PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey P.G. #70-15 Building Date 1916
Building Name Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church

Location 5503 Lincoln Avenue, (Lincoln), Lanham, Maryland

Private / Religious / Occupied / Unexposed / Accessible

Description:

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was a frame gable-roof church building,
constructed in 1916, with its principal west gabie end facing onto Lincoln Avenue.
It was sheathed with German siding, painted white, its gable roof was covered with
gray asbestos shingle, and the building rested on a concrete foundation. Centered
in_the west gable end was a three-part window, set off by a shallow semi-circular
molded "pediment" above. Each of the north and south sides of the church was
varied by a projecting crossgable which formed a shallow transept. There was a
two-story pyramidal-roof square tower on the south side, near the southwest corner;
entrance to the church was into the west face of the tower, through a small
pedimented entry porch. There was a small slightly raised altar at the east end of
the nave. In 1983 a new church was begun on the Tot adjoining to the north; it is
of brick, one-story, eight-sided, with an eight-plane pyramidal roof. The original
Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was destroyed in 1984.

Significance:

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was built in 1916 in Lincoln, to serve the
residents of this newly established black suburban community. It was named for
Daniel Peter Seaton, minister and scholar, one of the most prominent supporters of
the church. 1In 1913, William A. Davis and three other prominent members of the new
Lincoln community purchased Lot #27 in Block G, acting as the trustees of the
Bethel A.M.E. Church of Lincoln. Services were conducted, under Reverend Seaton’s
leadership, while money was raised to build the church. Seaton died in January,
1918; money was designated in his will to go to the trustees of the Bethel Church
at Lincoln; since that time the church has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E.
Church. Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church has remained one of the focal points of the
Lincoln community. By the early 1980°s, the church was considered too small to
house the expanding congregation, and the decision was made to replace it with a
new structure. The trustees purchased adjoining Tots in 1982, and in 1983 began
construction of a new brick church building. In 1984, the old Seaton Memorial
Church was demolished. The site of the old church has been converted to parking
spaces, and nothing remains of the original building.

Acreage: 37,500 sq. ft.
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Survey No. PG#70-15

° . hgi No.
Maryland Historical Trust - |
State Historic Sites Inventory Form - DOE _yes _no
1. Name ¢indicate preferred name)
historic Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church |
snd/or common
2. Location
streat & number 5503 Lincoln Ave. 4 | —__ not for publication
) Lincoln 5
city, town Lanham —— vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland Prince George's
3. Classification
Category ‘Ownership . Status Present Use
— district . pubiic X_ occupied — agriculture — museum
— buliding(s) _.— private —— Unoccupied — Ccommercial — park
— Structure —— both —— WOk kv progress —— oducational — private residenc >
— Object — In process —— YOu: restricted —— government — SClentific
—— being considered — YO8 unrestricted — Industrial - transportation
__Xnot applicable ___no — militery — other:

4. ownef Of Pl‘opeftv (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

Trustees of Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church

neme
N I 5503 Lincoln Avenue " telephone no.:
city, town Lanham. " state and zip code  Maryland 20706

S. Location of Legal Description

I istry of deeds, etc. P.G.County Courthouse liber 80
. 14735 Main Stree_p.__ folio 469
city, town Upper Mar‘]bolro C ' state MD

6. Representation in Existing nmistorical surveys

title Prince George's County Inwentory of Historic Sites

dae 1974 —federsl __state _X county ___loca

depository for survey recordes Historic Preservation Commission, MNCPPC _
D 20772
Upper Mariboro M

city, town
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7. Description Survey Yo. PG#70-15

Condition Check one Check one

— excelient — deteriorsted ___ unaltered — original site

—— good —- uing — aitered ——moved  date of move
— fair X unexposed

Frepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elemencts as it exists today.

Seaton Memorial AM.E. Church was a frame gable-roof church building,
constructed in 1916, with its principal west gable end facing onto Lincoln
Avenue. It was sheathed with German siding, painted white, its gable roof
was covered with gray asbestos shingle, and the building rested on a con-
crete foundation,

Centered in the west gable end was a three-part window, set off by a
shallow semi-circular molded "pediment" above. FEach of the north and south
sides of the church was varied by a projecting crossgable which formed a
shallow transept.

