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Locust Grove, Peachblossom Creek, is located on Bailey's Neck
south of Easton. It is presently a three part frame house which
has been partially remodeled to simulate a "Colonial Mansion."

The middle section of the dwelling is five bays long and twc and one-
half storys tall. On the east is a one and one-half story section
which is original to the dwelling. A larger one and one-half story
wing is built onto the west end.

The building has a 20th century pedimented portico which is
obviously a tacked-on piece. The central architrave around the door
has about as much architectural sophistication. The remainder of
this facade has regular 2/2 sash windows and louvered shutters.

The building is sheathed with plain weatherboard and the steep
'A'roof, which has an overhanging eave, has two chimneys rising from
the center of the building. On the second story above the entrance
are a pair of windows, probably a later introduction for bath add-
itions.

The opposite side of the house is similar although the portico
which extends across its entire facade lacks the pediment and has
instead a balustrade. Three dormers pierce the roof. This side is
far more successful than the approach facade.

Inside, the house retains the original plan except that the
two west parlors have been opened into one huge space with a
remainder of the partition. Opposite the aforesaid room is a large
dining room on the south and a fine stair on the north. The major-
ity of the interior retains its original trim which consists of
four panel doors, bold trim, plaster cornices and the stair, all of
which appear to date from the third quarter of the 19th century.
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Architecturally, Locust Grove is important for its profusion
of original interior detail. Its exterior is an abomination and the
portico and architrave should be pulled off to reveal the original
walls. Care should be taken, however, to secure a good early
photo of the building for it undoubtedly had a fine verandah which
would be more in keeping with the proportions of the building than
the present portico.

The building was occupied in 1877 by F.H. Johnston (see Atlas).
It was still in his family in 1910.
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