PRINCE GEORGE'S CUUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #74A-5 Building Date: ca. 1885

Building Name: Townshend House

Location: 12706 Woodmore Road, Mitchellville, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Excellent/Inaccessible

Description

The Townshend House is a two-story frame hip-roofed house set back
circa 1,500 feet north of Woodmore Road at the end of a long lane lined
with evergreens. It is nearly square, three bays by two bays, with over-
hanyiny eaves typical of the Italianate style. In the three-bay principal
south facade, there is a handsome entrance in the central bay. The door
surround features pilasters in the Ionic style; it has sidelights and an
elliptical fanlight with tracery. There are two interior chimneys in the
south plane of the roof located on each side of the central stairhall.
Across the south front of the building is a one-story porch supported by
plain posts with jig-sawn brackets. The siding of the house is plain hori-
zontal board, painted white. The windows are 2/2 with louvered shutters
painted dark green. The roof is of metal painted red, and the foundations
are of brick. To the east of the building i< a modern addition: a small
square hip-roofed one-story winy, connected to the main house by a breeze-
way, To the northeast is a small one-story storage buildiny, and a few
hundred feet farther north is a small barn.

Significance

The Townshend House is a handsome Victorian house with Italianate
details, built in the early 1880's for Alice and Grafton Townshend. It
remained in the Townshend family for nearly 100 years. Alice Amelia Walker
grew up in the late eiyhteenth century house at Pleasant Prospect which her
father, Jonathan T, Walker, had acquired after the Civil War. In 1880 she
married Grafton Townshend, a planter from the area south of Tee Bee known
as Townshend after his family., For the first several years they lived in
the Townshend area, while her father had a house built for them on the
western section of Pleasant Prospect. In 1885 after the house was com-
pleted, Jonathan and Jane Walker deeded to their daughter, Alice Amelia
Townshend, and her children the 163 acres of Pleasant Prospect upon which
the house stood; the larye and handsome house was home to Alice Townshend
and later to her son Harry. When Harry Townshend died in 1968, he willed
the house and 3 acres to his wife, Ruth., She sold it in 1977 to the family
of Paul Zanecki, who added the breezeway and east addition.

Acreaye: 4 acres




Survey No. P.G. #74A-5

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes __no
1 . Name {indicate preferred name)
historic Townshend House
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 12706 Woodmore Road ‘N"W‘” — not for publication
city, town Mitchellville ___ vicinity of congressional district 5
3 ]

state Maryland county Prince George's
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
__ district ____ public _X— occupied - agriculture — — museum
_X building(s) _X private —— unoccupied — commercial park
__ structure __ both — work in progress — educational _X_ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious

— object ____inprocess ___yes: restricted government . scientific

— being considered —__ yes: unrestricted } industrial ____ transportation
Xnot applicable X no military _ other:

4- OWI‘IeI' Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Thomas Farrington
street & number 12706 Woodmore Road telephone no.:
city, town Mitchellville state and zip code 20716

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. rince George's County Courthouse liber #5787
street & number Main Street folio 09
city, town Upper Marlboro state Md.

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974

—federal ____state __X county ___ local

depository for survey records Hi Stor‘y Division MNCPP(C

city, town Riverdale state  Md.




7. Description survey No. p G, #74A-5

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered X__ original site

____good ____ruins _X_ altered ___moved date of move
_ fair —___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Townshend House is a two-story frame hip-roofed house set back
circa 1,500 feet north of Woodmore Road at the end of a long lane lined
with evergreens. It is nearly square, three bays by two bays, with over-
hanging eaves typical of the Italianate style. In the three-bay principal
(south) facade, there is a handsome entrance in the central bay. The door
surround features pilasters in the Ionic style. The door has sidelights
and an elliptical fanlight with tracery. There are two interior chimneys
in the south plane of the roof located on each side of the central
stairhall. Across the south front of the building is a one-story porch
supported by plain posts with jig-sawn brackets. The siding of the house
is plain horizontal board, painted white. The windows are 2/2 with
louvered shutters painted dark green. The roof is of metal painted red,
and the foundations are of brick.

