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Northampton Slave duarters (Brick)
Largo

Site

This one and a half story brick slave quarters consisted
of two rooms downstairs, with a massive central chimney,
and with a door in the facade leading into each room,

This plan is similar to the one of the slave quarters at
Brome Farm in St, Mary's County. It was probably built to
house two families,
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A photograph of this site was found during my investigation of
the Historic American Buildings Survey records in the Prints and
Photographs of the Library of Congress. In addition, there is another
photograph of the opposite side of this house in Henry C. Forman's
Tidewater Maryland Architecture and Gardens. Copies of these are
included in this report.

This is a one-story brick dwelling (common bond) with two doors
and no windows in the front and rear lengths. Two small windows
open into each gable end. They are capped by segmental arches.
Apparently, the openings were closed by laterally hung wooden shutters
inside the house, since no other means were evident. One half of
the roof is sheathed with tin, the other with wooden shingles. Through
the middle of the roof ascends a large brick chimney. The photograph
in Forman's book shows the small door in the gable end leading below
the house, probably into a cellar.

In plan, the downstairs probably consisted of two rooms, each

warmed by back-to-back fireplaces. Upstairs there were also two
rooms most likely.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Forman, this house was a "brick slave quarters on

a duplex design." This identification appears to be accurate, based
on its design. It is the only brjick slave quarters duplex known

to have been recorded in southern Maryland. From this survey, it
appears that single family dwellings were the more typical, though
this brick duplex constituted an important variation in house types.
The Historic American Buildings Survey records gave no written
description of this building, nor did they give the location of it
in relation to the log slave dwelling at Northampton.
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



Ar )
{}fﬁ‘ ROADS APPEARING ON THE 1940°8-1980's AP

D STRUC TURES/FEATURES LOCAT!!D

™
25 A1)

PRI T g mm-

|

FEATURE ¢ -

b

3

>t

180

[ Y
<
H
-
H
o
=
a
o

- =

d £

g 3

=]

o

E

e 3

1

: &

. X

- «

0o X

¥ E

o ©O

2

a

«

<

<

H

e
Oge
T~
3]
F‘-‘
v <
“l e ©Q
I e
oo

PG 15 20




o

S s L !
llvu/ b - \ N\
[ N \
: ‘(\ \\\\( ) Q ,‘\ (,0)
X 7 TR
G &
,==J):\\’ =) o ~N

N
(\\

,N
7

=~
y/

[
)

\/

~

“\/

V4




STOCKBAIOGE CY
BOOTH BAY WAY
& BRATTLE BOROUGH

& og,,

4

Waeshington
New Jerusaiem

Sl
" Northeast B
-7 ’Stream Valle

¢

76°47°30" MD GRID 860,000

Joins Map 20



s 1 . . 1
- , B /Largolattsiod
- 2 — # Urban C/emer
P s i SR - < 287 A ] o .
= = o A ) >
= b £ ﬁ\ = o
A Nt B N
-8 s . LR S
—
S ). ,
% == 2 = =
» . £ oo XN "/ /
Zays i ~
. { / 3 /
ol g = ABeyne N —
== _ i
=27 \\ 3 (] 7 L

:‘\', I
=
X e &

R

s 3
} \_ Prinee Georges
4

M LA

/s = 7
4 V;‘ = ///\ . /Ny
e

P
0 Northampton > ) .
~ WYrban Center \(\\ NN
- y ) sy
\ A g

(2 e Ny
\’; \ g —~ XN
> N




i

Historie Americen Bulldinss Survey
John O. Brostrun, FPhotograrher

<

VLENs RO

ol
fal

P o

LV B

AR ( Fromnity)

Cctober 12, 1936
12585 B .

o

129

/R

ACYY

Pua ALy
s N IDIA COFTGT

) Ges:

aw

MRULION

{
oY

Lo

g

(sxegaeny ea:

SHVH

*OoN

07-¢L: 94



AT

o N TR

i
B T

T

This old photograph shows NORTHAMPTON, Prince George's County, the first
section of awhich is believed 10 have been erected about 1700. Home of Lord Fairfax.
HABS, 1895. Below, the brick slave quarters on a duplex design and with central
chimmey. Author, 1939.
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were later additions, The chimney on the left probably belonged to William
Stone’s housc.  As is often the case in homes of this style, like the Leigh House, St.
Mary’s City, Stone’s lodging was afterward doubled in size. The porch and the
wing on the right side with the pent roof—a perfect outshut—are probably excres-
cences of the ninetcenth century.

It is not difficult to guess the floor plan. A passageway extended the whole
depth of one gable end, with a Great Room and a dining room at the chimne
end. Later the dining room was extended outward and the outshut added. Up-
stairs there were probably three tiny knock-heads and a slit passageway—reminis-
cent of those in St. Barbara’s, Mistress Troughton’s domicile in St. Mary’s City.

But the original Stone house comprised only the Great Room and the front
or forepart of the passageway, which may have been used as 3 parlor.

In Molly Stone’s field there stood in recent times several tombstones, some of
which had the name of Brauner.

