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USGS Quadrangle(s): Washington West 

Zip Code: 20910 

Inventory Number: M: 36-17 

Historic district: 

County: Montgomery 
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Property Owner: Robert and Helen Sugar Tax Account ID Number: 01046326 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): 0000 Tax Map Number: jn33 

Project: Purple Line Transit Study Agency: Maryland Transit Administration 

Agency Prepared By: John Milner Associates, Inc. 

Preparer's Name: Sarah Traum and Courtney Clark Date Prepared: 1/12/2012 

Documentation is presented in: Suburbanization Historic Context and Survey Methodology for the I-495/I-95 Capital Beltway 
Corridor Transportation Study, by KCI Technologies in 1999; Historic Silver Spring, by McCoy, 
Jeffrey and Silver Spring Historical Society in 2005 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: 

Criteria: A B C D 

Eligibility recommended 

Considerations: A B C 

X Eligibility not recommended 

D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property. 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

Site visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

The Old Masonic Temple is a three-story commercial building that follows the two-part commercial block form. It has an irregular, 
polygonal form to fit its irregular site at the intersection of Georgia and Wayne avenues. The architectural details of this building 
are simplified, classical forms. The ground floor has a modern storefront of smooth granite panels with modern aluminum-framed 
windows and doors. The upper two floors are clad in running bond brick. Brick pilasters vertically divide the window bays of the 
upper levels, while paneled stone panels provide horizontal separation between the windows of the second and third floors. The 
windows are grouped, consisting of plate glass topped with transoms. A brick parapet, ornamented with a simple stone cornice and 
rosettes, surrounds the building's flat roof. 

This building was built in 1927 and originally housed a Chevrolet and Nash automobile showroom on the ground floor with the 
upper two floors used by the Silver Spring Masonic Lodge No. 215 (McCoy et al. 2005:20). In 1998 the facade was renovated to 
its current appearance. 
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^ ^ T o - d a t e no individual documentation and/or Determination of Eligibility has been located lor this property. However, a resource 
folder including correspondence from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission declaring the building as 
unsuitable for regulation under the Historic Preservation Ordinance of Montgomery County is on file at MHT. This building was 
also briefly noted in a Suburbanization Historic Context and Survey Methodology for I-495/I-95 Capital Beltway Corridor 
Transportation Study and a local publication published by Arcadia Publishing, Historic Silver Spring. 

Based on this survey and evaluation, the Masonic Temple building is recommended not eligible for listing in the Maryland 
Inventory of Historic Places and/or the National Register of Historic Places. The Masonic Temple is not significant under Criterion 
A as it is not associated with important events, activities, or trends. The Masons are a significant social group; however, this 
particular Masonic Temple is not associated with any significant events or trends in Masonic history. 

The Masonic Temple is not known to have been associated with any individuals who are important in the history of Silver Spring, 
with community organizations, or significant in the past in other areas. Therefore it is not significant under Criterion B. 

Architecturally, the Masonic Temple is an altered example of a two-part commercial block, typical of those built in the early 
twentieth century in suburban Montgomery County. The building does not possess architectural significance for its simplified, 
classical design. The building has lost integrity of setting due to modern changes to the downtown Silver Spring commercial 
district, including construction of numerous high rise office and apartment buildings in the general vicinity of the Masonic Temple. 

Additionally, the modern alteration of the first floor has also diminished the building's integrity of design, materials, and 
workmanship. The original storefront included elements still present on the upper floors of this building, including brick pilasters 
with simple stone bases and a simple, Doric columned entrance on the north elevation. The current storefront consists of smooth 
granite panels, plate glass windows with aluminum frames and fascia. On the north elevation, the entrance and a window have also 
swapped positions. The windows on the east side of the north elevation have also been replaced with glass block spanning the first 
and second floors. For these reasons, the Masonic Temple is not significant under Criterion C. 

^ B T h i s building was not evaluated under Criterion D as part of this assessment. 
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Old Masonic Temple (M: 36-17) 
8435-8439 Georgia Avenue (MI) 97) 

Silver Spring, Montgomery County. MD 
USGS Kensington Quad. 1979 

USGS Washington West Quad. 1983 



Photo Log for 

M: 36-17, Old Masonic Temple 

Image File Name 
M; 36-17_2011-05-26_01 
M; 36-17_2011-05-26_02 
M; 36-17_2012-02-07_03 
M; 36-17_2012-02-07_04 
M; 36-17_2012-02-07_05 
M; 36-17_2012-02-07_06 

Description of the view 
View toward south from Wayne Avenue. 
View toward east from Georgia Avenue. 
North and east elevations; view toward southwest. 
Detail of ground floor, west elevation; view toward southeast. 
Detail of north elevation, ground floor; view toward east. 
Detail of decorative brick and stone work, second floor; view toward south. 