Sometime after the construction of the church in 1916, a two-story
square tower was built onto the south side, near the southwest corner. It
had a pyramidal roof, and there was a tall lowered window at second level in
each face of the tower. Entrance to the church was thenceforth into the west
face of the tower, through a small pedimented entry porch,

The main block of the churched enclosed a spacious nave, with walls
covered below the chair-rail with dark vertical wainscoting. The three-
plane ceiling was covered with similar narrow board. There was a small
slightly raised altar at the east end-of the nave.

In 1983 a new church was begun on the Tot adjoining to the north; it
is of brick, one-story, eight-sided, with an eight-plane pyramidal roof.
The original Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was destroyed in 1984,




8- Significance Survey No. PG#70-15

Period Areas of Significance-—~Check and justify below

— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric _X_ community plsnning _ iandscape architecture _X_ reiigion

—— 1400-1499 __ archeociogy-historic —— consarvation — iaw — science

— 1500~1599 __ agricuiture —— economics — literature — Scuipture

— 16001699 _X_ architecture —— education —— military —— social/

— 1700=-1799 ___art — engineering — music humanitarisn

— 1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater

X_ 1900- — communications — industry — poliitics/government ___ transportatior
— invention — other (specity

Specific dates 1916 Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: __A _B _C _D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B o D E _F _G

Level of Significance: _ natiomal __ state __local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support. .

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church was built in 1916 in Lincoln, to serve the
residents of this newly established black suburban community. It was named for
Daniel Peter Seaton, minister and scholar, one of the most prominent supporters
of the church,

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Imporvement Company, Inc., acquired nearly 200
acres of land along the Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded
to survey and lay out a semi-rural community. The lots were garadually bought up,
and houses built, and by ca. 1915 approximately ten black families had established
themselves there. The new community had several features which made it attractive
to working black families: it had a quiet rural setting, dotted with parks and
surrounded by woods, but had easy access to Washington by the WB&A railroad; it had
its own station (Lincoln) on this line, a general store close to the station,
and a one-room schoolhouse a moderate distance southwest along the railroad line.

The local store was run by William A. Davis, and it was in this store that
several of the residents met to make plans for building a church. The first ser-
vices were held in the store presided over by Rev. Daniel Peter Seaton, who had in 1913
purchased a lot in Lincoln and begun to build his residence. Reverend Seaton
(1835-1918) was an organizer of AM.E. churches in the Washington Metropolitan
area. He had received a diploma from the American University of Medicine in Phila-
delphia in 1871; he had travelled extensively and in 1895 had published The Land
of Promise, a social and cultural analysis of the people of Palestine. Seaton had
pastored churches in Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Carolina, Indiana and Washington
D.C. befgre his appointment as minister of the newly forming Bethel Church at
Lincoln.

In 1913, William A. Davis and three other prominent members of the Lincoln
community purchaseg Lot #27 in Block G, acting as the trustees of the Bethel A.M.E.
Church of Lincoln. Services were conducted, under Reverend Seaton's leadership,
in Davis' store and in Reverend Seaton's home, while money was raised to build the
church. Seaton died in January, 1918; money was designated in his will to go to
the trustees of the Bethel Church at Lincoln; since that time the church has been
known as Seaton Memorial AM.E. Church, in his honor.%



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No. PB#70-15

STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM

Statement of Significance (continued) Section 8 Page

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church has remained one of the focal points of the
Lincoln community., By the early 1980's, the church was considered too small
to house the expanding congregation, and the decision was made to replace it
with a new structure, The trustees purchased adjoining Tots in 19823 and in
1983 began construction of a new brick church building. 1In 1984, the old -
Seaton Memorial Church was demolished. The site of the old church has been
converted to parking spaces, and nothing remains of the original building.

Notes

1. | See MHT form PG#70-32

2. Floyd, Bianca P., Prince George's County Black History Study Final Re-
port, 1982-83, pp. 121-22,

3. Prince George's County Deed #80:469

4, - Prince George's County Will GPH#1:385

5. Prince George's County Deed #5574:633



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. PG#70-15

Cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated Er:mm 37,500 sq. ft.

Quadrangie name Quadrangie scaie 1324000
UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references '
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List ail states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Susan G. Pearl, Research/Architectural Historian

organization P.G.C. Historic Preservation Commission date February 1983/December 1988

street & number 4010 C.A.B., c/o MNCPPC telephone (301 952-3521

city or town Upper Marlboro state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



P. G. #70-15

Seaton Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Church 1919
5503 Lincoln Avenue, Lanham, Md.

