
Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Inventory No. S-381 

EASEMENT 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Princess Anne Police Station and Jail 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 11780 Beckford Avenue not for publication 

city, town Princess Anne vicinity 

county Somerset 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name President and Commissioners of Princess Anne, Maryland 

street and number 30489 Broad Street telephone (410)651-1818 

city, town Princess Anne state Maryland zip code 21853-1211 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 368 folio 481 

city, town tax map 202 tax parcel 132 tax ID number 01012746 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

_X Other: MHT Preservation Easement Propertv 

6. Classification 

Category 
district 

X buildina(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
X public 

private 
both 

Current Function 
agriculture 
commerce/trade 

Resource Count 

_defense 
_domestic 
_edu cation 
Junerary 
_government 
_health care 
Jndustry 

landscape 
_X recreation/culture 

religion 
social 
transportation 
work in progress 
unknown 
vacant/not in use 
other: 

Contributing 
1 

Noncontributing 
buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 2 of 26 

Site Plan 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 



S-381 
The Grey Eagle (Princess Anne Police Station and Jail, Somerset County Jail) ' 
11780 Beckford Avenue, Princess Anne 
Lake, Griffing & Stevenson (1877) Atlas of Wicomico, Worcester, & Somerset Counties, Maryland. 
Princess Anne detail 
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The Grey Eagle (Princess Anne Police Station and Jail, Somerset County Jail) 
11780 Beckford Avenue, Princess Anne 
Sanborn Maps 



S-381 
The Grey Eagle (Princess Anne Police Station and Jail, Somerset County Jail) 
11780 Beckford Avenue, Princess Anne 
Princess Anne quad 1972 

Tax Map 202, p. 132 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 



tTincess Anne Police Station and Jail 
DOE & Cond. Secur, Agmt. (FT 2003 & FV 2004) 
MSP/mhd(03082004) 

Pages S-381 

EXHIBIT A 
SCHEDULE 

Princess Anne Police Station and Jail 
11780 Beckford Avenue 

Princess Anne, Somerset County, MD 21853 

PAGE 1 OF 26 Schedule 
PAGE 2 OF 26 Site plan 
PAGE 3 OF 26 Front (east) elevation of original jail looking southwest. (1-1) 
PAGE 4 OF 26 Front (east) elevation of original jail looking west. (1-3) 
PAGE 5 OF 26 General view of original jail looking northwest. (1-4) 
PAGE 6 OF 26 South elevation of original jail. (1-4) 
PAGE 7 OF 26 General view of jail looking east with original jail to the right and the addition to the left. (1-8) 
PAGE 8 OF 26 Detail view of typical steel six-over-six replacement sash. (1-14) 
PAGE 9 OF 26 Aluminum avraing window (typical for closed-down window openings). (1-18) 
PAGE 10 OF 26 Detail of view of blocked-in sht window on rear (west) elevation. (1-15) 
PAGE 11 OF 26 Wooden retaining wall along the south elevation of the original jail. (1-6) 
PAGE 12 OF 26 First floor center hall of original jail looking toward the rear.(2-8) 
PAGE 13 OF 26 First floor center hall of original jail looking toward the front. (2-9) 
PAGE 14 OF 26 Northeast room of the first floor of the original jail showing original mantle. (2-3) 
TAGE 15 OF 26 Northwest room of the first floor of the original jail looking northeast. (2-1) 
PAGE 16 OF 26 Southeast room of the first floor of the original jail, looking southwest, showing original chimney 

breast afl:er removal of modem finishes. (2-4) 
PAGE 17 OF 26 Underside of "fireproof second floor structure that was installed in the early 20* century after 
PAGE 18 OF 26 much of the building was gutted by fire. (2-6) 

Southeast room of the second floor of the original jail looking southwest. (2-14) 
PAGE 19 OF 26 Steel door into the back room of the second floor of the original jail. (2-15) 
PAGE 20 OF 26 Window opening at the second floor of the west end of the north wall of the original jail with the 

window removed. The stone sill and lintel are visible as is the interior wood lintel. (2-16) 
PAGE 21 OF 26 General view of the rear room of the second floor of the original j ail looking northeast. (2-19) 
PAGE 22 OF 26 View, looking east, of the second floor of the center hall of the original jail. (2-21) 
PAGE 23 OF 26 Contact sheet prints - Roll One 
PAGE 24 OF 26 Contact sheet prints - Roll Two 
PAGE 25 OF 26 Identification of contact sheet prints - Roll One 
PAGE 26 OF 26 Identification of contact sheet prints - Roll Two 

PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE, SOMERSET COUNTY 

BASEMENT EXHIBrr NO. A, Page 8 of 26 

Schedule 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 3 of 26 

Front (east) elevation of original jail looking 
southwest. 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 

PRINCESS ANNE 

Front east elevation of original jail looking west. 

