Ci f Hagerstown
Washington County, Md.
City Engineering Dept.
£ : July, 1970
scale 1'"=1200'
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Wareham Offsce Bouslding

J3Z- 19 West l/r/ev-s/uﬂjhw SHreet
He aevsFown

VV&A/\:hjfzr) Lo. , f-'fa:w\/layzof
Seoth efeyvation

r%{jud, 1975

RONALD L. ANDREWS