To the east of the building is a small square hip-roofed one-story
addition, connected to the main house by a breezeway. To the northeast is
a small one-story storage building, and a few hundred feet further north is
a small barn. This small farm stood for nearly a century surrounded by
open farmland; in recent years, however, the new development of the Court-
side Villas at Woodmore has grown up immediately west of the Townshend
farm,



8. Significance Survey No. P.G.#78A-5

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —__science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture . economics ___ literature __ sculpture

___1600-1699 _X  architecture __ education — millitary ___ social/

N — 1700-1799 ___ art —_engineering —_ music humanitarian

____1800-1899 ___ commerce ___ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy __ theater

— 1900 ____ communications ____industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
___invention X other (specify)

local history
Specific dates Ca. 1885 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Townshend House is a handsome Victorian house with Italianate
details, built in the early 1880's for Alice and Grafton Townshend. It
remained in the Townshend family for nearly 100 years.

Alice Amelia Walker grew up in the late eighteenth century house at
Pleasant Prospect which her father, Jonathan T. Walker, had acquired after
the Civil War. In 1880 she married Grafton Townshend, a planter from the
area south of Tee Bee which was known as Townshend after his family. For
the first several years they lived in the Townshend area, while her father
had a house built for them on the western section of Pleasant Prospect.]
In 1885 after the house was completed, Jonathan and Jane Walker deeded to
their daughter, Alice Amelia Townshend, and her children the 163 acres of
Pleasant Prospect upon which the house stood; the large and handsome house
was home to Alice Townshend and later to her son Harry.Z2 When Harry
Townshend died in 1968, he willed the house and 3 acres to his wife,

Ruth.3 She sold it in 1977 to the family of Paul Zanecki, who added the
breezeway and east addition.

Notes

1 prince George's County Census, 1880, Brandywine District; Prince
George's County Tax Assessments.

2 Pprince George's County Land Records, JWB #4:488; #207:344.

3 Prince George's County Will, GSMcG #4:378.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. #74A-5

Cf. Chain of Title
Cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 4.0 acres Tax Map 62, parcel 2
Quadrangle name Lanham, Section F Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namesitle  dusan G. Pearl, Research Historian

organization  Historic Preservation Commission date August 1985

c/o Co. Planning, MNCPPC telephone ~ 992-3521

street & number

Upper Mariboro Md.

city or town state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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partition walls.

The house is a Square, two story,
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#5787:69
17 Oct 1983
Deed

#4935:380
2 Dec 1977
Deed

#4827:606
23 Sept 1977
Deed

#3868:132
4 Sept 1970
Deed

GSMcG#4:378

4 Sept 1968
Wills
#207:344

15 Dec 1923
Deed
JWB#4:488

1 Apr 1885
Deed

Chain of Title

Townshend House
P.G. #74A-5

V. Paul and Janine Jennie Zanecki to Thomas A. and
Suellen R. Farrington; 3.00002 acres in the 7th E.D.,
Part 2 of 3 parts conveyed; same which grantors
acquired by #4935:380.

Algie M. Pulley, Jr., and Gary S. Kaveney to V. Paul
and Janine Jennie Zanecki; 130,683 square feet or
3.0001 acres in the 7th E.D.; interest which grantors
acquired by #4827:606.

Ruth K., Townshend to V. Paul Zanecki as to 50%
interest, Algie M. Pulley, Jr. as to 25% interest, and
Gary S. Kaveney as to 25% interest, all tenants in com-
mon; 130,683 square feet or 3.0001 acres in 7th E.D.;
same which grantor acquired by #3868:132.

Harry W. Townshend, Jr., executor of Harry W.
Townshend, Sr., to Ruth K. Townshend, widow; 130,683
square feet or 3,0001 acres, with right of ingress and
egress to Woodmore Road; to secure title of grantee to
land devised to her by will recorded GSMcG#4:378.

Harry W. Townshend, Sr., died 17 August 1968 devising
to his widow, Ruth K. Townshend, "“our home at the time
of my death;" if the residence was on the property he
owned on Woodmore Road, it was not to exceed 4 acres
and was to include the dwelling and outbuildings there-
on; same which deceased acquired by #207:344.

Grafton C. D. Townshend, widower, and the surviving
children of Alice Amelia (Walker) Townshend deceased,
to Harry Walter Townshend; 163 acres, 2 roads and 31
perches in Queen Anne District, part of Pleasant Pros-
pect; same which deceased acquired by JWB#4:488.

Jonathan T. and Jane A. Walker to Alice Amelia
Townshend, their daughter, and to her children; 163
acres, 2 roads and 31 perches in Queen Anne District,
part of Pleasant Prospect lying on the public road from
Bladensburg to Mullikin Station; in return, grantee
relinquished all rights in her parents' estate.
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P.G.#74A-5
Townshend House
Prince George's County, MD
Susan G. Pearl
March 1985

South elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.