Priv/Occ/Relig/Good

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church is a small frame structure
with the principal facade being its west gable end. Centered
in this west gable end is a tri-partite window which is set
off by a shallow semi-circular molded pediment above. Each
of the north and south sides of the Church has a low cross—gable
a little east of center. A square tower has been built onto the
south side of the church near the southwest corner, and entrance
to the sanctuary is through a porch on the tower's west face.

In 1902, the Lincoln Land Improvement Co., Inc., acquired
nearly 200 acres of land along the Washington, Baltimore and
Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded to survey and develop a new
semi-rural community. The new community had the advantages of
parks and woods, and its own station on the WB & A railroad, as
well as a long-established schoolhouse for Black children close
by; by 1915 approximately ten working-class Black families had
established themselves there. Two years earlier, four residents
had purchased a lot for the purpose of constructing an A.M.E.
Church, although for some years to come, services were held in
homes or in the general store. The second pastor of this cong-
regation was Daniel P. Seaton, who had moved to Lincoln in 1913;
after his death in 1918, money out of his estate, as devised
by his will, was given towards the building fund of the (then
called) Bethel Church at Lincoln. The church was completed in
1919, and from that time has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E.
Church.

The Church has remained the center of the Lincoln community
to this day, but the future of the 1919 building is now in
question. Plans are in progress for a new and larger church
building, and the congregation is weighing the alternatives of
demolishing the o0ld church or retaining it for collateral
church-related uses.



Survey No. P.G. #70-15

. . Magi No. 1701014708
Maryland Historical Trust ?

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes __no

-

1. Name {indicate preferred name)

historic Seaton Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Church

and or common

2. Location

street & number 5503 Lincoln Avenue ___ not for publication
. Lanham
city, town Lincoln ____ vicinity of congressional district Sth
Maryla . .

state aryland county P. G
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district ___ public X occupied ____ agriculture —___ museum
_ X building(s) _X private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial ___ park
' structure ___ both ____ work in progress _ educational ____ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment X religious
—_ object ___in process X yes: restricted —___ government _—__ scientific

___ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___“industrial transportation

not applicable ___no ____ military ___ other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

Trustees of Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church

name
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. £+ G. County Courthouse liber 80

Main Street

street & number folio 469

Upper Marlboro Maryland

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing mistorical surveys

title P.G. Co. Inventory of Historic Sites -
date 1974 . __tederal ____ state L county ___ local
depository for survey records HiStOI‘y Divis lOIl M-NCPPC

city, town 4811 Riverdale Road, Riverdale | stateMaryland 20737




7- Description Survey No. #70-15

Condition Check one Check one
excellent __ deteriorated :____ unaltered X _ original site
%_ good ____ruins _X altered ___moved date of move
—__ fair —__unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.s ‘

Seaton Memorial A.M.E. Church is a small frame structure
with the principal facade being its west gable end. Centered
in this west gable end is a tripartite window which is set off
by a shallow semi-circular molded pediment above. Each of the
‘north and south sides of the church has a low cross-gable a
little east of center. A square tower has been built onto
the south side of the church near the southwest corner, and
entrance to the church is through a porch on the tower's west

face.
The foundation of the building is of brick, and the .

building is covered with German siding.
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8. Significance Survey No.f6170-15

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justity below
—— prehilstoric archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture _*_religion
—— 14001499 archeology-historic ——conservation — law ____science
—— 1500-1599 agriculture ___economics _ literature __ sculpture
— 16001699 architecture __ educatlon — military —— social/
—__1700-1799 art —_ engineering —— music humanitarian
___ 1800-1899 commerce ____exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
_X 1900 communications ___industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation
___ invention X gther (speci
BTach % 3085 Hy
Specific dates ca. 1916 Builder/Architect Holland, Hatton, Clarke
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or

Applicable Exception: _A _ B _C _ D _E __F _ G

Level of Significance: _ national __state __local
Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

