PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G. #7%}11 Building Date: early 20th c.

Building Name: Wilson's Station Railroad Tower

Location: Amtrak Railroad Tracks at Md. Route 202, Landover, Maryland

Private/Transportation/Unoccupied/Fair/Inaccessible

Description

The Wilson Station Railroad tower is a two-story L-shaped structure
with a pyramidal roof. Its south facade faces directly on the Amtrak
railroad track into Washington. The main section of the structure has a
four-part 6/6 window across the entire south side of the second story.
There is one 6/6 window on the east facade. An exterior flight of metal
steps rises along this east facade to a second-story door in the east
facade of the rear ell section, under which there is also an entrance to
the first story. The entire structure is covered with asbestos shingle
siding; the roof is covered with asphalt shingle. East of the control
tower is a small gable-roofed waiting shelter, open on the south side
facing the tracks.

Significance

The Wilson Station Railroad tower is a small early twentieth century
control tower which stands by the side of the Washington spur line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad. Next to it is a small waiting shelter, which
recalls the days when trains moved slowly along this line between
Washington and the Bowie junction, picking up passengers at each of the
small community stops. The Baltimore and Potomac Railroad was constructed
through Prince George's County in the early 1870's, to connect Baltimore
with Southern Maryland. A spur line was built by the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company from the Bowie junction into the City of Washington; it was along
this spur line that many of the northeastern suburbs of Washington began to
develop, e.g. Landover, Lanham, Seabrook, Glenn Dale, and Bowie itself.
From the earliest years of operation of the Washington line, there was a
station, known as Wilson's Station, located at the crossing of the railroad
tracks and the old Bladensburg-Marlboro Road, now Maryland Route 202. (It
was from Wilson's Station that the National Equal Rights party marched in
September 1884 when they nominated Belva Ann Lockwood for the presidency of
the United States.) The tower and waiting shelter were constructed some-
time early in this century. Except for a similar tower at the Bowie junc-
tion, it is probably the only one remaining on this line of the railroad.

Acreage: 4.853 acres



Survey No. P.G. #721)(_1

. - Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _ no
1 . Name (indicate preferred name)
historic  Wilson's Station Railroad Tower
and/or common
2. Location
street & number  Amtrak Railroad tracks at Md.Rt. #202 — not for publication
city, town Landover ___ vicinity of congressional district §
state Maryland county Prince George's County
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—district — public ____occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
——— building(s) X private X unoccupied ____ commercial _ park
X structure _ both ____ work in progress __ educational —- private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
_—_ object ____in process __vyes: restricted ____ government scientific
—— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted — industrial X transportation
_X not applicable X no —__ military ___ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Ngtional Railroad Passenger Corporation

street & number 400 North Capitol Street telephone mno.:

city, town Washington, D. C. state and zip code 20001

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 5258
street & number Mainstreet folio 62
city, town  UPPer Marlboro state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

titte  Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 __ _federal ___ state X __county ___ local

Jepository for survey records History Division, M-NCPPC

city, town Riverdale state Maryl and




7. Description Survey No. P.G. #724-1

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent —_ deteriorated ____ unaltered X__ original site

___good ____ruins X__ aitered —__moved date of move
_X ftair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Wilson Station Railroad tower is a two-story L-shaped structure
with a pyramidal roof. 1Its south facade faces directly on the Amtrak
railroad track into Washington. The main section of the structure has a
four-part 6/6 window across the entire south side of the second story.
There is one 6/6 window on the east facade. An exterior flight of metal
steps rises along this east facade to a second-story door in the east
facade of the rear ell section, under which there is also an entrance to
the first story. The entire structure is covered with asbestos shingle
siding; the roof is covered with asphalt shingle.

East of the control tower is a small gable-roofed waiting shelter,
open on the south side facing the tracks.



8. Significance Survey No. p G, #724-1

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____econhomics __literature __ scuipture

_ 1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military ____ social/

— 1700-1799 __ art ____engineering — music humanitarian

—__1800-1899 __ commerce ____ exploration/settlement ___ philosophy _ theater

X 1900- ___ communications ___industry ___ politics/government _X_ transportation

___invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates carly 20th Century Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Wilson Station Railroad tower is a small early twentieth century
control tower which stands by the side of the Washington spur line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad. Next to it is a small waiting shelter, which
recalls the days when trains moved slowly along this Tine between
Washington and the Bowie junction, picking up passengers at each of the
small community stops.

The Baltimore and Potomac Railroad was constructed through Prince
George's County in the early 1870's, to connect Baltimore with Southern
Maryland. The main line continued through Charles County to its southern
terminus at Popes Creek. At a point just inside Prince George's County (in
the area which would come to be known as Bowie) a spur Tine was built by
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, leading from this junction into the City
of Washington. (The agreement between the Baltimore and Potomac Company
and the Pennsylvania Railroad Company stated that the spur line could
operate only as long as the main line remained open.) It was along this
spur Tine that many of the northeastern suburbs of Washington began to
develop, e.g. Landover, Lanham, Seabrook, Glenn Dale, and Bowie itself.]

