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S-379 
Metropolitan United Methodist Church 
Princess Anne 
public worship 

1886 

O r i g i n a l l y purchased as p a r t of the county cour t porperty in the 1740s, t h i s 

l o t was subsequent ly sold in the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h century when the cour thouse was 

moved to i t s p r e s e n t s i t e . The OoutSt l o t ; the church stands ea was the l o c a t i o n of 

the e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Somerset County j a i l . 

In search of a s i t e for a new church , the t r u s t e e s of John Wesley Methodis t 

Episcopal Church purchased t h i s l o t from Thomas Dixon on June 2,1884 for $400. 

Two years l a t e r the V ic to r i an Gothic Revival church was ready for s e r v i c e s . 

Facing Broad Street, the church i s c l e a r l y v i s i b l e from the cen te r of town with 

the church s p i r e being the second h i g h e s t in town. The o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r f a b r i c 

of the b u i l d i n g has remained e s s e n t i a l l y u n a l t e r e d with fading remnants of b l ack 

accen t s around the p r i n c i p a l window and door open ings . 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. S-379 

Magi No. 2003795608= 

DOE yes no 

1 . Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic John Wesley Metropol i tan U.M. Church 

and/or common Met ropol i t an Church 

2. Location 
street & number Broad S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town Pr ince s s Anne vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state M a r y l a n H county Somprspf 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 

^ object 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X not a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
worl< in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
Industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name Trus tees of John Wesley U.M. Church 

street & number Broad S t r e e t telephone no. 

city, town Princess Anne state and zip code MD 21853 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset Clerk of Court l i b e r 

street & number Somerset County Courthouse f o l i o 

city, town Pr incess Anne state MD 21853 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 

^ good ruins _?i_ altered moved date of move 
fair unexposed 

Survey No. S-379 

Prepa re both a summary paragraph and a gene ra l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s e lements as i t e x i s t s today. 

The M e t r o p o l i t a n United Methodist Church s tands on the nor th s ide of Broad 
S t r e e t and t h r e e doors e a s t of North Somerset Avenue in the nor the rn s e c t i o n of 
P r i n c e s s Anne, Somerset County, Maryland. Facing sou th , the p r i n c i p a l gable i s 
o r i e n t e d on a n o r t h / s o u t h a x i s . 

Dated by a marble da t e plaque to 1886, the common bond b r i c k church i s 
covered by a s t e e p l y p i t ched a spha l t sh ing le roof with extended eaves and exposed 
r a f t e r f e e t . Dominating the south e l e v a t i o n i s a t h r e e - l e v e l ent rance and b e l l 
tower . Attached to the e a s t s ide i s a n e l l - p l a n a d d i t i o n . 

The south (main) facade i s a symmetrical e l e v a t i o n of pressed s t r e t c h e r bond 
b r i c k . The p r o j e c t i n g tower i s trimmed on the outs ide corners with b r i c k b u t t r e s s e s 
topped by l imestone c a p s . The b u t t r e s s e s f lank the recessed Gothic a r ch , double 
door e n t r a n c e . Located above the t h r e e - p a n e l double doors i s a narrow transom 
and a pa in t ed Gothic d e s i g n . Framing the double doors i s a stepped b r i c k su r round , 
which i s in t u r n accented by a t h r e e - i n c h pa in ted band t h a t i s repeated around the 
ad jacen t l a n c e t windows. The second l e v e l of the tower i s marked by a recessed 
round co lo red g l a s s window a l s o accented with c i r c u l a r b lack band. The b e l l f r y i s 
framed by four b r i c k p i e r s , and the space between each p i e r i s trimmed with V i c t o r i a n 
t r i m . A turned b a l u s t e r r a i l i n g s t r e t c h e s between the corner p o s t s . Capping the 
tower i s a squat broach s p i r e capped with s l a t e s h i n g l e s . A c ross topps the 
s p i r e . Fixed in the s o u t h e a s t corner of the f ron t is marble date plaque in sc r ibed 
"Me t ropo l i t an M.E. Church 1886." 

To each s ide of the tower i s a s i n g l e l a n c e t window accented by pointed b r i c k 
a rches and the b lack band d e c o r a t i o n . In a d d i t i o n , a d iagona l s e t s o l d i e r b r i c k 
s t r i n g course s t r e t c h e s ac ross the church a t the b u t t r e s s head l e v e l . 

The west s i d e of the church i s d iv ided i n t o five bays by s i x b r i ck b u t t r e s s e s . 
The d i a g o n a l s o l d i e r b r i c k s t r i n g course con t inues around the west s i d e . Between 
each p a i r of b u t t r e s s e s i s a Gothic arched colored glass window topped by a 
po in ted b r i c k a r c h . 

The e a s t s i de of the church i s p a r t i a l l y covered by a je rk inhead roofed 
a d d i t i o n . Laid in n i n e - c o u r s e common bond, the add i t ion has a Gothic arched s ide 
e n t r a n c e in the south e l e v a t i o n and a p a i r of Gothic arched l ance t windows in the 
e a s t end . A b r i c k s tove s t a c k has been demolished. 