In 1908, the Lincoln Land Improvement Company, Inc.,
acquired nearly 200 acres of land along the Washington,
Baltimore and Annapolis Railroad, and proceeded to survey
and lay out a semi-rural community. The lots were gradually
bought up, and houses built, and by ca. 1915, approximately
ten black families had established themselves. The new
community had several features which made it attractive to
working black families: it had a quiet rural setting, dotted
with parks and surrounded by woods, but had easy access to
Washington by the WB & A railroad; it had its own station
(Lincoln) on this line, a general store close to the station,
and a one-room schoolhouse a moderate distance southwest
along the railroad line. The store was run by William A.
Davis, and it was in this store that several of the residents
met to make plans for building a church. The first services
were held in the store presided over by Rev. Daniel Peter
Seaton, who moved in to the Lincoln community in 1913. In
the same year, W.A. Davis and three other prominent members
of the community (T.J. Calloway, F.W. Holland and W.H. Freeman)
purchased lot #27 (Block G) as trustees of the Lincoln A.M.E.

church. Services continued, under Rev. Seaton's leadership,
in Mr. Davis' store and in Rev. Seaton's home while money was
raised to build the church. Reverend Seaton died in January

1918; money was designated in his will to go to the trustees

of the Bethel Church at Lincoln and since that time the church
has been known as Seaton Memorial A.M.E. church. The church
was finished ca. 1919 - 1920 on land which had been purchased
in 1913. (In an attempt to keep Lincoln a solid middle-class
community whitout danger of deterioration, the deed for the

lot required that improvements cost no less that $750 to build.)

Seaton Memorial Church has remained the center of the
Lincoln community to this day. In recent years, adjoining
lots have been purchased, and plans are in process for the
construction of a new and larger church building. The future
of the 1916 church is presently in question: the membership is
weighing the alternatives of demolishing the old church or
maintaining it for collateral church-related uses.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey Noo 70-15

P.G. Co. Deeds: 80:469 Interviews with pastor of Seaton
Admin. papers #2879 Memorial, and parishioners, and
P.G. Will GPH #1:385 church historian.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle scale

Quadrangle name
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county ' code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Susan G. Pearl

organization History Division M-NCPPC date February 1983
street & number4811 Riverdale Rd., telephone 779-2011
city or town Riverdale state Maryland 20737

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
) Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 -
(301) 269-2438



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM

for the

PG:70-15
17016/ 9619

 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

C OMMON:

ANO/OR HISTORIC:

Liincoln Statlon

{2. LOCTATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Lincoln Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Lanham
STATE COUNTY:
Marvland Prince George's
{3. CLASSIFICATION -
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
[(72]
(Check Onej OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
z
] District 7] Building ] Pubiic Public Acquisition: I Occupied Yes:
o {3 Site B Structure [ Private ] In Process [J Unoccupied Bl Restricted
- [ Object O Bath [0 Being Cansidered [C] Preservatian work 0] Unrestricted
- in progress O Ne
L{M PRESENT USE (Check One or Mote as Appropriate)
. O Agricultural ] Government ] Perk [ Transpartation ] Comments
o ] Commercial [ Industrial ] Private Residence [ Other (Spectty) —
— [ Educotianal O Military [ Religious
Qﬂ ] Entertcinment O Museum [ Scientific
= 4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - R
- SWNER'S NAME:
18] STREET ANO NUMBER:
15}
v CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
[5: LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION e
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEDS. ETC:
Prince George's County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Upper Marlboro Maryland
__Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg., #):
[8; REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS - e
TITLE OF SURVEY: -
OATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal [ Stote [ County O tecal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS:
— STREET ANO NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PSs -~ 708
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{7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

[ Excellent [3 Good O Foir

(Check One)

I Detericrated 3 Ruins [ -Unexposed

(Check One)
] Altered (O Unclteced

[ Maved

(Check One)
B} Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is an old Negro community with its own RR Station
(a small, square, frame building, made with cross braces
and having a hip roof covered with shingles) and the nearby
Seaton Church, an early-20th Century frame country church
of simple Gothic styling.
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[B.SIGNIFICANCE

{7} Pre-Columbion
{1 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{1 16th Century
3 17th Century

] 18th Century {1 20th Century

{1 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

Abar iginal
{3 Prehistoric
[ Historic
Agriculture
Architecture
Art
Commerce

Communicatians

000ooo

Canservatian

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Education

{7} Engineering

O Industry

1 lavention

{3 Londscape
Architecture

) Literature

1 Military

O Music

00 000 OO0

] Urban Planning
] Other (Specity)