The passing of Poynton Manor from father to son by the name of Stone for
at least one hundred and fifty years may be traced in the old records, Governor
William Stone, the immigrant, was an enminent landholder in St. Mary'’s City, the
first caprral. He owned the carliest-known property in that city—FEast St. Mary’s,
or the Governor’s Field. In 1647 he was accused of unlawfully taking ownership
of the Calvert or Governor’s house in this Field.! In spite of that charge, the fol-
lowing vear he became Governor and lived in the Calvert house a number of years,
In truth, afrer Poynton Manor was built, he possessed two homes—no doubt with
all the inconveniences thereto attached -and for several years after his death the
seat in the Governor’s Field in St. Mary’s City was spoken of as Captain Stone’s
~onse at St I\Iary’s. '

In 1660 he died, leaving the aforementioned town house and land in the
Maryland capital to his wife, Verlinda Cotton. She was to remain at the dwelling
plantation at Poynton Manor during her widowhood. According to the terms of
his will, 600 acres of this manor went to his daughter Elizabeth, wife of William
Cilvert, son of the first Governor, Leonard Calvert, Five hundred acres went to
cach of his sons, Richard, John, and Mathew; and what remained of the manor
was hequeathed to his oldest son, and residuary legatee, Thomas Stone,

The dwelling plantation next came into the possession of John Stone, son of
Gavernor William; and then of Thomas and Walter Stone, son of John, who
were to have equal shares in the dwelling and land, a 500-acre portion of Poynton

Manor.. After his mother’s death, Walter Stone was to own that part whereon
the habitation stood.

Yiamestown and St Mary's, pp. 214, 215,

SOUTHERN MARYLAND

In 1725 the manor was divided into sections owned by Thoumas Stone, William
Stone, Mat Stone, Gerrad Fowke, Jesse Doyne, and William Doyne. David Stone.
great-grandson of Governor William, is supposed to have been hving at Poyuron
Manor ar the time in which the dwelling was destroyed and to have had it rebuilt,
His first wife was Mary Hanson, sister of the Honorable John Hanson, president
of the Federal Congress in 1781, who lived at Mulberry Grove ncar Port Tobacco.
His sccond spouse was Flizabeth Jenifer, sister of the Honorable Danic] of St.
Thomas jeniflcr (1723-90). Thomas Stone, the “Signer” of “Havre de Venture,”
Charles County, was a son by his second wife.

In short, from Governor William Stone’s little two-room-and-loft cottage
came one of the most distinguished families of the United Stares, Our nation.rose
from just such small beginnings as Poynton Manor.

9. SPRIGG’S NORTHAMPTON AND
L’ENFANT’S GARDEN

ONE OF THE important estates of Prince George’s County is Northampron,
a tract of 1000 acres surveyed on May 26, 1673, for Thomas Sprigg I, born in
Northamptonshire, England, and who later became High Sheriff, Justice, and
Commissioner of Calvert County, Maryland. He was married twice, first to
Katherine Roper, a sister-in-law of Governor William Stone of Maryland, then
to Eleanor Nuthall, a granddaughter of John Nuthall, who owned the Manor of
Cornwaleys Crosse and St. Elizabeth’s Manor near St. Mary's City.

When Sprigg died in 1704 he bequeathed to his son, Thomas I, “my dwelling
home and all houses and land of ‘Northampton® and ‘Rolling’ that I have not
disposed of, and one part of five hundred acres of Jand I patented for me The
Manor of Collington.” In 1707, fifty acres of Northampton were possessed by
Thomas Broole, and 850 by Thomas Sprigg 11.

It is evident that the timber-framed gambrel-roofed house which stood on
the Northaupron tract had been erected by Thomas Sprigg I before his death in
1704. "The dwelling may very well have been seventeenth-century in date. It was
described as being 125 feet in length. In the forepart were a withdrawing room,
a library, and 2 dining room, all having high chimney picces and wide, open fire-
places. At the rear were bedrooms which were later lit by tall Victorian-Gothic
windows. In 1788—so0 it has been stated—a gambrel-roofed addition with tiny
windows and hroad clapboards was placed nestling against a main gable.

127 \P@i‘ﬂ s
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At any rate, in 1909, after the abode had been decorated with enlarged Vie-
worian dormers with curlicue rakes on their roofs, the entire structure was burned
to the ground. The old photograph (p. 148) was taken about fourteen years be-
fure the conflagration. After some study, we have conceived the idea that perhaps
the left-hand portion with tiny windows and wide clapboards was erected before
the scetion to the right, but certainty is difficult when the study is based on only
one photograph. The narrow clapboards on the larger part of the home may have
been replacements of the Victorian era. The first-floor windows with jalousicd
shutters may have been enlarged.

At Northaimpton once lived Samuel Sprigg, who was Governor of Maryland
from 1819 to 1822. In 1811, on New Year’s Day, he brought his bride, Violette
Lansdale, to this homestead; and in 1812 their daughter Sally was born. When
the British military forces made their attack on Washington, they came to North-
ampton and, out of regard for the helplessness of the young Violette and her baby,
they refrained from burning the house. How different was war in those days!
One wonders what a Nazi general or a Chinese Red would have done to North-
ampton, its bride and infant.

President Madison took refuge here from the British after the Battle of
Bladensburg on August 14, 1814. Dr. John C. Fairfax, who in 1869 became Lord
Fairfax, Twelfth Baron of Cameron, also made his home here.

Bur perhaps the event most significant to Northampton was the visit of Pierre
L’Enfant, that great French engineer who planned the Federal City on the banks
of the Potomac. He is credited with designing and laying out, in whole or in part,
the gardens at Northampton in the year 1788—the date of the wing of the house.
We show on our plot plan (p. 128) what remained of these gardens about 1936.

This is an old-fashioned rose garden in two squares, enclosing circles and
crescents. One of the crescent-shaped beds contains Chinese white roses. Pro-
tecting the garden space on the north i1s a walkway lined by tall laurel and Rose-
of-Sharon shrubs with thick trunks.

Off to the south once stood a little brick schoolhouse, and to the west stands
a “switch willow,” grown up from: a little switch planted over forty years ago.
The grear locust tree, adjacent to the rose beds, has a trunk covered with ivy
sentimentally brought from the Fairfax domicile, Leeds Castle, England. Down
the hill and below the garden are two large slave quariers, one a brick duplex, the

other with vertical-board walls, each having a central chimney.
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