Ink and Paper Combination used to create the prints: 

HP Vivera ink on HP Premium Plus Paper 

Brand, Make, and Dye type of the CD-R GOLD: 

Falcon Pro CD-R, CD-R Falcon 24K Gold Archival 
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MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760 

J u l y 5 , 1985 

RECEIVED 

T O : 

FROM: 

Richard Ferrara, Director MARYLAND HISTORICAL 
Department of Housing and Community Developmenx^'' 

John L. Menke, Director 
Department of Environmental Protection 

y/j. Rodney Little, Director 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Priscilla Schwab, Chairperson 
Historic Preservation Commission 

SUBJECT: 

Melissa C. Banach, Coordinator 
Community Planning North 

Final Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation: Silver Spring CBD Individual 
Historic Sites 

I am pleased to transmit to you this Final Draft Amendment 
to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. 

This document contains the recommendation of the Montgomery 
County Planning Board on the designation of several individual 
historic sites within the Silver Spring Central Business 
District. 

Should you have any questions concerning this amendment, 
please do not hesitate to contact Marty Reinhart of Community 
Planning-North staff at 4-95̂ -4565.'' 

MCB:MR:lyg 
Attachment 
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FINAL DRAFT 
AMENDMENT TO THE MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

SILVER SPRING CBD INDIVIDUAL HISTORIC SITES 

3UNE 1985 

A proposed Amendment to the 1979 Approved and Adopted Master Plan for Historic 
Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland and an amendment to the Approved and 
Adopted Sector Plan for the Silver Spring Central Business District and Vicinity 1979; 
being also an amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Development of the 
Maryland-Washington Regional District and to the Master Plan of Highways within 
Montgomery County, Maryland. 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090 
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ABSTRACT 

TITLE: Final Draft Amendment to the Approved and Adopted Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland: Silver Spring CBD 
Individual Historic Sites 

AUTHOR: The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

SUBJECT: Final Draft Amendment to the Approved and Adopted Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation in Montgomery County Maryland: Silver Spring CBD 
Individual Historic Sites 

DATE: June 1985 

PLANNING AGENCY: 

SOURCE OF COPIES: 

SERIES NUMBER: 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20907 

8048852506 

4 

ABSTRACT: This publication contains the text, with supporting map, for an Amendment 
to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, which 
is an Amendment to the Sector Plan for the Silver Spring Central Business 
District and Vicinity, the General Plan for the Physical Development of the 
Maryland-Washington Regional District, and the Master Plan of Highways 
within Montgomery County, Maryland. This Amendment designates several 
properties within the CBD as individual Historic Sites to be protected under 
the County's Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 2kA of the 
Montgomery County Code. 
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APPENDIX 

SITES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR REGULATION UNDER THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE CHAPTER 24A OF THE 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CODE 

The following sites have been reviewed and found not suitable for regulation under 
the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Those sites also listed on The Locational Atlas and 
Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County, Maryland will no longer be subject to 
regulation under the Moratorium on Alteration and Demolition, Section 24A-10 of the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance. Although removed from the Locational Atlas, these 
sites will remain on the Maryland Historical Trust's State Inventory. 

Site Name Location 

36/16 Little Tavern 8230 Georgia Avenue 

36/17 Old Masonic Temple 8435-39 Georgia Avenue 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

March 1986 
See c o r r e s p o n d e n c e d a t e d ___^__ 

ACTION TAKEN 

APPENDIX 

SITES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR REGULATION UNDER THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE CHAPTER 2*A OF THE 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CODE 

The following sites have been reviewed and found not suitable for regulation under 
the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Those sites also listed on The Locational Atlas and 
Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County, Maryland will no longer be subject to 
regulation under the Moratorium on Alteration and Demolition, Section 2^A-10 of the 
Historic Preservation Ordinance. Although removed from the Locational Atlas, these 
sites will remain on the Maryland Historical Trust 's S ta te Inventory. 

Site Name Location 

36/16 Lit t le Tavern 8230 Georgia Avenue 

36/17 Old Masonic Temple 8^35-39 Georgia Avenue 
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1. Little Tavern * 3 6 / 1 6 8230 Georgia Avenue 
2- Old Masonic Temple * 3 6 / 1 7 8435-39 Georgia Avenue 



M: 36-17 
Old Masonic Temple 

8435-8439 Georgia Avenue (MD 97) 




