S-140 €. 1860-1920
Rumbley

Near Upper Fairmount

Multiple owners

Small watermen's villages, similar to Rumbley, developed along the shore-
line of Tangier Sound and the Chesapeake Bay in an obvious need for modest
housing close to the water. The houses vary slightly between two-story and two
or three-bay frame structures which face the water. In several instances, water-—
men's work-sheds or shanties stand across from the dwelling and vividly reflect

the close attachment between the land and the bay.
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Maryland Historical Trust ’

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Rumbley

and/or common Rumbley Sqirvey District

2. Location

street & number End of Fairmount - Rumbley Road (MD 361) —__not for publicatlon

city, town Upper Fairmount X _ vicinity of congressional district |
state Maryland county Somerset
3. Classification
|

Category Ownership ' Status Present Use
—___district -X_ public _X_ occupied ____agriculture —___ museum
_x_ building(s) _*_ private _X unoccupied _X commercial —__ park
— structure — both __ work in progress _ educational X__ private residence
—___site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment ___religious

__ object —_inprocess X yes: restricted —___ government - scientific

— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted —industrial —__ transportation
X not applicable __ po ____ military ___ other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Various owners
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset Clerk of Court liber
street & number Somerset County Courthouse folio
city, town Princess Anne state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing #istorical surveys

title

date —federal ___ state ___ county ___ local

posltory for survey records

city, town state




7- Description Survey No. S-140

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaitered ___original site

_X good —__ruins _% aitered __ _moved date of move
__ fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Rumbley, situated on the neck of land between Teague and Goose Creek, is
another modest watermen's community with direct access to Tangier Sound. This
small village consists of two primary roads that split from the main Fairmount-
Rumbley Road which provides access over the Jericho Marshes. (Now Fairmount
Flatland Marsh). Rumbley is slightly larger than neighboring Frenchtown, un-
doubtedly due to the greater amount of land to build on. Similar to Frenchtown
is its collection of small two-story, two or three bay houses which line the
two main streets. Situated directly across from the line of houses is a corres-
ponding line of crab houses and general seafood markets. Goose Creek Marina is
located at the end of the southern branch. The earliest and most ambitious
19th-century dwelling to remain standing is the Thomas W. Blake House right on
a point overlooking the sound (S-141). The two-story cross-gabled frame house
is distinguished by its larger size as well as bracketed eaves. Standing in
front of the house is the oldest crab house on the water with its simple rectangu-
lar shape, board siding and wooden post supports. A small Blake family graveyard
is located up the dirt lane next to a slightly later cross-gabled farmhouse also
built by the Blake family.



! ‘

8- Significance Survey No. S-140

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

- prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____landscape architecture religion

—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —___ science

-1500-1599 __ agriculture _____economics —_literature — sculpture

- 1600-1699 _X architecture - education — military —_ social/

— 17001799 ____art ‘ —_engineering - music humanitarlan

X _1800-1899 _*X commerce ____ exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —__ theater

_X 1900~ _____communications — industry - politics/government ____ transportation
‘ __ Invention _ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C D

and/or

Applicable Exce[?tion: __A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: __national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary ﬁaragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.
Small watermen's villages, similar to Rumbley, developed along the shoreline of
Tangier Sound and the Chesapeake Bay in an obvious need for modest housing close to
the water. The houses vary slightly between two-story two or three-bay frame structures
which face the water. In several instances, watermen's work sheds stand across from
dwelling and vividly reflect the close attachment between the land and the bay.

Most of these sheds stand on stilts within the first hundred feet of the bank.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. S-140

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Marion Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UTM References o NOT complete UTM references
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul Touart

organization Somerset County Historical Trust date  9/27/83

street & number 424 North Somerset Avenue telephone

city or town Princess Anne state Maryland 21853

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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Rumbley Survey District

Rumbley, Somerset County
Waterfront

Photographer, Paul Touart, 11/84
Neg./MD Historical Trust

S-140






Rumbley Survey District

Rumbley, Somerset County
Waterfront

Photographer, Paul Touart, 11/84
Neg./MD Historical Trust
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Rumbley, Somerset County
Waterfront

Photographer, Paul Touart, 11/84
Neg./MD Historical Trust

S-140






Rumbley Survey District
Rumbley, Somerset County
South Flevation

g/84 Paul Touart
Neg./ MD Hist. Trust
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Rumbley Survey District

Rumbley, Somerset County

House -

Photographer, Paul Touart, 11/84

Neg./MD Historical Trust
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