Palitical
Religion/Phi.
lasaphy

Science

Sculpture

Sacial/Human-

itarian

Theater

Transpartation

STATEMENTY OF SIGNIFICANCE

JCTIONS

'
‘

INST

SEE

PSS~ 709



[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -~ =" 0 70 iy o

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o

LATITUCE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUOE LONG! TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . - ° , . o . - ° ’ -
NE o . - ° . -
SE o . - (-] . ]
Sw Q ’ L] © » -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY: .
‘Acreage Justification: m
: m
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z
w
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e
c
0
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o
| x
w
11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
: M-NCPPC 11/15/73

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Ave,

STATE

Maryland

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

12., .
i—‘*JState Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [ State (7] Local (7]

Signature
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SELTOR rieeiCHIADL AFRICAN snTHODIST mPISCOP4l CHURCH

"For we walk by faith, not by sight."
i1l Corinthians 5 : 7

In 1983 Seaton Femorial African Methodist Episcopsl Church , located at
5503 Lincoln avenue, lanham, ¥d. 2070€, is situzted in a Black enclave. This
is understood if cne places the birth and the development of the church sgainst
the background of the beginning of the Twentieth Century, espscielly the
zttituae and practices of & society whose force emanated from Washington, D.C.
In the capital city as well &as in laryland the doctrine justifying jim crow
hed won credence and was being enforced. Actuslly, jim crowism was perva-

sive throughout the United States of America,

une of the econoxmic results was the establishsient of comrunities Tor Blacks.
itus, did Lincoin Farx , where Seaton ~ecorial African methodist Church is
tuated, cowe intc beine. L3 the now defunct VWeshington, Beltizore and
Arnepolis nailway 1lsid its lines ant ecquired preperiy froz the farners who
cwned ibe lend, reali estete compenies estabiished corrunities close to the
¥.D.4A., &s 1t was called. The Lincoln Land and Inproverent Company of wash-
ington, U.C., & subsidiery of the United Staies Realty Company, becaue most
active in 1904 in the sale of lots to Blacks. The leading figure in the sale
of Lincoln Park real estate was Thomas J. Calloway who would become one of
the first trustees of Sezton Chiurche By 1408 Lincoln Park had been com-

rletely surveyed and mapped as a commtinity.

as & few families built homes and moved into them, it became spparent
that tne institution so importent to Black development, the church, was
needed. The femilies met on Sundays in different homes and in the small
iocal store operatea by william Abner and rary Lavis. uring beautiful
weather services were held in an area xnown as the Park. At firs:t these
services were very informal and ecupenical in nature. Then, in 1911 &
travelling Africen Methodist Episcopal minister, the Reverend J.W,Durhan,
introduced the small group to the theological discipline of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. And the Reverend L.F. Herring wes officially
appointed the first minister of Seaton A.M.E. Church which originally

vas called the Lincolrn A....X.Cnurch.
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In 1913 when Dr. Daniel P. Seaton came to the iincoln Park area, he
built his home in the heart of the cowrunity eani near where he hoped a
church would be built. His home still stands nesr the church. Upon his
appoiniment to the pastorate and during his tenure &s pastor, Dr. Seaton
insisted upon caslling his new charge, Bethel k.l 5.E.Church. when his will
wes prcbated in Februery, 1916, it wes discovered that he had begueathed

" $50.00 to the trustees of Bethel A.w.i.Church at Lincolin."

Yet the deed to the property upon which Seaton L.r.c.Church sits is
made out to the Lincoln 4.M.m. Church. The deed is of such interest that

it must be incorporated by this writer. It follows.