PREPARED BY: RDS 
JULY 2003 

MARYLAND HISTORICALTRUST 
EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A., Page 4 of 26 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 5 of 26 

General view of original jail looking northwest. 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 



S-381 

South elevation of original jail. 

PREPARED BY: RDS 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

E A S E M E N T EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 6 of 26 
JULY 2003 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 7 of 26 

General view of jail looking east with original jail to 
the right and the addition to the left. 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 8 of 26 

Detail view of typical steel six-over-six replacement sash. 

PREPARED BY: RDS 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

JULY 2003 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 9 of 26 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR 

Aluminum awning window (typical for closed-down 
window openings). 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 10 of 26 

Detail of view of blocked-in slit window on rear (west) 
elevation. 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

.EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 16 of 26 

Southeast room of the first floor of the original jail, 
looking southwest, showing original chimney breast 
after removal of modem finishes. 
PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 17 of 26 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR 

Underside of "fireproof second floor structure that 
was installed in the early 20 century after much of the 
building was gutted by fire. 
PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 19 of 26 

Steel door into the back room of the second floor of 
the original jail. 

PREPARED BY: RDS JULY 2003 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 
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PRINCESS ANNE POLICE STATION AND JAIL 
PRINCESS ANNE 

EASEMENT EXHIBIT NO. A, Page 20 of 26 

Window opening at the second floor of the west end of the north 
wall of the original jail with the window removed. The stone sill 
and lintel are visible as is the interior wood lintel. 

PREPARED BY: RDS 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

JULY 2003 

SIGNED ORIGINAL ON FILE WITH THE M.H.T. 
GRANTOR GRANTEE 



Princess Anne Police Station and Jail 
DOE & Cond. Secur. Agint. (FY 2003 & FY 2004) 
MSP/nihd(03082004) 

S-381 

EXHIBIT B 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

Princess Anne Police Station and Jail 
11780 Beckford Avenue 

Princess Anne, Somerset County, MD 21853 

BEING THAT Property described in a deed from the County Commissioners of Somerset 
County, Maryland to the President and Commissioners of Princess Anne, Maryland, dated August 
6, 1987 and recorded in the Land Records of Somerset County in Liber 368, foUo 481 and 
described as: 

BEING ALL THAT LOT OR PARCEL of land situate in the West Princess Anne Election 
District of Somerset Coimty, Maryland and lying within the municipal corporate limits of the Town 
of Princess Anne known as the old Somerset County Jail property, beginning at a point ten feet 
north of the point where Manokin Street and Beckford Avenue intersect; thence. North 86 degrees, 
28 minutes, 15 seconds West a distance of 109.32 feet to a point; thence. North 07 degrees, 13 
minutes, 55 seconds West a distance of 208.43 feet to a point; thence, North 72 degrees, 01 
minutes, 05 seconds East a distance of 35 feet to a point; thence. North 11 degrees, 01 minutes, 28 
seconds West a distance of 16.79 feet to a point; thence. North 72 degrees, 01 minutes, 05 seconds 
East a distance of 52 feet to a point; thence, generally South, by and with Beckford Avenue, a 
distance of 232.54 feet to the place of beginning, and more particularly described in a plat prepared 
by Patrick J. Hannon, Surveyor, a recorded among the Land Records of Somerset County, 
Maryland in Plat Book No. 9, page 47B. 

BEING also that Property described in a Location Drawing for President & Commissioners 
of Princess Aime by John H. Plummer, Surveyor, of John H. Plummer and Assoc. Inc. dated June 
10, 2003 and recorded in the Land Records of Somerset County at Liber No. 559, FoUo 955. 