From the earliest years of operation of the Washington Tine, there was
a station located at the crossing of the railroad tracks and the old
Bladensburg-Marlboro Road, now Maryland Route 202. It was known as
Wilson's Station after the family which owned the adjoining farmland. (It
was from Wilson's Station that the National Equal Rights party marched in
September 13884 when they nominated Belva Ann Lockwood for the presidency of
the United States.) By the turn of the century, Wilson's Station had come
to be known as Landover, after the old land tract, and the area still goes
by that name today.2 The tower and waiting shelter were constructed
sometime early in this century. Except for a similar tower at the Bowie
junction, it is probably the only one remaining on this Tine of the
railroad.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No.

P.G. #72A-1

cf. Notes Item #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

4.853 acres tax map 59, parcel 3

Quadrangle name Washington East, Section F

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitlt  Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian

organization Hjstoric Preservation Commission date  Sentember 1985

street & number ¢ /o County Planning Division, M-NCPPC _ telephone g57_z577

city or town Upper Marlboro,

state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to:

Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House

21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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#8. Continued

The Washington line is heavily used today, by high speed Amtrak trains
along the New York corridor; the Popes Creek line remains open, as
required, but carries only one or two freight trains per day. Today the
Landover Metrorail Station stands a short distance northeast of the tower,
and the surrounding area is densely developed with commercial buildings.
The tower is the only surviving reminder in this area of the early days of
the Washington line of the Pennsylvania Railroad.

Notes

1 G.Mm. Hopkins maps of Prince George's County, 1878, 1894; cf. also MHT
forms for 70-11, 70-13, 70-14, 70-26, 70-27.

2 Hopkins maps 1878 and 1894; History of Pennsylvania Railroad, 1949;
notes on Belva Lockwood, S.G. Pearl, unpublished.




MARYILAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the

gd PV OF
(701¢5> 719

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

LT T

COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:
Wilson Station

{2, LOCATION

-

STREET AND NUMBER:

01d Landover Road at Penn Central RR

CITY OR TOWN:

Landover

STATE COUNTY:

Maryland
[3. CLASSIFICATION .

Prince George's

CATEGORY

OWNERSHIP
(Check One)

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PuUBLIC

O Public
3 Private
) 8ath

{3 District & Building
O Site ] Structure
] Object

Public Acquisition:
{3 In Pracess
7] Being Considered

] Occupied
T Unoccupied

{3 Preservotion work
in progress

Yeos:
] Restricted
] Unrestricted

[ No

CTIONS

PRESENT USE (Check One or Mare as Approprlate)

O Agricultural {1 Pork
O Commercicl [3 Private Residence
] Educotional [ Religious

] Gavernment
[ Industriol

D Milifnry

3 Tronspartation
(7] Other (Specity)

) Comments

{3 Entertainment ] Museum O Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY

INSTR

OWNER'S N AME:

Penn Central Railroad

STREET AND NUMBER:

SEE

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

5.

¢4

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Prince George's County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Upper Marlboro

STATE

Maryland

Title Reference of Current Desed (Book & Pq,

#) s

6, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

-JTITLE OF SURVEY:

None

DATE OF SURVEY: ' O Federal [0 State

D Ceun'y

O Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PSS~ 702
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[7- DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
CONDITION 3 Excellent ‘GOOd {3 Foir [ Deteriorated 3 Ruins [ -Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
@ Altered [0 Uncltered ] Moved f1) Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The station now is a waiting shelter and control tower.
The shelter has an A-roof and is open on the track facade
with horizontal boarding below a chair-rail moulding and
vertical boarding above. The tower is two stories with a

hipped roof and several 6/6 double hung sash windows on

each face. The exterior staircase is steel.
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[B. SGNIFICANCE

‘WCTIONS

INST.

SEE

FERIOD (Check Ons or More &&# Appropriate)
{71 Pre-Calumbian 3 16th Century {J 18th Century B 20th Century
{J 15th Century 3 17th Century Bl 19tk Century .

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Moro ae Appropriate)
{J Urban Plonning

Abar iginal . [ Education 3 Political
] Prehistoric 7] Engineering ] Religian/Phi- [J Other (Speciity)
{J Histaric ] tndustry lasaphy -

] Agriculture {1 tnventian 1 Science

1 Architecture 7 Lendscape 3 Sculpturs

03 Art Architecture 3 Social/Human-

] Commerce [ Literature itarien

O Communications 3 Mititary ] Theater

[ Conservetion ] Music B Tronspartatian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This was known as Wilson's Station when it was on
the 0ld Balto. and Potomac Line in the 1800's. The
county fair grounds were nearby. The present tower is
of 20th Century vintage and is now covered with asbestos
shingles.

ps -~ 709



PC. TR

[%. HAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES %

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 1 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES I
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
i R OF LLESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE _LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds_| Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw -] ] - [+ ’ - o . - o ’ -
NE o 1] - [ ' -
SE -] ’ : - o ’ - i
oW ) o ’ - -] ’ -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
‘Acreage Justification:
I .
i
11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION YT
MNCPPC 25 Oct 74

STREET AND NUMBER: -

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

Silver Spring

Mary]and

12.

“Jgtate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
] ] O

National State Local

Signature
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Wilson's station Railroad Tower

Prince George's County, MD. Pe .
Susan G. Pearl '72/*¢’
April 1985 pe 7)1

Southeast 3/4 elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.



- '_‘ -

Bl S S o i




( WILSeN  STATIoN Towée) o B
NAME  LANDOVEE —SmAmoN Yo 77—\

LOCATION  Z¥Mw . cenr®Ac R.2. (ANDvéL Hld
FACADE N E.

PHOTO TAKEN  /ofzs/y mowree