Lincoln Lend & Imp.Co.) This deed made thie 24th
to J day of September in the
T.J.Calloway et al year cne thousand nine
Trustees ) hunired and thirteen Dby
the lLincoln Land and Im-
provement  Cowpany of washing.cn, v.C., Incorgcratec,
=1 tion duly organized under the laws of ihe
Virginia. witnesseth, that in consideration
ollars the szid The Lincoln Land and Izproveient
nushingon, D.C., Incorpirated, does grent
unto T. J. Callowey, F. %, Holland, ®. a. Davis ana w,. K.
Freeman of lincoln, Prince George's County, iid., Irustees
for the Lincolr a.¥.%5,Church Lincoln, »d. thelr
successors and assigns in fee sinple lot nuwbered twsnty-
seven (27) ir Block "G" in Lincoln in Section ho.Une
of & subdivision wade by the Linccln Land and Improvement
Cozpany of washington, D.C., Incorporsated, according to
the plet of said Section No. One auly recorded in the
Land Reccris of Prince George's Cownty, wsaryland, in
Plat Boox ELS. No. one folio 58.
Together with the impropvements easements rignis
ways &ppurtenances and advanLiages o The same belonging
or in anywise appertaining. And the grantee hereinpefore
named for themselves and for their successors and &8signs
hereby covenant promise and agree with the Lincoln Land
and Improvement Company of Wweshington, D.C. Incorporated
in consideration of this conveyance that any building othner
than necessary out-builcirgs erected upon said properiy shall
cost not less than seven hundred end fifty dellars and
this covensnt shall run with the lend. 4nd the szic
Lincoln lend ané Improvement Compeny of weshington, L.C.
Incorporated covenznts that it will werrant specially
the property hereby granted and this deed further
witnesseth that the Lincoln Lend and Improvement
Company of Wazshington , D.C. Incorporated does hersby
constitute and appoint J. Henry Brown itis itrué and

{
)
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lawful attorney in fact to appear before any proper
officer and ecxncwledge this deed as and for its
ect and deed.

In Testiwony whereof the seid The Linccln Land
and Improvewment Cozpeny of Washingion, D.C.
Incorporated has caused this deed {0 be signed by
J. Henry Brown its President and attested by T.E.
Bigdle its Sceretary and its Corporate sezl to be
hereunto affixe on the day and year first Lere-
inbefore written.

Witness our hands and seels,

The Lincoln land end Improvement Company of
wzshington, D.C. Incorporated .

Test By J. Henry brown
L. D. Bayne President

Attest T. E, Biddle
Soon after the death of Dr. Sceton, the szzll congregation
of the Lincoln A.¥. E. Church renzred their institution the Seaton ismorial
A.¥.,E. Church in honor of the world traveller, author, leocturer and
pastor, Dr. Daniel P. Seaton, who did not live to see the building

of the litte church for which he had worxed so stirenuously.

Meanwhile, the Reverenc W.H.Brown took over the pastorate of the
small congregation and in 1522 the group moved into its new church
vhich had been built through the cooperative efforts of the citizens
of the area who donated freely their money, time asnd labor to its
construction. It 1924 &n extension was added to the front of the

building bty & hired , professional firz, the Riden lumber Company.

It was around this time that the cerbtership grew from the original
15 founders ito an active 56. This growth was related to the development
of & nearby comrunity, Buenz Vista Subdivisicn, and & few BRBlacks who
built homes ezlong & short siretch of Annapolis Road from Seabrook
Road to Giendzle Hoad. Most were individuals who nad moved out of
washington, D.C., beczuse of tne prowing antegonism of whites., From
31 percent of the population in 1900, Black Washington dropped to 28.5
percent in 1910 and was only 25 percent in 1320. Interestingly,
S 1

-
ezl

s menbership seemed to haeve reflectsd some natipne] zs well as



local societzl moverments. For example, records show tnat in Auzust,
1930, the membership was 19, During the "Great Depression" it remained
constently low; but as the "New leal" progressed, the membership grew
zgain to 39.in Septemxber, 1939. In April, 1942, as world War II domi-
nated the news, there was a drop to 22 weubers, but in ¥=rch, 1946, after
the conflicf was over, 44 members were recorded. A szz2ll but steady
growth in necbersnip has occurred and in Janusry, 1983, Seaton had

101 full memters. when the current pastor, heverend H. Michael

Lemzons, assumed the pastorate there were 67 members. He bvecame

rastor in 1977.

Wnen mecbership was et its nedir, a core of concerned and active
persons kept Seaton viable. They were ir. end rrs. Gecrge Barber,
¥rs. Georgia Burke, ¥r. end FMrs. Samuel Corruthers, ¥r. and Frs. W.A.
Devis, MNr. and krs. John Criddle, Fr. and krs. BEédward Gibson,
¥r. eand srs. F. W. Hollend, Jrs. Annie Jones, Mrs. Viola Jones,
Reverend and Frs. Price 4. Scott znd #r. and ;rs. Hermen Socks.
They kept the faith, spearheaded Iuni-reising activities, worked in
the comwmunity, and gredually the mentersnip rose. Collectively, they

were Seatcn's enchor.