1987 

S-381 
Somerset County J a i l 
Princess Anne 
pr iva te 

1957-1858 

The Somerset County J a i l , once known as the "Grey Eagle," is the only load-

bearing stone walled s t ruc ture in the county. Probably imported from quarries at 

Port Deposit, Cecil County, the granite was laid in a semi-coursed manner 

and covered by a nvedium pitched hip roof. Specifications for the building were 

provided by William T. Marshall, who was paid $70 from the county treasury in 

1857. On June 14 of the same year the county commissioners awarded the 

construct ion contract to L i t t l e t on Harris for his $7000 proposal. On December 21 , 

1858 the commissioners authorized Joshua W. Phil ips to take care of the new j a i l . 

The f a c i l i t y has served the county for the l a s t one-hundred and twenty-eight 

y e a r s , and future plans for the building include renovation for town off ices . 



Casement 
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Siirvey No. S-381 

Magi No. 2003815501 

DOE yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic "The Grey Eagle" 

and/or common Somerset County Jail 

2. Location 
street & number North end of Church Street (N- Beckford Ave.?) not for publication 

city, town Princess Anne vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state 
Maryland county Somerset 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
^ building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
. public 

X private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
in process 
being considered 

Xnot applicable 

Status 
_JL occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

. private residence 
religious 

. scientific 

. transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g add 

....«<. Somerset Coun ty Commiss ioners name •' 

. o . P r i n c e W i l l i a m S t r e e t street & numtier 

city, 

5. 

town P i ^ i ^ cess Anne 3 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset C l e r k Of C o u r t 

street & numt>er Somerset County Cou r thouse 

city. 

6. 

title 

date 

town P r i n c e s s Anne 

t e l e p h 

z i p code 

Representation in Existing Historical 

Repository for survey records 

city, town 

federal _ 

r e s s e s 

one no 

Md. 

state 

o f a l l owne rs ) 

; 

2 1853 

l i b e r 

f o l i o 

Md. 21853 

Surveys 

state 

state 

county local 



7. Description Survey No. S-381 

Condition 
excellent 
good 

JLfaIr 

deteriorated 
. ruins 
.unexposed 

Check one Check one 
unaltered X original site 
altered moved date o f move ^5r 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Somerset County Jail description 

The Somerset County Jail (historically known as the Grey Eagle) stands at 
the north end of Church Street in Princess Anne, Somerset County, Maryland. 
The two-story hip roofed jail faces east with the hip roof oriented on a 
north/south axis. 

Built in 1857-1858, the semi-coursed granite jail has been sheathed with 
formed stone. The granite is exposed in a few places where the formed stone has 
chipped off, and the granite window sills remain uncovered. The medium pitched 
hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Piercing the roof is a pair of twin 
brick chimneys. Attached to the north end of the jail is an early twentieth 
century brick steathed frame addition. 

The east (main) elevation of the jail is a symmetrical three-bay facade with 
a center entrance and flanking barred windows. An early twentieth century stoop 
covers the jail entrance. Three barred windows mark the second floor. 

The south side of the jail has two barred windows on each floor, and a metal 
fire escape has been added to the west window of the second floor. 

The west (rear) facade is marked by a symmetrical arrangement of windows. 
Three smaller barred windows pierce the first floor, while three larger windows, 
differently spaced, light the second floor. 

The north end of the jail is covered by the early twentieth century brick 
sheathed frame addition. The story-and-a-half addition has a gabled stoop 
that covers the center entrance. Six-over-six sash windows flank the front door, 
and two six-over-six sash dormers light the attic level. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No, __ 
381 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

I1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_JL 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

^ architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 

. economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1857-58 Builder/Architect Littleton Harris, cont. 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B̂ Ĉ D̂ 

_A B̂ Ĉ D Ê F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Significance 

The Somerset County Jail is the only stone building in Somerset County. 

Granite, probably imported from Port Deposit in Cecil County, was employed in 

the construction of the mid nineteent(j(-century jail. Built in 1857-58, this jail 

was erected to replace the old jail which stood on the old courthouse property 

on Broad Street and Somerset Avenue. 