The no r th gable end of the main block i s marked by a shed roofed apse wi th 
Gothic arched windows and d o o r s . A s h o r t s tove s t ack p ro t rudes through the roof 
of the main church . 

The i n t e r i o r was not s e e n . 



8. Significance Survey No. S-379 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 
x_1800-1899 
_ 1 9 0 0 -

Areas of Significance—Clieck and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape archi tecture^L. religion 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

science 
sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1886 Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icab le C r i t e r i a : A B̂ Ĉ D̂ 
and/or 

Appl icab le Except ion: A B̂ Ĉ D̂ Ê F̂ G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : ^national s t a t e ^local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Original ly purchased as part of county court property in the 1740s, th is lot 
was subsequently sold in the early nineteenth century when the courthouse was moved 
to i t s present s i t e . The lot the church stands on is the reputed s i te of the 
eighteenth-century j a i l . 

In search of a s i t e for a new church, the t rus tees of John Wesley Methodist 
Episcopal Church purchased this lot from Thomas Dixon on June 2, 1884 for $400. ( ) . 
Four years l a t e r th**** Victorian sanctuary was complete. Today the church is a 

minent a rch i t ec tu ra l focus for th is northeast corner of Princess Anne. Facing 
ad S t ree t , the church is c lear ly v i s ib le from the center of town, and the church 

spire is the second highest . The or ig inal exter ior fabric of the building has 
survived largely untouched with fading remnants of black accents around the pr inc ipa l 
window and door openings. 

HISTORY 

The o r i g i n a l o rgan i za t i on of t h i s s o c i e t y cons i s t ed of Negro adherents who worshipped 
in the balcony of the S t . Andrew's Episcopal Church; in t h i s town dur ing the days of 
s l a v e r y , where they learned churchmanship. 

They org anized themselves in a s e p a r a t e church and erec ted a frame b u i l d i n g and 
named i t John Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church on the farm of Georgia Jones around 
the year of 1841. 

They worshipped there u n t i l 1860 and s t a r t e d searching for another p lace for both 
a church and a s c h o o l . They had to s e t t l e for a cemetery, a place they bought 
from Hampden Deshields which was loca ted qu i t e a d i s t a n c e from town. There they 
cons t ruc ted both a school and a church under the same name, John Wesley Methodist 
Episcopal Church, there they worshipped from C i v i l War Days (1861) u n t i l 1888. 

As the membership increased t h i s s t r u c t u r e became inadequate to meet the needs 
of the membership and community. According to the church minutes dated A p r i l 2 5 , 1884, 

charge conference gave the t r u s t e e s of John Wesley permiss ion to sea rch for a new 
. t ion for a l a r g e r e d i f i c e . 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. S-379 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Archi tectural Historian 

organization Somerset County Historical T rus t date 6 / 2 6 / 8 6 

street & number 424 N . Somerse t Avenue telephone 651-0077 

city or town P r i n c e s s Anne state MD 21853 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 ICA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Survey Number S-379 

HISTORY (cont inued) 

The t r u s t e e s then purchased land from Thomas Dixon on June 2 , 1884, for a 
sum of $400.00. The Rev. Joseph R. Waters was the p a s t o r a t tha t time and the 
t r u s t e e s were J . L . Dennis , Edward Dennis , David Cottman, Arnold Dennis , Will iam H. 
Hayman, J r . , Sandy Holding, Lazaurus Maddox, James P . Morris and Fredr ick Maddox. 
This land was once the s i t e of the old county j a i l and auct ion block where our 
fo reparen t s were s o l d . 

According to the minutes dated Apr i l 17, 1885, the conference au thor ized 
Rev. J .A. S c o t t , the p a s t o r and the t r u s t e e s to send to the Board of Church 
Extension for a form, to make an a p p l i c a t i o n to borrow money for the e r e c t i o n of 
the new church . 

The smal l membership had qu i t e a s t r u g g l e in the beginning t o make the annual 
payment. From the church minu tes . 







S-379 
Metropolitan Church (John Wesley Metropolitan U.M. Church) 
30518 Broad Street, Princess Anne 
(Formerly 33 E. Broad Street) 
Sanborn Maps 



S-379 
Metropolitan Church (John Wesley Metropolitan U.M. Church) 
30518 Broad Street, Princess Anne 
(Formerly 33 E. Broad Street) 
Princess Anne quad 1972 

Tax Map 202, P. 265A National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 



S-379 
John Wesley Metropolitan Church 
Princess Anne, MD Quadrangle, 1972 





Metropo l i t an Church S-379 
P r inces s Anne, Somerset Co . , Md. 
S teeple 
5/86, Paul Touart, Photographer 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 







Metropolitan Church S-379 
Princess Anne, Somerset Co., Md. 
Gothic Window Detail 
5/86, Paul Touart, Photographer 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 





Metropolitan Church S-379 
Princess Anne, Somerset Co., Md. 
Date Plaque 
5/86, Paul Touart, Photographer 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 