The decades from 1920 to 1960 revesl a Scaton liteny whose focus
vas to keep the church elive, to carry ths church's spiritual and
sccular ideas and activities intc the comrunity, and to expand the
with-in-church service groups as well as t0 creazte new cnes. Seaion
worked with the local Lincoln Elermentary Schocl to help both 1its
educational eni ethletic progrems, staunchly supported Kittrell
College of the a.iteZ. Church, helped the locel recreaticnzl council,
and through the Women's lMite Society and the Ladies &id Society
succored the impoverished, the ill and the shut-ins. A4mazingly, during

this time frozm 1940 to 1Y46 th=s crhurch Lad ro indebiedness.

By 1960 Sezto

o]

was reedy to lsunch intc & new activity. Tnis year
marked tne increszssd enphasis on <he idse Tnet & new crurch was needed.
The old little Yuilding had been zade cowforieble over ithe years with

the addition of electri

¢l

ity and a centrel heating system but lacked

LoGern facilities neecded if it were to expand 10 meet the demands of

m

twentieth century coirunity. Thus, 1360 marked & turning point in the
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life of Sesaton ia.k.E.Church,

The decade of the.sixties was colored by en intense desire to purchese
lend for the "ne church" that wzs discussed at nearly every church meeting,
The church weas free of 211 incebiedness during 1%€2 ana 1963. However, in
1364 Seaton wes agein plunsed into indebteincss pecause of the need to teke
care of the nuncsne &ffairs of waintzining =nd inproving tne existin
tuilding.Yet, in the same year Seaton decided it would be wise to investi-
£ate purchzsing the two lots adjacent to the chureh., Unzble 1o buy the
land immedistely since funds were lacking, Seaton held on by faith until
1363. The lcts were purchesed from funds drawn from & fledgling building
fund wnich in June, 1565, boasted $ T40.94, and membership pledges to meet

the monthly note.
.

The "Building Theme" did not diminish Seaton's service to spritusl and
secular affairs., The sixties saw the expansion of the>clubs within the
church with renewed activity by thebyoung people. The Young People's
Choir, the ingel Chorus, the Willing Workers, and especially the Sunday
Schoeol, sparkled. Seaton reached out with Sunday services at Glendale
Hospital, withbsponsoring of Friendsnip Day at the church, and with more
aid to the Recreation Council. The iothers' Club sponsored many ectivities
for young peopleand geﬁerally geve noral support to Sunday School and

Vacation Bivble School affeirs.

By 1971 Sezton was discussing whether to ada on to tne existing church
structure or tc build & new one. The general corsensus of the body and
the vete of the Cfficial Board nzndated that the old structure be ex-
panded since tnere were not sufficient funds to undertske new con-
struction. 4an architect was hired, plans were drewn up and presented
to the Seaton merbership and action wes initiated to secure the necessary
loan. But in 1975 the plans were rejected by the Prince George's County
Department of Licenses and Permiis because the old Seaton extended be-

yond the building line.

Seaton was not discouraged bty this obstecle. Uncder the guidance of
Reverend Mack Bell (1969-1976), it had raised the Building Fund from
$574.00 in September, 1962, to 21, 433.52 in Septexber, 1976.
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Building fever had grown very high at Seaton during the seventies.

A& Building Fund Thermometer was pos ted in tne entance hell to keep the
enbership aware of the progress of the fund end in iaugust, 1571, the
congregetion was reminded tnet in its zeal to reise funds for & new
building, it nust not forget the resuiar expenses of the church. 4&long
witn the custczary church collections and individuel pledges, zany
sctivities to raise money chzracterized the seventies. Cne of the most
popular znd post finsncielly reve arding wes the "Sceton Bull roast"

which friends from near and far anticipeted each yeaT.

1977 was & most irportant year in the history of Seaton. The
Reverend E. lMichael Lemmons ( 1977- ) was appointed to Seaton Ak E.
Church with the building of & new Seaton es his "highest priority" and was
met by & congregation receptive to nhis lealership. Hignly treined,
widely rezd, & forceful s eaker, he revitelized the spirituel lives of
his congregaiion and caused the body to rethinx its cbligetions to the
church. %itnh his enphasis upon tithing, money increased the Building
Fund to the point that in 1981 nerevend Lermmons led the Seaton congre-
gation tc near realization of the new struciure. The major question
was: Where should the ne w Seaton be built?