9. Major B ib l iograph ica l References Su rvey No. s _ 3 8 i 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name P r i n c e s s Anne 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A I I I I 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

_L J_ J—L I 
B 

Zone Easting Northing 

c L i J I I I I I I I I I I I I . I I 
E 

G 

_L 1 1 . . 1 

1 .1 . . 
_L X 

J L 

Zone Easting 

F • 

H 

_L _L 
Northing 

J__L 

X J—L 

_L _L 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title P a u l T o u a r t - A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization Somerset Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t date 6 - 2 4 - 8 6 

street & numljer ^^24 N. Somerset A v e . telephone 651-0077 

city or town P r i n c e s s Anne state Md. 2 1853 

0 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



S-3^1 

COMMISSIONER MINUTES 1856-1858 

F e b r u a r y 2 4 , 1857 

The Commiss ioners gave a d r a f t on t he c o l l e c t o r of 1856 in favor of W i l l i a m T, 
M a r s h a l l f o r t he sum of s e v e n t y d o l l a r s t o be p a i d o u t of the sum l e v i e d t o 
b u i l d a new j a i l i n S o m e r s e t C o u n t y — t h e same b e i n g a f u l l r e n u m e r a t i o n fo r 
t h e p l a n and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s of s a i d j a i l f u r n i s h e d by s a i d M a r s h a l l — a l l of 
wh ich a r e f i l e s i n t h i s o f f i c e . 

A p r i l 14 , 1857 

O r d e r e d t o p u b l i s h s p e c i f i c a t i o n s i n l o c a l and B a l t i m o r e p a p e r s . 

A p r i l 2 1 , 1857 , 

Ordered that A.M. Miles be hereby authorized with full power to purchase from 
Henry Newman for Somerset County a lot of ground and house on the west side 
of Princess Anne occupied by Mrs. Tabitha Dorey and daughter, where the said 
Commissioners anticipate building a new jail. 

May 26, 1857 -̂ ^ 

O r d e r e d t h a t the c l e r k g i v e n o t i c e t h a t the Commiss ioners would l e t o u t the 
c a p p i n g of t h e w a l l r e c e n t l y b u i l t of s t o n e on Tuesday n e x t t o the l o w e s t 
b i d d e r . 

The Commiss ioners t h i s day a g r e e d t o g ive James Benson the sum of t h i r t y 
d o l l a r s , p r o v i d e d he f i l l e d w i t h sand b o t h s i d e s of t he s i d e wa lk where the 
s t o n e w a l l has been r e c e n t l y b u i l t and p u t in such o r d e r a s t h e y deem 
n e c e s s a r y . 

June 2 , 1857 

The Commissioners granted to the Ladies of the Presbyterian Church in 
Princess Anne the priveledge (sic) of holding a Strawberry festival in the 
court house on Tuesday the 9th instant. 

June 14, 1857 : 

The Commiss ioners t h i s d a y made known t o L i t t l e t o n H a r r i s t h a t t h e y had 
a c c e p t e d h i s p r o p o s a l t o b u i l d t he j a i l f o r the sum of seven t h o u s a n d 
d o l l a r s , t h a t amount b e i n g t h e l o w e s t sum p r o p o s e d . 



S-381 

Commissioners Minutes 1856-1858 
Page 2 

August 10, 1858 

Captain Phoebus repor ted tha t he had l e t out the r e p a i r s to be made in the 
Court House to Seth D. Venables for the sum of one hundred and f o r t y - e i g h t 
d o l l a r s to be paid out of the levy of 1859. 

Entry concerning second coat of p l a s t e r . 

December 21 , 1858 

This day the Commissioners for Somerset County ordered and author ized 
Joshua W. P h i l i p s to take charge of the new j a i l l a t e l y b u i l t by L i t t l e t o n 
H a r r i s , C o n t r a c t o r . 
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S-381 
Somerset County Jail 
Princess Anne, MD Quadrangle, 1972 





Somerset County Jail S-381 
Princess Anne, Somerset Co., Md. 
Northeast Elevation 
5/86, Paul Touart, Photographer 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 





Somerset County Jail S- 381 
Southeast Elevation 
Documentary Photograph c. 1900-1910 
Photographer- Brown 
Collection of W. Marshall Scott 
Copied 1984 Paul Touart 
Neg/Md. Hist. Trust 





Somerset County Jail S-381 
Princess Anne, Somerset Co., Md. 
Southeast Elevation 
5/86, Paul Touart, Photographer 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 





Somerset County Jail S-381 
Princess Anne, Somerset Co., Md. 
West Elevation 
5/86, Paul Touart, Photographer 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 