On July 1, 1981, Seaton voted Dy a slim majority to build on
Arrapolis Road, Route 450, near Galveston Koad. But zgain State and
County departments refused the necessary permits because of tne topo-
graphy and the general unsuitableness of the erea. Undesunted, Sezton
decided tc buiid its new home on the site it occupied. Ground bre&Xing

for the new Seaton toox place on hpril 4, 1932.

Seaton flourished under the leadership of Heverené Lemzons. In 1982
tne cnurch was incorporated. It bought more lend to meel future needs.
The young peorle's role wes expanded. The membership grev. Visitors
returned to hear fine serucns. The Jonn Hurst adams Children's Choir
came into beinz. Tne cinistry of cusic was reorgs emized end enlarged.
The locel Lay Organization was formed and spcnsored sewminars and
workshops for the congregation and the cor—unity. The wWomen's
iissicnery Society initizted the Award U. Young,3r., Scholarship

Funid. This and suck wmore when by Septender 1252, the bulidil
P ? »
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Fund was $125,872.05.

1982 was Tarked not only by the ground bresziing for the Kew Seaton
but slso by the tedious procedures regquired to get building permits and
to negotiate terms for & builiing loan. It was & year of arxiety end
patierce and feith. In January, 1587, heverend Lemucns armounced that
plans had be:sn approved and thet actual work on the consiruction of the
new Seaton woula begin in & few weexs. J[he horman Evens Construction

Compeny was contracted 1o co the worke

Seaton's reccrds reveel that the church had several times of
crises from its inception. 1920, 1974 and 1981 were cited. OGut of
every crisis euerged a group of the same people but with a new personality
and & comwon irterest. Faith in Seaton prevailed. and never were re-

iigious, social and comounity services neglected.

Seaton's ,zeT0rs were &1l dediceted and conscientlous persons.
ikltnough a neverend J. W. Durhen cen not be listed es an official
pastor, he led the fiocx to the A.v.z. fclde -eubers who have passed
on to eternal life thought of nin as their first pastor as do several of

the o0ld wewxbers who still live. However, a perusal of the washirngton Bee

of the ezrly century shows that the keverend L.r.Herring served as the

first official minister and was succeeded by heverend Jeremish Hawkins.

The officislly appointed pastors of Seaton were:

Keverend L.P. EHerring (1914-1915) Reverend G.W. Shellmen (1941-1943)
Reverend Jeremish Hawkins (1916) rneverend J.W.luckette (1943—1948)
keverend D.P.Seston (1916-191& Eeverend J.D.Brown (1945-1952)
Revermnd W.E.Brown (1918-1325) Keverend J.w.irmstrong (1952-1953)
Reverend k.J.Key (1925-1929) Reverend B. Blake (1953-1954)
Reverend J.W.Wing (1929-1930) feverend J. Holmes (1954-1955)
Reverend J.E.Brown (1930) Reverend K. White (1955-1956)
Keverens V.B.Boozer (1930-19%1) Reverend KeM. Smith (1956-1961)
Reverend L.S.Ferm (1931-1935) Heverend w.n.sdwards (1961-1964)

Reverend H.k.Curtis (19%5-1941) Reverend F. Harrison (1964-1368)
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Reverenc . H. Terrel (1968-1563)
Reverend lack Bell (1963-197€)
Reverend J.lK. Barvin (1976-1977)

Reverend H. lichael Lermons { 1977~ )

The new Sezaton ifricen FMethodist Episcopel Church reached

fruition under the lezdership of the Keverend H. Michsel lLezrons.

E4ns Burke Jackson

Pamels Anite Hay

This article is based upon informetion from the Land Records Departiment
of Prince George's County, Md., from the Office of the Register of wills
of Prince George's County, Md., frow. the records of Seston Merorial
Africen Metnodist Episcopal Crurch, snd froz "oral history” conversations

with loczl residents.
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P. G. #70-15

Seaton A.M.E. Church
Prince George's County, Md.
Susan G. Pearl

July 1982

West Elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md.
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